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PREFACE xv

serpent or cockatrice (darask) which he met with by a pool of
water whither hc had gone to drink. The second concems
another learned man who used to read the Qnr'de to the finn.
In part ii of the text, pp. 20-21, it is related how a child, spirited
away from its mother befure its birth and brought up by the _/un,
saved the life of al- Malik al-Mujihid during the siege of one of
his fortresses by swiftly rooving him from the place where he was
immediately before a large stone from a catapult fell there, and
a few days later, aided by others of the fiar, gave him the victory
over his fues. On pp. 220-7 of the same part is related a dream
of al-Malik al-Ashraf in which the fim# appear.

Of himself, unfortunately, the author speaks hardly at all,
but he mentions on p. 202 of the second part of the text that he
was appointed a lecturer and Qur'an reader in the Ashraff Mosque
at Mimtih in 7gif138q.

These are some of the points of interest in this book, which
cannot on the whole be described as either very entestaining or
very valuable, save to those who are specially interested in the
land of ¥Yaman., 5Such as it #s T am glad to be able at last to
submii il in its entirety to the judgement of the leamned, the
severily of which will, I hope, be mitigated by the recollection
that the text was printed from photographs in Egypt without
I Nicholson or myself having any opportunity of carrecting the
proofs, collating with the original, or emending had readings or
doubtful passages.

EDwakl G. BROWKE.
CANMEBRIDGE, -
May 6, 19158,
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which happencd on December 24, 1386, the hook, a commentary
on the Fandik in 24 parts, wax carriced on the heads of the law-
students from the author’s housc to the king's palace accom-
panied by a band of dmmmers, and the king rewarded the
anthor with a gift of 48,000 dixkams * to show respect for learning
and raise the author’s rank, since he was a blessing in this world
and in the world to come.” In the second case, which happened
on May 3, 1398, similar henours were conferred on a book called
the fydd by the OQddi Majdu'd-Din Mohammad b. Ya'yib of
Shirdz, The three volnmes which composed it were carried on
the heads of threc leading scholars, preceded by judges, juris-
consults and students, and accompasied by drummers and
minstrels, o the king’s palace, wherc the kingr, having tumed
over the pages of the book, bestowed un the author a gift of
3000 dimdrs. -

The author last mentioned, whose high position in Yaman is
alluded to in two otlier passages (pp. 204 and 278) was by no
means the only prominent Persian whose name is recorded in
these pagres, for we find mention on p. 204 of the first part of the
text of another jurisconsult from Dardlyicd in Wars, while on
P 135 we read of 2 jurisconsult of Yaman who died in 65911261
and who had studied at Yazd, We also read on pp. 208 and 229
of the second part of the text of a muorderous alfray in the Wiidi
Zahid between Persian scttlers and native Arabs in 791-4/1380—
1392.

Amongst other curions matters recorded is a case of suicide
by hanging (part i of the text, p. 244) and (p. 4009) a horriblc
story of a little child who was ordered by a judge to slay his
father’s murdercr wilh an axe which was placed in his hands,
which deed he only accomplished after prolonged and repeated
efforts because of his tender age and lack of strength,  In part ii
of the text, p. 249, we read of a certain Shaykh who, being
unwmarricd and childless, consoled himsell with the society of
cats, of which animals he kept some thirty in his house, male and
femule, feeding them daily with food which he bought for them
in the market, and concerning himself in other ways about their
welfare.

