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2.1.5. Nature and source of Organic Soil
Parent Material

In locations where considerable
guantities of plant material grow
and decay is limited because of
much water or low temperatures, a
large accumulation of partially
decayed vegetable matter gradually
develops. Such deposits are of wide
occurrence and are not restricted to
any given climatic zone. They are
found in Europe, Asia, Africa,
Canada, South America, the United
States, and various other places,
including the tropics. However,
accumulations of this nature are
more common in northern latitudes
and occupy a larger percentage of
the land surface in Norway, Sweden,
Ireland, Scotland, northern
Germany, Russia, and Holland than
in countries lying farther south. In
the tundra region organic deposits
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are of frequent and extensive
occurrence.

Even when a rank growth of
vegetation occurs each year and
remains on the soil, peat does not
accumulate unless decay processes
are very slow. The most common
factor that limits decay is an excess
of water. Accordingly, in moderate
to warm climates, peat accumulates
in shallow lakes and swamps.
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