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Comparison of Parking Provision Requirements According
to Type of Land Use in Al-Riyadh, Jeddah, and Al-Madinah

Saleh Abdulaziz Al-Fouzan
Associate Professor
College of Architecture and Planning,
King Saud University, Rivadh, Saudi Arabia.

Research Summary: The aim of this paper is to review and compare car parking
provision according to use in some Saudi cities. It covers car parking requirements
issued by Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs (MOMRA), Al-Riyadh
Municipality, Jeddah Municipality, and Al-Madinah Municipality.

In addition, the paper discusses some difficulties facing the application of such
requirements: limited land plot areas, conflict between these requirements and the
setback system, continued drive towards strip commercial activities in some cities in
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA), and the non-correlation between car parking
requirements and the zoning system.

Upon data analysis, the paper shows some important results among which:
requirements applied in some cities are different from those of the Ministry,
different municipalities apply different requirements, the inconsistent use of
measurement units in some cases, weakness of some requirements leading to
provision of insufficient number of parking areas, non-correlation between car
parking requirements and the zoning system in all cities, in addition to the fact that
land areas in most Saudi cities do not facilitate the application of car parking
requirements. Finally, the car parking requirements issued by MOMRA, although
comprehensive and specific are of general nature covering cities of all types and
sizes.

The paper concludes with recommendations and suggestions for upgrading the
current and future situation of car parking provision requirements according to type
of use.

Key Words: Parking, Car parking, Car parking provision requirements, Car parking
planning and controls, Saudi Arabia.
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