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2.1.3. Glacial Materials
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As the ice melted, giving rise to
moraines, great volumes of water
rushed away. These waters carried
guantities of sediment, the coarser
of which was deposited as the
current diminished. These coarse-
textured comparatively level
deposits are known as outwash
plains. Most of the finer silt and clay
were carried into slowly moving
water or lake basins, where they
settled out to form lake bed or
lacustrine plains.

It is customary to designate all the
material deposited by glaciers and
their melt waters as glacial drift. In
general, the effect of glaciation was
to scrape off and smooth the tops of
high land forms while filling valleys

and depressions. Thus continental
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glaciation decreased the local relief

intervals and flattened topography.
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