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Abstract. Providing adequate housing and enabling citizens to obtain shelter is a requirement for ensuring
the stability of any society and the well-being of its members. Lack of housing supply, the high cost of
dwelling units and the difficulty to obtain and own housing have recently manifested some of the problems
facing many members of Saudi society. This has prompted the government to issue a number of regulatory
decrees in the past few years, allocate over three hundred billion Saudi riyals (eighty billion US dollars) as
funding for housing, and establish and commission the Ministry of Housing to build five hundred thousand
dwelling units. However, faced with the pursuance of the “traditional” method applied in the market, based
on models of large dwelling units and concrete frame structural system that require a large number of crafts-
manship labor and longer construction time, the Ministry managed to deal with only a small fraction of the
target number of unit’s implementation.

This paper aims to formulate a methodology to tackle the difficulty of providing the required numbers of
housing units to meet the requirements of Saudi households, with high-quality, low-cost solutions in a short
period of time; and to utilize allocated resources for the Saudi housing sector to achieve the best results, in

order to generate a quantum leap in Saudi’s housing industry.

Key words: Housing, Cost Effective Design, Housing Demand, Saudi Arabia.
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