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Significance of Ancient Inscriptions as Sources
of the History of Pre-Islamic Arabia

Salem Bin A. Bin Tayran, Dept. of Archaeology and Museums.
King Saud University, Rivadh, Saudi Arabia.

Abstract

This paper deals with early inscriptions which constitute important

sources of the history of Pre-Islamic Arabia. These inscriptions were found
inside and outside Arabia and classified into the following three main
categories:

I.  Ancient Arabic inscriptions found inside and outside Arabia.

2. Cuneiform texts.

L

Egyptian Hieroglyphics and Papyri.

The paper describes these inscriptions. displays their localities. spread

and date. According to their themes. these inscriptions were classified as
follows:

1.

2:

Inscriptions referring to the society of Arabia and its internal conditions.

{nscriptions illustrating Arabia’s relations with its neighboring peoples
and regions.

Inscriptions found in the neighboring regions that had close cultural ties
with Arabia's society.

These inscriptions, as stated above. comprise cuneiform texts. Egyptian

Hieroglyphics and Papyri. which refer to Arabia and its inhabitants.



"Lawlala ¥y Lol aplall dlell” & gl b 1158
2003/5/13 b pall s 2003/2/\7 o Sl plot

el 3!

oo g)l..éa Jada ‘;-L!.Li-“ Byw-cil gih._.._,a.ll g wlasll e ~=,.a.l.;l ()

(5)

(6)

Wiy edlly Aeldall Ayl Lagll o ) Jad cipal) 2l
157-124¢155 0 41978
Gy Tewadll doadl ieiilly wicadl bd " oLalll e aase e
o Louotill SLLSI g GRSEN " sl e Lpiis Tagud duiay LUK
21988 s pslally TlEly Loyl Lupall Ldaial sl Ghglt
91-87 5
00 dagddl Gl (ol Al e dans g plss il el Jla
w1994 sanaall Ol 43 ol oA agaall Spsdis Gaull
A5-5,4
Lyl Blaall 55 o glill " LyE " g il kil Gaall ase
wabdl Ll dasla osnadl 4y el ALl o )
.23 .21-20,0 ,»1982/41402
A. Jamme. Sabaean and Hasaean Inscriptions from Saudi
Arabia. Studi Semitici 23. Universita di Roma. Roma. 1966.
pp. 65-82; D.H. Potts. The Arabian Gulf in Antiguity. Vol. 11,
From Alexander the Great to the Coming of Islam. Oxford.
1990. pp.69-85.
F.V. Winnett. W. Reed. Ancient Records from North Arabia.
(Near and Middle East Series. 6 ). Toronto. 1970, pp. 114-115;
W. Caskel. Lihvan und Lihyanisch { Arbeitsgemeinschaft fur
Forschung des Landes Nordrein-Westfalen.
Geisteswissenschaften, Heft 4 ), KoIn.1954. pp.22.60.
Aabdas Ay el dikis o Lubad S omndl il e Gaes
¢2002/41423 Sl islially BN 5,050 Uy i jlaall 55159
:306-303 o

(2)

(3)

(4)

(7)



