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drop their sediments in a fanlike
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narrow irregular stripes bordering
streams and rivers. A common
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sized particles overlying each other.

Mineralogically, alluvium is related N PN PSRBT PR PRV
to the soils that served as a source of PRIty
the material.
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streams is at a maximum. When a
flooding stream overflows its banks,
its carrying power is suddenly
reduced as the flow area increases
and velocity decreases. This causes
the coarse sands and gravels to
settle along the bank, where they
sometimes form conspicuous ridges
called natural levees. As the water
reaches the flood plains of the
valley, the rate of flow is slow
enough to permit the silt to settle.
Finally the water is left in quiet
pools, from which it seeps away or
evaporates, leaving the fine clay.

Terraces are developed from flood
plains as streams cut deeper
channels because of lowered
outlets. Several terraces may be
found along a stream or a lake that
has undergone repeated changes in
level.

Sediments not deposited as flood
plains are carried to the lake, gulf, or
other body of water into which a
stream empties. The decrease in
velocity at the stream’s mouth
together with the coagulating effect
of the salt content of the receiving
water body results in the deposition
of much of the suspended material,
thus producing a delta.
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