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General Provisions

Article 1

The following phrases, wherever mentioned in this Law,
shall have the meanings assigned thereto, unless otherwise
required by context:

1. Arbitration Agreement: is an agreement between two
or more parties to refer to arbitration all or certain disputes
which have risen or which may arise between them in
respect of a defined legal relationship, whether contractual
or not. An arbitration agreement may be in the form of an

arbitration clause in a contract or in the form of a separate
arbitration agreement.




2. Arbitration Tribunal: a sole arbitrator or a panel of
arbitrators in charge of deciding a dispute referred to arbitration.

3. Competent Court: a court having legal jurisdiction to decide
disputes agreed to be referred to arbitration.




Article 2

Without prejudice to provisions of Sharia and international
conventions to which the Kingdom is party, the provisions of
this Law shall apply to any arbitration regardless of the nature of
the legal relationship subject of the dispute, If this arbitration
takes place in the Kingdom or is an international commercial
arbitration taking place abroad and the parties thereof agree that
the arbitration be subject to the provisions of this Law. The
provisions of this Law shall not apply to personal status disputes

or to matters not subject to reconciliation.
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Artic

The ar
more,

el3
pitration tribunal shall be composed of one arbitrator or

nrovided the number of arbitrators Is an odd number:;

otherwise, the arbitration shall be void.

Article 14

An arbitrator shall satisfy the following conditions: 1. Be of
full legal capacity; 2. Be of good conduct and reputation; and
3. Be a holder of at least a university degree in Sharia or law.
If the arbitration tribunal is composed of more than one
arbitrator, it is sufficient that the chairman meet such

requirement.



» If the parties to a dispute agree to refer the dispute to
arbitration, no suit may be filed before the courts.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, if one of the parties
files a sult, irrespective of the arbitration provision, and
the other party does not object to such filing at the first
hearing, the suit may be considered, and in such case,
the arbitration provision shall be deemed cancelled.
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