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kilchens, storerooms, and cisterns for drinking water. Domeslic ulensils found in
these archacological sites are varied and numerous, including kaives, hatchets,
grinders, fireplaces, pestles, mortars, spoons, beakers, bowls, cooking pots,
needles, strainers.

Temples and burial chambers have olfered the most significant evidence of
architectural activity. A numercus number of temples have been unearthed, most
tmporlantly, the Hor and Sen Shams temples at Qariyar al-Fan. The style ol
Stone Age tombs range from tumuli burial chambers, like thosc at Sados, Zuffi,
and Houtat Beni Tameem, fo lapered stone burials such as those found at A/-
Khari and Aflaj. Tombs of the carly historical period in the region, as al Qaripat
al-Fau and froun Al-Aflaj, usually contain elaborate underground chambers and
it has been possible to classify these under the categories ol tombs of royalty, or
ol the nobility, or ol the common people.

Living tn a sclf-sufficient socicty, the carly inhabitants of the region developed
various cralls and indusirics in stone, metal, wood, leather, textiles, ceramics and
terracotta. Among (he most important of these was the manufacture of weapons,
both for combat againsi cnemies and for hunting. Among examples unearthed are
arrowheads, axes, spears, swords, clubs, shields and helmets.

Early man in the region was first @ pastoralist, then a farmer and a trader. As a
pasloralist he came into conlact with such domesticated and wild animals as pigs,
cals, snakes, ostriches, ibexes, cows, calves, horses, camels, sheep, goats, dogs,
lizards ...cte. Such animals have been identified tn archaeological reports as a
result of the analysis ol animal bones, and carvings and representations on rock
surfuces. The practice of larming in Riyadh area is well attested in archaeological
records from the study of ancient cultivated areas, irrigation systems, and wells.

As early man in the region began to actively interact with developments in his
contemporary cultural setting, he became literate and began writing in Nabataean,
South Arabian and Thamudic scripts.

o s oty ol e S22, 0 e 1YY



The Neolithic period was followed by the rise of the ancient kingdoms of Arabia,
characterized by such large settlements such as that at 4/-Bana (207-30), which
witnessed, as archacological evidence has indicated, a continuous occupation
over more than a millennium and where buildings of mud brick with ceilings
supported by wood have been found. Examples of other sites in the region dating
from this period are Hizm Aqeelah, which extended one kilometre in length and
half a kilometre in width, lyoun al-Aflaj, situated eighteen kilometres to the
west of Laila, and Qarivat al-Fau, the capital of the Kinda Kingdom from the
fourth century B.C. to the beginning of the fourth century A.D., another urban
site comprising temples, markets, street layouts, cemeteries, caravanserais, rest-
houses, and housing for every level of Kinda society.

The early Arabian kingdoms that flourished in the region region were Tasm,
Jadis, Kinda, Maed. Of these Kinda was probably the most outstanding and the
names of thirteen Kindite kings are known. Eight of these ruled during the first
and second Kinda periods and the remaining five ruled during the third period and
these kings kept a firm control over the religious, the political, and the military
elements within their domains. They also dominated the greater part of the
Arabia peninsular as a result of the diplomatic and economic relations they that
established with the contemporary neighbouring powers of the Himyar Kingdom
to the south and the Byzantine Empire to the north.

Recent archacological fieldwork has revealed much evidence of human activity
in the region from the beginning of the early Stone Age to the fourth century
A.D. This includes remains of buildings, rock inscriptions, various industries,
and vestiges of tarming and economic activity. During the early Stone Age, man
inhabited such caves as those found at Houraimalah, Sulayil and the two caves of*_ -
Beir Hima and Houtat Beni Tameem, as well as temporary settlements clustered
around other water sources. During the historical period he built permanent housing
and, quite apart from the sophisticated palaces of royalty and the nobility, most
houses usually comprised two storeys, with bedrooms, sitting rooms, bathrooms,
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Riyadh, Early Political and Cultural History

The region of Riyadh lies in the middle of the Arabian peninsula, In Arab literary
sources its name has been associated with the regions of Najd and Yamamah.
Because of its strategic location and the variety of its natural resources it has
always occupied an important administrative position in relation to the surrounding
regions of the peninsula. Many scholars writing on early human migration have
also regarded this early settlement area as being the origin of many tribes and
people who developed a desert culture, such as, among others, the Akadians,
the Assyrians, the Aramaeans, and the Nabataeans. Thus, Najd, given its natural
resources, its environment and its topography, harboured a high density population
whence its inhabitants were often forced to migrate northwards to Hail or to Al-
Jauf and from there further to the north east or north west.

The earliest evidence of settled human habitation in the region can be dated back
to more than 500,000 years ago, during the later Palaeolithic era when man was
a food gatherer and a hunter. The earliest archaeological site in the region, at
Dawadami (site no. 206 — 76), dates from that period. Excavations, carried out
at this site during several seasons in 1979 and in 1982—1983, unearthed 22,512
stone tools, revealing that was is the largest Acheulian site in the Middle East.
During the Neolithic period there is evidence of a climate change that resulted in
the development of irrigated farming and an expansion of the population. Recent
archaeological fieldwork has considerably increased our knowledge of the many
sites in the region that date from this period, and examples of such Neolithic
sites can be found in 4/-Sulaiy! governorate (nos: 21140 & nos: 212-44) and at
the Dhula settlement, which is an example of one of the most important tumuli
burial areas in the region.
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