1159 O 0 b

Caskel.  Lihvan, pp.23-31;  W.W.. Miller, “Das
Frithnordarabische ", Grundriss der arabischen Philologie. Bd.
1. hrsg. von W. Fischer, Wiesbaden, 1982. pp.20-22.
Lyl Elaadl o Goged Do wmwill Gaayll e o Ol (8)
9-3 o 5199941414 LAl ikl g el LG o gtund
pp. 18-20. * Das Frithnordarabische “.Miiller
jlie by dagheally Logalll JLdl Shus) ssas ssans  (9)
oo “.198?1’4]40? woobd) cosan ALl Qaela-SliaSall Gl Boles
:207-197
Miller. * Das Frithnordarabische “. pp.22-25.
Loyl Laaly X1 8 piall Lulans Ll s csnndll Saa ) e G Slaibs (10)
AN bl agh Al T Lpogaudl Lyt iStaallclag i
34-31 o x1994/41414
Aagad b il Llilas Aol wcwdl Gaa )l we Go Olaale (11)
22719 Lo 1995/41415 oL, byl agh LI 43S
wpia b Sl yddl) el Wl s S 0y oasadll s i ki (12)
Auibgll sgh dlall 3Ss paea Ugo Ll S Aupall Syuall Gy
277-165,0 4x2000/.41420 . a0,
G0 g8 maadll Gl gl Ll Slojlaadl G eadall aalt (13)
Bokaadl Lo Jsasdl Jal o Siloganall HUSES qagadil Jiadall jslatll
Sl Lalasy audll 2550 K02 coae pange Glaidd o baais
SBAl Ji e alall G sane Gy i wles el 1ia i 8yl
Abbai, ¥ Skl el Jla, LSy Goladl Luay Sl
Uiia s pdagll Sidly il OY3ally (Jsesll Slilsas Jiady gSlly
Sl e sans e kil Slasladl o auialy el lia i dals
aasdl el degagall " N¥ L Gadl i Bl)) T anliall
"l Glgad 146200 21992 i Aala hsdall Tis
Shall Jud Jo¥1 Y1) Ll 5pup) 4l Gisia wipe e gall Sl
Tl palall Ao wgayall Slagd " (gadall @l )il 3as
238 0 1s1998/41419 .1 saall (14 sdaadt uclasaYly



"Ralaia ¥y Tl ppbadl ALL” Jpast Siad

(16)

(17)

(19)

b Awadall SSLYT N Claddl 4 el dagadl) Luel Esiill b peall
Al pladtily egibll Gl bl Ge Loshas Tajl A AP Zisn
A PP PR 5 U B VO P+ IR PR P | PR L PRIV PR
gt $3 34 ol plgl saane b 4l gaall daa s g 252
A gl Juall o e 1A Gl b s Al A I Gl
wisall i (0 M ) JB e Mo Ll Usaaas el Lapsin
ol il spall b i aole Ty g paa i Bsed Ly
" Ll o e waa e SRR AT Bulyo M Ol Oy aaal
¢2003/41423 (1) 2Io¥ .15 adaal) Lopan dlall daela Us,
236-235 o " auadl AT el 1265-245 0
Slifyiel Lisaas 4 goad Al QLT josall (o desane dasl
AW o il 41;._, .a__m\.;.-_..\ o) Ao Sl 19S5t Lol aY Laile
Lol Sl et 05Ss gt Osase sl ONelS Alle Slalyil myaiog
SNy U, sagas silel ciels aks Tuasb ) dpaten Ul <Bole
Oe wpally Olaaa 23 B pd Lade O OYI Ga Tigyrall (Zilall
A11-106 o wilan il paaidh o kil 35850 o g il 1ia
RES. Répertoire d Epigraphie Sémitique publi. par la
Commission du Corpus [nscriptionum Semiticarum. Tome
V.VLVILVIIL Paris.1929-1968.
CIH. Corpus Inscriptionum Semiticarum. Pars Quarta.

Inscriptiones himyariticas et sabaeas continens. Tomus I-IIL
Parisiis, 1889-1929.

ol b ok L el W i 5 el Tyl el Bk

telaio 5y Jlad
S. W.W, Miller. * Altsiidarabische Dokumente * .TUAT 1/3.
Gitersloher, 1983, pp. 275-276.

G. Garbini. (Hrsg.). Iscrizioni sudarabiche. Vol. 1. Iscrizioni
minee ( Pubblicazioni del Seminario di Semitistica. Ricerche
10). Napoli. 1974, pp. 9-10.

WJaddl sseae oOlgy Ol S Ogtenn aujall Ll oA G dea
Glallly ol uyall Ll dagadll Quadl Gedll e i ylide
A ljb-’i WUl dae daas Chogs 1100-99@ .‘;1985 s 90 -r‘g.'l.l.”‘g

1160

(14)

(15)

(18)

(20)



1161 Ihyeb 5 el

u;l").ﬂ .).ab...ﬂ )S.‘l“ JLI -&Yua‘q :q_’a.l af)d-_l“ @_JL‘I
.52-48 o ,1990/41411

ot Laiiy ol Lysead) Bumadll B T Al die deas legs
21988 Soaalt olauy M padl) el bl o) Gs Gy
.100-81 0