There are also some curious stories about the finz and their
relations with mankind, Two occur in parti of the text, pp. 354-5
and 384 The first concerns a jurisconsult who was threatened
with destruction at the hands of the fier because he slew a
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DMn ibov'l-*Arabi, several references to the Ismatitis  Thus in
part i of the Arabic text, p 324, we read of the order for the
public cursing of these hercties in 699/1209-1300. On pp. 344
and 436-7 we find biographics of two theologians who were con-
verted from the Isma'ili to the Sunnf creed, and of the fears of
the second for his life in consequence of his apostasy, which
fears scem to have heen well prounded, thongh his safety was
secured by the vigilance of the Government. The infuence of
the sect must, however, have been considerzble, for lthey were
able {p. 417) to securc the dismissal of an orthodux theologian who
had arcused their resentment by his severity against them. On
. 192 of the sccond part of the text, under the year 78913373,
mention is made of a eortain Shaykh Fakhro'd-Din who is said
ter have been the chicf of the Esma'ilis at this time

Of matters oonnected with books and literatune attention may
be called to the fullowing, To illustrate al-Malik al-Muzaffar's
love of kaming acl passion fir accuracy our acthor records
{first part of the text, p. 278) that he had sece a aote in his owa
hand in a copy of Fakhru'd-Din Rdzi's Commienitary on the (Qur'dn
that, having read it through and found in it many errors, he had
obtained four more manuscripts of the same work from Egypt.
As thess, however, proved equally faulty, he sent a special
messenger to [lerdt to borrow the actual autograph of ar-Rizi,
but found it also defective with many blank spaces and lacunae
“ Consider, now," says our author, “ this noble enthusiasin in the
proving of scivnces, this strennousness therein, and this attentive
perusal of this comprehensive and erudite commentary "

On p. 357 of the first part of the text we reacd of a fine private
library at Zabid belonging to the jurisconsalt Abu’l-Khattib
‘Uhnar b fAl al-*Alawi al-1lanafi, hinesell @ poet and scholar,
containing five hundred rwins of poetry.  On pp. 401-2 we
read of a bre at Ta‘izz on Rajab 17, 712 (= November 18, 1312)
in which a number of valuable bouks were destroyed. On p. 415
mention is made of the honourable reception accorded to the
Amir "Ald'v'd- Din Gua-dughdi on account of his knightly virtues,
his skill in hawking, and his extensive knowledge of the old
Arabic poetry.  In part ii of the text, on p. 38, mention is made
of the murder of a poct npamed Mansir b. ‘Isd b, Sahbidn in the
latter part of 7z5f1325 by cortain Arab chiefs whom he had
oficnded by his satires.  On pp, 138 axd 297 we find two curious
instances of a book receiving royal honours. In the Rrst case,
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appearance of Timir the Turk, and his invasion of the kingdom
of the East, and that he was marchings on Syria” A somcwhat
Aaller reference to his depredations occurs on p. 291, where, under
thé date Rajab zo, 706 (=May 21, 1354) it is recorded that a letter
arriveed from Mecea announcing that the vanguard of Timdc's
army had reached Bapghddd on the 17th of Shawwidl, 795
(= August 26, 1353); that the son of Sultin Uways the Jaldir
had retired thence to Egypt with 2000 horsemen, carrying off
such treasure as he could ; that Timdar himsclf had arrived three
days later, and, having plundercd the city and massacred the
inhabitants, had departed after a sujourn of fonr months there
in the middle of Safar, 706 (= Dcoember 20, 1393), lcaving
bhehind hiin a military governor with a garrison of 5000 horsemen.
The author adds that Timars immense army was reported to
include 30,000 cannibals, who had to be penned wp at night to
prevent them from breaking out and attacking the population.

Between Yaman and India a certain mncant of intercourse
seems to have been maintained, for on pp. 244-6 of the sccond
part of the Arabic lext, under the date Rumadae 795 (= July—
Aug. 1393) we read of the arrival of a letter from the QA&di and
merchants of Calicet, who had been subject to the rulers of
Dihli and Hurmaz, asking to be allowed to place themsclves
under the protection of the King of Yaman, and to mention his
name in the LAxfba, an honour never paid to any of his predeces-
sors. The text of the Arabic version of this petition (which was
duly granted) is given in full.  Again on ». 285 we learn that in
Ramadian 708 (= Juuc—July, 1396) a fugitive prince from India,
apparently a son of Zafar Khdn, King of Gujarat:, dispossessed
by his uncle, took refuge in ¥Yaman, whilc under the year
80z/1399—-1400, mention is made of the arrival of an envoy from
India with presents,

