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1. Streams flowing from hills or
mountains into dry valleys or
basins drop their sediments in a
fanlike transport / deposit as
the water spreads out.
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2. The natural levees / alluvial
fans are usually coarsely
textured, being composed of
sands and gravels, and are well
drained.

3. Alluvial deposits are scattered
in narrow / wide irregular
stripes bordering streams and
rivers.

4. A common / rare characteristic
of this material is its stratification,
layers of different sized particles
overlying each other.

5. Mineralogically, alluvium is
related to the rocks / soils that
served as a source of the material.

6. Most alluvium is carried and
deposited during floods because it
is at this period that erosion is
most active / inactive and the
carrying capacity of streams is at a
maximum.
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7. When a flooding stream
overflows its banks, its carrying
power is suddenly reduced as the
flow area increases and velocity
decreases. This causes the coarse
sands and gravels to settle along
the bank, where they sometimes
form inconspicuous / conspicuous
ridges called natural levees.

8. As the water reaches the flood
plains of the valley, the rate of flow
is slow enough to forbid /permit
the silt to settle.

9. Finally the water is left in quiet
pools, from which it seeps away or
evaporates, leaving the fine sand /
clay.

10. Terraces are developed from
flood plains as streams cut deeper
channels because of raised /
lowered outlets. Several terraces
may be found along a stream or a
lake that has undergone repeated
changes in level.
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11. Sediments not deposited as
flood plains are carried to the lake,
gulf, or other body of water into
which a stream / river empties.
The decrease in velocity at the
stream’s mouth together with the
coagulating effect of the salt
content of the receiving water
body results in the deposition of
much of the suspended material,
thus producing a delta.

References

Foth, H. D. 1978. Fundamentals of
Soil Science. John Wiley & Sons,
New York, USA

S0 3 i ¥ (@ gl e )
T e ol s 51802 ) Ol s
| S el b o s el
Ls depud) BUE) e ST e ey L gl
Syoall mast| i SU A
ot S e i) W

RERUINPLC Iy v H RN

&l

V-LG C)L,MLMT ANAAe > s (g
Gslallie sl dal s aay L oY
o dlae F s thalay (o
gz laly Ly O > 2l

355N sl LY