Dasdls il 157-5600 ol Fyls 4 Gl Ml s
0L pa™ SRR

" ossals il 160-58 0 " Gaull gyls 8 Glosl "l e
]Olda M Q'IJL"N

.86-80_s . JaLdl) Ll

GG astladl Lihais S5E Do satee VA ety JUall o e
Safaitic Inscriptions . Winett.F.V. kil (s e Guaal opill g2
p. . 1957, Toronto. Near and Midle East Series. 2.from Jordan
No. 78..19

260-251 Lo (JSLEH e

.329-326 .305-303 0 aubiad (s Sall sl

A LEsEl L)Y sl Lldas dlfpe awdll
326114968241

dgh dlall Lae Ghuill el (Aa wadl) Gaall be On Olasl
8-40 x1998/41419 L3l )1 ikl

DB ) Gaadl s G Olale oJisall maalyl s Jals
WAL A dnhe  wdgadl ikl L Lbaall SLLSHG
89-870 21996/41417

i) (plie Gilas) saall Uisdy AT Ausall paeS Oy plis
Zalall Laaal § 3l E,.nl.l." LAl SYelae Al V" Baas
Lall g3 oo J =Ll maladl Joal Hotaall pulaa Jous JUYy
13150 41999 Junt /21419

@n

(22)

(23)

(24)
(25)

(30)
(31

(32)



"l leia ¥y Anb ¥ pptall Al dpapull Stad

(35)

(39)

(42)

(44)

LU yls b aldys dsaladly Lol LUK Sl (550,
1430 w1981 migsm wCudlell plall Jlo Ousebad) sie Ledsols
Ladss Loy
W.W. Miller. * Das Altarabische der Inschrifien aus
vorislamischer Zeit . Grundriss der arabischen Philologie.

Bd. L. hrsg. Von W. Fischer. Wiesbaden, 1982, p.34.
pla Faall e ASAT ad) Gy Joly 2B " 0bk e o Aasal) alia
SE¥ly ) Lasand (gl alall (L SY 5le A " 5410
SMabedl dasla ~hies 3 - al) padadl Joud Oslailt pulae Jso
3 saall Bl L OlS Slese oliE T Jiaad) sl Op Jula
11250 al414 5,8¥ obaa o Jo¥) gotas a1 g 19 T
122
Maaay Loy 148 0 LS Silay

Miller. * Das Altarabische ™, p.35.

Moy by 1510a S\ Sily
Maaa Loy 1550 et Sy

Garbini. Iscrizioni. pp. 8-9. F. Bron. [nventaire des

inscriptions sudarabiques. Tome 3. Ma“n, Paris-Rome, 1998,
pl. 12

Lagill Gl Ggaad) Gilyiad) e " i malall s paiadl sk
ssanll i oyl jan ¥l jan) )" Tagadl) Lupal) sl b Tl
3835 21993 4wl Gaslad) Wjaal) lo L dagadl)
Garbini. fscrizioni, p.71; W.W, Miller. “Altsiidarabische und
frithnordarabische Inschriften™ .TUAT 1/6, Glitersloher, 1985.
pp-663-665; 382-380_0 . "Ll ydall el L ia
JMals 00 @dlly il Suaaall 5 jae Gmopliall Ssadall
e DRI 3 343 e B pead (Gesdl ) SN eSS0
13820 "Wil,aall sleit”
Miiller. * Altsiidarabische “, p. 665.

1162

(33)

(34)

(36)

(37

(38)

(40)
(41)

43)

(45)



1163 O e il

(46) Bron. Inventaire, pl. 16.
(47) Garbini. Iscrizioni. p. 45.
foS sl syl ALl o b S)e aal (48)
K. Mlaker. Die Hierodulenlisten von Ma'ln nebst

Untersuchungen zur alisiid-arabischen Rechtsgeschichte und
Chronologie (Sammlung Orientalistischer Arbeiten, 15. Heft).

