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Pitfalls in the Translation of the Meanings of the Qur’an into Russian Language:
The Cow Chapter (Sura) as an Example
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Abstract. The research aims to introduce the chaos found in the translation of the Holy Qur’an into foreign languages, including Russian
language. It shows the causes of this mess, and illustrates the series of this translation, starting from identifying the translator down to the
publication of the translation through the translation process and arbitration, auditing and licensing for the publication of the translation by
the Islamic institutions well-known in the Muslim world, such as Al-Azhar, the King Fahd Complex for Printing the Holy Quran ... etc. It
introduces a practical guide to translation errors found in the translation of the Cow Chapter (Sura) by the orientalist Elmer Kouliyev that has
been taken from his translation of the Qur’an. The research shows that the translator, during the translation of the meanings of that Sura, has
made many serious errors (including semantic, grammatical, back translation of meaning, and wrong translation due to poor knowledge of
the Arabic language). The most dangerous errors are the ones that would make the reader fall into the darkness of disbelief. The research
concludes that there is a need to develop a new mechanism that will put an end to the existing chaotic translations of the Qur’an and provides
the necessary proposals in this regard.



