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1.9. Water Cycling

The continental United States
receives 30.0 inches of precipitation
annually. About 5.5 inches or 20
percent runs off directly as overland
flow to streams and 24.5 inches or
80 percent infiltrates the soil. An
average of 3.0 inches percolates
through the soil to the water table or
underground water reservoir with
the bulk of the water, 21.5 inches or
70 percent, being retained by the soil
and later returned to the atmosphere
by transpiration and evaporation

(evapotranspiration).
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