Leipzig. 1943.
of Ty Llany SlagS oy st Uy TS Do Ot s Bamill iyl G N
Al dany Joill spana I lia pass sy sl b Leaall Gl
Sadll Slwal Slagy sl 4 s seuddl gl G R )
Gk oo Las loblelas Al Joadly cgadlly pa¥l clui (o i)
o Tpds Sla Sl o wOadaldl (s spuig SN (s LS Gl s 35l
i A Slhaall Gany byl Ggda e Joall Joy . asmall Ll
5L A G Eadill D Teganall ods sla -T I Lgudi i) Lgie
bty SALY dagy m 14 Landl) el W38 Sati cupste ol ynald
AR cals o) o 5ysSiall Shalt O e o EsE 0is b s
o Jhads salall iy sl b Lusll Lodds Tyt Gua Sy
Az ganall bis Go sl Luad b Wing) sl v D& G T LIS Uy
g O ozt Buadl dagl yeSiall dlhall chaad Lgie B O
wadll ol Ge ey wlaial padill sia i SlSidl el
Sl Baia ca sl b 3 T sl spase T )
371-3690 1980 pLAH M &5 jasje
Oasiaaall Slag; " aadl 3l s R LS sia Ge au3ally (49)
Sosaall gilegsl T Gaaa esal s g Shuial)
.66-64 :57-53 0 ,2002/41422
(50) G.. Ryckmans. * Inscriptions sud — arabes. dixieme série.
Inscriptions relevées en Arabie Sa‘udite . Le Muséon 66,1953,
pp.303-310.

gl (3554-508 i 506) il (sy0) o ddall 4 apadall Jab (S1)
‘La_’) elacddl el Suliy LS O e i iyl ‘;g.p _.l).:
Al Ge JN O pta O vige S abe ) sl WY il clanl)



"Leelaian ¥y Lilas¥l palall AL dpa i sbald

(56)
(57

A2 all ol ol FL LOlee pasw daaa 1 bl G
458 0 1995 4,uuslYl Aaalall il

B Or ame Olb daal O ple glai¥l k] Sea i e
(ptaall pbhs s Jaals degabs " paad) Jule goly LEE el
40-25,0 21999741420 .ol

E. Glaser. Zwei Inschriften iiber den Dammbruch von Marib.

Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte Arabiens im 5 u. 6. Jahrhundert n.
Chr.. Mitteilungen der Vorderasiatischen Gesellschaft, 6,

Berlin. 1897. pp.31-53.
Al i " el Al s S ape ) Al B Ge el
1230-223 5 (1990 2 c3all .5 sdaadl pgeandt M da s Ay
i,
A. Jamme. The al-Uglah Texts (Documentation sud-arabe
I11.). Washington.1963.
p230-190 S Lo 55l o Sl Ly,
Jamme, The al-‘Uglah Texts. pp. 40-41,
Jamme. The al-"Uglah Texts. pp. 44-45.
el sguaall Ly el G JlaS s A Sl Baad Tipaas i e
Al Ot
Jamme. The al-"Uglah Texts. p. 10,
il .i.._,a.‘..liu;-.,su“_,i,.u.r....is autddag
F.V. Winnett. G.L.. Harding. Inscriptions from Fifty Safaitic
Cairns (Near and Middle East Series. 9). Toronto,1978. Nos.
3212. 3472,
Gl (g il @l e e sa5 2 0 b U eas Lesaal
Wassly il il ,222-218 Sigldl A sl sad e ddy
s Loy 329 0 ol las
(30) Ghia e Gipdd G jlis Llidas $ul)o .g,,s..i dass O A4
oAkl dalialy JUY) Uy djlaad) 505 slead i wgia
Lol Hhily 1177170616925 Pl Lzslill 21999 /41420

1164

(52)

(54)

(55)

(58)

(59)

(60)

(61)



1165

(63)

(64)

(65)

(70)

(72)

(73)

sk O pll

Hani Hayajneh, ** Der babylonische Kdénig Nabonid und der

RBSRS in einigen neu publizierten frithnordarabischen
Inschriften aus Tayma' *“. Acta Orientalia 62. 2001, pp. 22-64.

A L Galily clos M dipsh s ae Sbin¥ Ll
R.P. Dougherty, Nabonidus and Belshazzar. A Study of the

Closing Events of the Neo-Babylonian Empire, YOR XV, New
Haven. 1929, p.160.

