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Abstract

During the past decade, high cost of obtaining and possessing a dwelling has surfaced as
one of the difficulties facing a portion of Saudi’s households, especially in urban areas
and major cities. Therefore, between (2006-2011), a number of government regulatory
and financial orders have been issued to support the housing sector, over three hundred
billion Saudi riyals (eighty billion US dollars) has been allocated as funding for housing
and the Ministry for Housing has been established. However, the problem of obtaining
and possessing an adequate dwelling still exists. Unless the roots of the problem has been
well identified, the problem will continue and might even aggravated, especially that
Saudi population structure is dominated by youth. As indicated at the Ninth Development
Plan, the youth population feature will lead to the formation of households at high rates,
which in turn will increase demand for dwelling units at high rates.

This paper aims to exhibit the contemporary state of housing in Saudi Arabia, as well as,
to identify the causes that led to the difficulties which prevent a percentage of Saudi’s
households from obtaining and possessing a dwelling, in order to enable the officials to
realize the dimensions of the problem, so they can address them permanently and
continuously.

Yy


mailto:bahammam@ksu.edu.sa

