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ABSTRACT

The planning process in Saudi Arabia passed through several phazes & took different directions
between 1940-2005. The spatial planning agencies responded to economic changes & fast Urban
Growth, in an effective manner with reasonable timeframe. Different planning approaches were
followed in different phazes over time.

This paper tracts how a new paradigm of participation and enablement in the urban management
and planning process came about. An understanding of the process is essential to measure
performance and evaluate strategies, policies, methodologies and actions that contributed to the
improvement of the institutional framework and opened the way for constructive changes in
perceptions towards enabling and participatory practice of urban planning and management in
Saudi Arabia.

Keywords: Urban Management, Enablement, Urban Growth Control, Rationalizing Urban
Growth.
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