H. von Wissmann, Uber die frithe Geschichte Arabiens und

das Enistehen des Sabderreiches. Die Geschichie von Saba’ I
( SBAWW 301 ). Wien. 1975. pp. 27-31.

N. Glueck. * The First Campagin at Tell el-Kheleifeh
(Eziongeber) “. BASOR 71. 1938. pp.15-16.

Garbini. [scrizioni. p.98.

(62)

God) o puadsi ppd Bilgay il (sramall pusidll 3 2N 2l (66)

g el

oepimes) Ailisd) b ey wmar sl g8 miad gpas dsas el

el gb i

ool B pass g Bilsuy eyl Lpanll jaeldl b gl el

g2 sal

Gl fuls alle susadl we 1295-293 8 aljlise Ogsals il

Boalil) ppaalt o) LG daguill Lajpeae b Lujll §ijadl

94

A.A. Sayed. * Reconsideration of the Minaean Inscription of
Zayd'il Bin Zayd “. PSAS 14.1984, p.93-99.

Garbini, Iscrizieni, p.101.
2960 Wi lide (oAl Gl

G. Ryckmans, * Inscriptions sud — arabes “. huitiéme série, Le
Muséon 62. 1949, pp.56-57.

Ryckmans. “ Inscriptions “, p.57.

(67)

(68)

(69)

(71)



laelada ¥y L)t plall Wl” gl ko 1166

(75)

(76)
(77

(78)
(79)

(80)
(81)

(83)

(84)

339 Ay Fanpall S05all asing Sisapuda b 52 Bals I L Ly, (74)
eyt Joaplal a3 69 ale b Tsuh Ligild Wl Lasl La,Ss
il s 4 22205 Sl e i o 52 Jal 5a Jay
A. Biilow-Jacobsen. H. Cuvingny. J. Fournet. M. Gabolde.
Chr. Robin .“ Les inscriptions d' Al-Muayh “. BIFAO 95.
1995, pp.113-114. Nos. 6A. 6C.
W. Kensdale. * Three Thamudic Inscriptions from the Nile
Delta . Le Muséon 65. 1952, pp.285-287.

Kensdale. ** Three Thamudic *. p.289.

J. Euting, Sinaitische Inschriften. Berlin. 1891. Nos. 2C. 384.
J. Pritchard, Ancient Near Eastern Texts. Relating 1o the Old
Testament, Third Edition with Supplement. Princeton. New

Jersey. 1969, pp.278-279: 1. Eph‘al.. The Ancient Arabs.

Nomads on the Border of the Fertile Crescent 9" - 5" Centuries
B.C.. Jerusalem-Leiden. 1982, p.21.

Eph®al. The Ancient Arabs. p. 85. n. 259,
P. Rost. Keilschrifitexte Tiglat-Pileser Ill, Leipzig. 1893, p.

82: R. Borger, * Historische Texte in Akkadischer Sprache *.
TUAT1/4, 1984, p. 374;

Sty ey Gaadlll gals Om SN T Lagl ) g e il IS
petae Xt 8 el Byl LG QLI el B sl )l
3870 41984 /1404, al,ll . span AL daals

QS U " Gjlemall jobaedl egis i cpall T allgll Jlsa Lsy  (82)
644 o 21978 .22 saall lad daela oY)

G. Lie Arthur. The Inscriptions of Sargon 1l King of Assyria.
Part I. The Annales. Paris. 1929, pp. 20-23. 118-130.

Ephal. The Ancient Arabs. p. 109; H.D. Galter. * An der
Grenze der Linder im Westen, Saba' in den assyrischen
Konigsinschriften “, Studies in Oriental Culture and History.

Festschrift W. Dostal, (Ed.) Gingrich. A.. Haas. S.. Paleczek.
G.. Filiz. T.. 1993. p. 33.



1167 I otla Or el

(85) T. Weiss-Rosmarin .Aribi und Arabien in den Babylonisch-
Assyrischen Quellen. New York. 1932. pp.20ff.