Some matters of intcrest in connection with the history of
religion and literature are also mentioned incidentally. In the
former category are, besides numerous references to the Zaydi
sect (first part of the text, pp. 103, 107, 115, 122, 126, 129, 170,
307, 366, efc.), the Shita or Rafidis (pyr. 108, 124, 125, 190 and_399),
and the 50afis {p. 109 and second part of the text, pp. 189, 197) and
some of their great teachers, such as Bdyazid of Bistim (p. 109),
*Abdul-Qddir of Gilin (pp. 223, 263) and Shaykh Muhiyyu'd-

b Ype N, Lane-Voole’s Afvkamrmadan Dpmesiics, pp. 312-353.
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does the narrative become at all full, and it extends only to
803/ 1400 (second part of text, p. 315), thus covering a perod of
I75 not very eventful years. Mr II. C. Kay, however, speaks
highly of it and its author?, and in fact a pood deal of interesting
information is to be found scattered through its generally rather
monntonous pages.

It is in the first place remarkable how comparatively little
Yaman scems to have been affected by events which convulsed
the greater part of the Muhammadan world, such as the Mongol
invasion of the earlier portion of the thirteenth century and the
invasion of Timir in the latter part of the fourteenth century.
As to the former, which falls in the period contained in the first
part of the text, we find (pp. 54-5) notices of the investiture of
Sultdn Ndru'd-1n ‘Umar al-Mansdr with a robe of honour sent
by a special cnvay from the Caliph al-Maustansiv in 632/1234-5;
of the death of the same Caliph and the accession of his son
al-Mustasim (p. 69) in 640f{1242—3 ; of another special embassy
sent from Yaman to Baghddd by al-Malik al-Muzaffar to an-
nounce his accession in 649{1251-2, and of an embassy scnt in
return by the Caliph al-Musta'sim for the investiture of the
afore-mmentioned king (p. 09). Immediately after this mention
is made of another embassy to Baghdad, which, however, was
met on its way thither {p. 100) with the news of the sack of
Baghdid and morder of the Caliph by the Mongols on Wednes.
day, the last day of Safar, 656 (March 7, 1258), an event noticed
somewhat more fully on page 125. Mention is also made (p. 242)
of lctiers patent conferred on a judge of Yaman by the same
Caliph al-Musta'sim and bearing his seal and sign-manual
Further on {pp. 34%-9) under the ycar 703/1303—4 mention is
made of the arrival of an envoy froom the Sultan of Egypt to
announce the great victory of the Muslims over the Mongols at
Marju's-Suffar.  Under the year 7o5/r305-6 mention is made
{p- 368) of the prescnce at Mecca of a representative of Khudd-
banda (Uljayta) the Mongol [lkhin.

The references to Timiir, with whom oor author was actually
contemporary, ocenr in the second part of the Arabic text and
are even more scanty. The first oocurs on p. 183, uader the
year 786{1384-5, and merely mentions that in the month of
Ramadin of that year {Oct—Nov. 1384) “news artived of the

1 rOmarak’s Iisiory of Vawan, pp. xv—axvi {London : Edward Arbeld, 189a).



X PREFACKE

place and before all else to express my gratitude to him for the
conscientious performance of a most lahorious, and, I fear, uncon-
genial task,

