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1.15. Distribution of Land of Different

Quality Among the States

A study has been made with the
purpose of dividing the aquatic into
five groups on the basis of the land’s
capacity to produce grains, grasses,
and legumes without irrigation,
drainage, or fertilization. The group
names used are excellent, good, fair,
poor, and unfit for crop production.
The distribution of the first three
classes of land is also shown
graphically in Fig. 1.

The high percentage of excellent
and good land in the Corn Belt states
and the states immediately adjoining
them is worthy of consideration. The
question may well be asked, “What
conditions gave rise to the
development of so much land of
superior quality in that location?” It
should be remembered, furthermore,
that some of the land designated

“fair” in this classification produces
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superior  yields when fertilized.
Likewise, the production on large
acreages of land classified “fair” but
that is irrigated is much greater than
on high quality land without
irrigation. The extensive use of
irrigation explains why California
produces more agricultural products
than any other state but has little
excellent and good land, according to
Fig. 1.

So

question?: How many acres of

can you answer this

b

excellent, good and fair land per

person in each state?
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF EXCELLENT LAND
( WITHOUT IRRIGATION. DRAINAGE. OR FERTILIZATION)

FOR GENERAL CROPS

PRELIMINARY
ESTIMATES BU-
REAU OF CHEMIS~
TRY AND SOILS,
PUBLISHED IN

REPORT OF NA -
TIONAL RESOUR-
CES BOARD, 193¢

UNITED STATES TOTAL 101,038 000 ACRES
OR S.3 PERCENT OF ALL LAND

A

Figures in States are in
thousands of acres

‘&,‘ APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF GOOD LAND

{WITHCUT [RRIGATION. DRAINAGE. OR FERTILIZATION)

FOR GENERAL CROPS

L]
47.
}
- 1087 ° ;
(\\ ..sl a PRELIMINARY
\ ‘. ESTIMATES 8U-
L REAU OF GHEMIS-
A\ ; TRY AND SOILS.
AL PUBLISHED IN
'\ ° REPORT OF NA -
UNITED STATES TOTAL 210.925.000 ACRES 33\ TIONAL RESOUR-
OR 11t PERCENT OF ALL LAND Figures in States are in ‘¢ CES BOARD. 193¢
Y thousands of acres
) 0

AFPPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF FAIR LAND
(WITHOUT IRRIGATION. DRAINAGE. OR FERTILIZATION)

FOR GENERAL CROPS

PRELIMINARY
ESTIMATES. 8U-
REAU OF CHEMIS~
. . o TRY AND SOILS,

= PUBLISHED IN
REPORT OF NA-
TIONAL RESOUR-
CES BOARD. 1934

UNITED STATES TOTAL 345.872.000 ACRES

3928
OR 18.1 PERCENT OF ALL LAND %

Figures in States are in
thousands of acres
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