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Abstract. Young age is the prevailing feature of Saudi population. As stated in the ninth development plan, such feature will increase the
formation of new households, and will raise the housing demand, mostly for smaller dwellings. A preceding study showed that the average
income of Saudi ‘renter’ households in the city of Riyadh does not enable them to invest in acquiring appropriate dwelling. The large size of
residential plots as well as the applied building rules and regulations produce only three types of contemporary dwellings. It is either large
independent unit, but cost more than the household’s average income; or small but improvable unit in a multi-families building, where the
residents have to share the street entrance, lobby as well as horizontal and vertical circulation area.

The Saudi’s demographic and economic variables call-for an alternative type of dwellings, which fit the Saudi households’ needs and meet
their financial ability. Therefore, the article presents the different dwelling units classification and discusses their characteristics. It also
analyses the area of independent dwelling units and other units with independent street entrance according to the current land subdivisions
regulations and building rules, as well as, it compares their average cost with the average income of Saudi tenants in the city of Riyadh.
Finally, it discusses alternatives that fit the households’ requirements and meet their financial ability.



