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THE PRESIDENT: Vice President Biden, Mr. Chief Justice, members of the United States Congress, 

distinguished guests, and fellow citizens:  

Each time we gather to inaugurate a President we bear witness to the enduring strength of our 

Constitution. We affirm the promise of our democracy. We recall that what binds this nation together 

is not the colors of our skin or the tenets of our faith or the origins of our names. What makes us 

exceptional -- what makes us American -- is our allegiance to an idea articulated in a declaration 

made more than two centuries ago: 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness.”  

But we have always understood that when times change, so must we; that fidelity to our founding 

principles requires new responses to new challenges; that preserving our individual freedoms 

ultimately requires collective action. For the American people can no more meet the demands of 

today’s world by acting alone than American soldiers could have met the forces of fascism or 

communism with muskets and militias. No single person can train all the math and science teachers 

we’ll need to equip our children for the future, or build the roads and networks and research labs that 

will bring new jobs and businesses to our shores. Now, more than ever, we must do these things 

together, as one nation and one people. (Applause.) 

America will remain the anchor of strong alliances in every corner of the globe. And we will renew 

those institutions that extend our capacity to manage crisis abroad, for no one has a greater stake in a 

peaceful world than its most powerful nation. We will support democracy from Asia to Africa, from the 

Americas to the Middle East, because our interests and our conscience compel us to act on behalf of 

those who long for freedom. And we must be a source of hope to the poor, the sick, the marginalized, 

the victims of prejudice –- not out of mere charity, but because peace in our time requires the 

constant advance of those principles that our common creed describes: tolerance and opportunity, 

human dignity and justice.  

 


