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THE IMMUNE SYSTEM
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Lymphoid tissue consists of several
encapsulated organs, lymph nodes,
tonsils, thymus, and spleen, as well as
diffuse lymphoid tissue, composed

——— Tonsils of loose conglomerates of the lymphoid

cells: B lymphocytes, T Iymphocytes,
Thymus plasma cells, macrophages, and
antigen-presenting cells. Frequently,
these lymphoid cells are collected as
lymphatic nodules that appear as they
are needed, although they are always
Spleen present in the gut (G ALT, gut-
associated Ilymphoid tissue, and
Pever’'s patches), in the bronchial
tubes (BALT, bronchiolar-associated
Ilymphoid tissue), and certain mucosae
(MALT, mucosa-associated lymphoid

tissue).

T lymphocytes originate in
the bone marrow and then
migrate to the thymus to
become immunologically
competent T cells.

=

g
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B lvmphocvytes
are believed to
remain in the bone
marrowvw to become
immunologically
competent.

Lymph node

These immunocompetent T
and B cells then seed
lymphoid tissues, especially
the spleen, lymph nodes,
and lymphatic nodules, and
are capable of becoming

activated (mature) and
responding to an antigenic Motiire Shdarminins
challenge. competent cells

circulate among the
various lymphoid

tissues, using blood
and lymph vessels.

Lymphoid Tissues
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