(86) Eph‘al. The Ancient Arabs. pp. 124ff.
651-649 o " il T el (87)
sl Gaapll we 3l 1653-652 e Sl T iyl (88)
ol Lol TEEN Sepil o Sljadey A3y Jluibiyedi
1128-127 Lo 22001
W. Rallig . Der altmesopotamische Markt . WO 8. 1976.
p.289.

-654 o " el el (132-129 e JLuilyedl (gpealt (89)
658
(90) A.K. Grayson. Assyrian and Babylonian Chronicles ( TCS V' ).
Locust Valley, 1975, p. 101.
388 0 " Sl iy 1663-662 o " sl " (ol 910
C.J.  Gadd. * The Harran Inscriptions of Nabonidus . Anatolian
Studies 8. 1958. No. H2 A/B. Col. 1. 22-27; W. Rallig. ~

Erwidgung zu neuen Stelen Konig Nabonids *, Z4 22. 1964. p.
220.

3870 " Mt ", (92)
(93) A, Gavigneaux. B. Ismail. * Die Statthalter von Suhu und Mari

im 8. Jh.v.Chr. * .Baghdader Mitteilungen 21, 1990. pp. 334.
346-347,

(94)  Eph‘al. The Ancient Arabs. p. 190.
(95) Dougherty, Nabonidus and Belshazzar. p. 117.
(96) Eph‘al, The Ancient Arabs. p. 188.
388-387 o " clidall " Lo, (97)
o Wl Lkl Lol Spiall Ui malall s paiadl e (98)
wl epadl @yl 5,05 Gl polas " pas i Legadll 2l
-39 0 1979 /41399 . alyll LAl dala pllas
uall U oiaaw 377-375 o dauadll jpaall ool e (99)
A44-43 5 " Ll



"iaalaaally bl polall Ul dpuull Slad

(102)

(103)

(104)

(105)

(106)

(107)

1168

A4 e Bl pasali ® vasw (100)

W. Spiegelberg. Der Sagenkreis des Konigs Petubastis.
Leipzig. 1910. p.65.

A4 o " Tl sppall ' e (101)

W. Spiegelberg .Die demotischen Denkmdler. Die demotischen
Papyrus. 11, Strassburg .1908. No. 25. p. 273.

W. Liesker. A. Tromp. * Zwei ptolemdische Papyri aus der
Wiener Papyrussammlung . ZPE 66. 1986, No. 2. p. 82.
Liesker-Tromp. ** Zwei ptolemdische *. pp. 85-89; M. Abd-El-
Ghany. “ The Arabs in Ptolemaic and Roman Egypt through
Papyri and Inscriptions ™, In: Criscuolo. L. (Hrsg.). Eginio e
Storia Antica dall'ellenismo All'eta Arabo. Bologna. 1987, p.
235; E. Boswinkel. ** Die Araber im Zenonarchiv *, In: Araber
in Agypten. Freundesgabe fur Helene Loebenstein zum 65.
Geburtstag. Wien. 1983. p. 27; A. Calderini. * Ricerche
etnografiche sui papyri Greco-egizi ". In: Altheim-Stiehl. Die
Araber 1. 1964, P.386.

E. Liiddeckens. *“ Ein demotischer Papyrus aus Mitteldgypten
. ZAS 115. 1988, p.52.

C. Edgar. Catalogue Général des Antiquités Egyptiennes du
Musée du Caire. Zenon Papyri. Vol. L. IV, Paris, 1925-1931,
pp. 7.19.285. Nos, 59536.59011.59009; Papiri Greci e Latini (
Pubblicazioni della Societa Italiana ). Vol. Sesto. No. 551-730.
Firenze. 1920. p. 65. Zenon Papyri. No. 628.

H. Harrauer, * Auslindische Waren in Agyptens Papyri *. In:
Araber in Agypren, Freundesgabe fiir Helene Loebenstein zum
65. Geburtstag, Wien. 1983. p. 51. Zenon Papyri. Nos, 59287,
P. Vindob. G 40685; p. 52, Zenon Papyri. Nos. 59405/7.
59075/4.10.

Harrauer. * Auslindische Waren *. p. 51. BGU 1, 13/4; p. 52,
BGU 1V. 1088a. P. Grenf. 1. 29/8. 30/7; p. 56. P. Antinoop.
1. 123.



