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1.12. Human Beings As a Factor of

Soil Formation

People’s use of the land for
agriculture, forestry, grazing, and
urbanization has produced extensive
changes in soils. These changes
include erosion, earth moving,
drainage, salinity, depletion and
addition of organic matter and
nutrients, compaction, and flooding.
Some activities can be judged

harmful and others beneficial.

Urban soils are frequently highly
modified by human beings, and
homeowners sometimes face huge
problems in growing lawn, shrubs,
and gardens. The incorporation of
lime containing mortar into soils
from the laying of bricks and other
masonry activities leaves many soils
with a high alkaline reaction that
causes certain nutrients deficiencies.
Sometimes the soil is little more than

an accumulation of trash. Mapping
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the soils or making a soil survey of
the area provides information useful
in planning sites for gardens,
buildings, and the like.
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