COMPARATIVE
CONSTRUCTIONS I

2nd sem. 1433/1434 - Spring 2013
#7 — Comparative & Superlative




Comparative Adjectives

1. Comparative adjectives are used to compare two
things.
2. Two common structures used to compare are:
- as ... as (e.g., She 1s as smart as her sister.)
- than (e.g., She is smarter than her sister.)

3. When comparing with as ... as, the form of the
adjective does not change.

4. When comparing with than, the form of the adjective
changes depending on the number of syllables it has.




Forming Comparative Adjectives

- Monosyllabic adjectives - add —er
- Colder — hotter — taller
- Disyllabic adjectives ending in -y = drop the —y and add —/er
- Happier — prettier — luckier — easier
- Disyllabic adjectives not ending in -y and trisyllabic adjectives
—> add more
- More careful — more crowded — more important



Superlative Adjectives

1. Superlative adjectives are used to talk about one thing.

2. They are used to describe something as being the most
of, e.g., the best, the worst, the most beautiful.



Forming Superlative Adjectives

- Monosyllabic adjectives - add —estand use /e before the
adjective
- The coldest — the hottest — the tallest
- Disyllabic adjectives ending in -y > drop the —y and add —/est
and use the before the adjective
- The happiest — the prettiest — the luckiest — the easiest

- Disyllabic adjectives not ending in -y and trisyllabic adjectives
—> add the most

- The most careful — the most crowded — the most important



L
Adjectives that Follow both Rules

1. Some disyllabic adjectives follow two rules (i.e., they take -er
and -est OR more/the most). For example:

- Clever

- Gentle

- Friendly
- Quiet

- Simple

- Narrow



Irregular Comparative/Superlative

Adjectives

» Good — better — the best
» Bad — worse — the worst

» Far — further — the furthest < to refer to a greater degree (more
figurative — can be used adverbially to mean in addition)

» Far — farther — the farthest < to refer to distance only

» Old — elder — the eldest < when referring to someone in the
family

» Old — older — the oldest < general use
» Little — less — the least
» Many — more — the most



Comparative/Superlative Adverbs

- Monosyllabic adverbs = add —er/—est
- Faster — the fastest
- Harder — the hardest

- Other adverbs = add more / the most
- More quickly — the most quickly



Irregular Comparative/Superlative
Adverbs

- Well — better — the best

- Badly — worse — the worst
- Far — farther — the furthest
- Far — further — the furthest
- Little — less — the least
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