Of the author of this book, Abu'l-Hasan *Alf b. al-Hasan b
Wahh#s. al-Khazraji an-Nassdha, little is known beyond the facts
recorded by Wastenfeld in his Gesclhichischreiber der Araber,
No. 459, p. 200, and Carl Brockelmann’s Geschickee der Arabischen
Litteratur, vol. i, pp. 184-5. He died in 812{1409, and left two
other historical works besides the present one, viz. the Kifdya
wa'fFldm, which appears to cover to a large extent the same
ground as this, and a biography of the notables of Yaman, #¥rdse
a'ldmi ‘s-Zaman f{ tabagdti a'ydni’l- Yaman, of which another
M3, (No. 72)is found in the library of King’s College, Cambridyre,
with the slightly different title al-'fgdul_fikiirn 'l-fiasan ff
Labagdti ayini allfl- Yamar. In the course of the present work
he refers nccasionally to the current dates, eg. 798/1395-6 on
p- 64, and 8o2{1390-1400 on p. 202 of this volume, which carries
the history down to the following year, 803/1400-1 (p. 315}

As regards Sir James Redhounse’s translation, it is much more
correet than the printed text, and it is a pity that the cditor did
oot make more use of it, and especially of the notes contained in
Part 3, which, cven without further researches into the history
and geography of Yaman, would have saved him from a good
many errors into which he has fallen. Unfortunately the value
of the translation is much impaircd by the numerous omissions
which its author thought fit to make, and which include not only
a great deal of poetry (which is perhaps not a very scrious loss)
but a quantity of biographical matter, and some passages throw-
ing an interesting light on customs, folk-lore, and other details as
to the life of the times, which, ie the eyes of some readers at any
rate, are historically more valuable than the monotonous record
of the wars and petty rivalries of emérs whose very names have
almost passed into oblivion. The objection to all such excisions
is that they are liable to include just those matters in which some
reader is especially interested.

Apart frinn any criticisms which may be made on the printed
text and transiation, the original work cannot be rated very high
as a history. It deals, it is tree, with an ancient and interesting
part of the lands of Isldm, but chiefly with a very Limited portion
of its history, to wit the thirtecenih and fourteenth centurics of
the Christian era. Only from 622f1225 (first part of text, p. 34}



PREFACE

"The publication of this bovk, prolonged over a period of
nearly twelve years, and subjected to a variety of delays and
mishaps, some of which were beyond my control, though for
others [ must assume responsibility, is at length concluded by
the issue of this Aifth velume, containing the sccond half of the
Axabic text, Now that it is finished T must confess with regret
that I cannot regard it as worthy of the labour and cost which
its production has involverd.  The Ambic text, based practically
on a single manuscript {for Sir James Redhouse’s transcript, as
explained in the ’reface to vol. 3, is merely a copy of the original
M35, in the India Office, with the addition of vowel points, some
emendations, good or bad, and the owmission of a geeat part of
the. tex1), leaves much to be desired, especially in the matter
nf proper names, which are often wrongly and not unfrequently
inconsistently given. Thus, to give one instance only, in vol. 4.
P- 124 (hrst half of the Arabic toxt) the same place-name appears
inl 4as e, In L 6 as Slgw op® (for dilew dyyd, as emended by
D1 Nicholson) and in L. 17 as aslg=, all of which forms are wrong,
the true reading being Suwidna (831gw), on which Redhouse has
a note (550, on p. g1 of vol, 3). Dozens of similar instances
could be given, and I am alraicd it most be admitted that the
editor has taken but little pains to control or fix the spelling of
proper names throughout the text, or even to aim at consistency .
My friend vl colleague Dr R AL Nicholsan, who maost kindly
consented to prepare the Indices to the Arabic text, has done
his utmost to remedy this deplorable state of affairs, by including
in these Indices all the readings of the text, while indicating in
each case, so far as possible, the correct form. By his scll-
sacrificing labonr and scholarly criticism the fanits of the text
have been as far as possible redeemed, and [ desire in the first

1 The crrors in the bext are nol coofiual Lo proger names, bl extend ta ather
matters of sulestance ax well as of form.  Thus in ¢his volume, p. 1ff, L. 13, 2 womenl’s
Teflection would heve shown Lhe editor that an asthos who himself died in_ Sr2frgog
cuuld mot possihly chronicle the life of a lawyer who was born in gotfrgub-7, anl
thag ﬁw is ubvivnsly an error for A50gmim.

&
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