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Abstract. The wide spread of large dwelling units in the city of Riyadh led to the domination of low density
over most residential areas, with an average of (10 units/hectare). This lead to the urban sprawl of the city,
and all the urban problems associated with it. To address these problems, and to provide affordable and
sustainable housing, this study aims to propose a set of housing prototype units as an alternative means to
raise the density in residential areas, and comparing them with the current prototypes. To accomplishing this
research, alternative housing prototypes will be selected to suit the requirements of Saudi households, be
compatible with the households’ financial capacity, and contribute to increasing residential density. Rules
and regulations required to achieve these proposed prototypes will be discussed, after a review of the char-
acteristics of current housing prototypes and their governing rules and regulations. Then, a comparative
analysis of the proposed and current prototypes will be conducted, to be concluded with the findings and
recommendations.

Key words: Homeownership affordability, Housing unit prototypes, Increasing housing density,
Neighborhood, and the city of Riyadh.



