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Computer Skills for Science Teachers, as Determined
by Specialists

-stract:

The purpose of this study was to determine computer skills need for
ence teachers to be able to integrate technology into Science learning and
truction. More specifically, the study sought to answet the following two
:stions: First, how important are computer skills for Science teacherss, as
ermined by experts. Second, are there any significant differences in
-ermining the importance of these skills between different sample
egoties?

The descriptive survey methodology was applied in the study; where a
estionnaire #:s built to collect sample's perceptions abut computer skills
eded for science teachers. The questionmaire included thirteen major
mputer skills, which were divided into eighty sub-skills. The study sample
s consisted of Science Educaton and Computer Education faculty
'mbers in universities and teacher colleges in Saudi Arabia. The sample also
luded Scieace and Computer Literacy curriculum supervisors in the
inistry of Education, and field Science supervisors. The total number of
wurned questionnaires was ninety.

The findings of the study showed that the participants regarded all
‘mputer skills as very important, except for scanner skills and Database
ills, which were classified as "Important."; And computer skills were ranked-
dered as follows: 1. Operating System skills, 2. Presentation software skills,
Word processing skills, 4. Optical disk handling skills, 5. Communication
d Internet skills, 6. Educational software skills, 7. Spreadsheets skills, 8.
ymputer-Based Laboratory skills, 9. Drawing software skills, 10. Multimedia

i eparation skills,” 11. Digital camera skills, 12. Scanner skills, and 13.
¢ atabase skills.

o bt

The results also showed significant differences in participants’
termination of the importance of some of the skills according to the job
pe, and Academic discipline varables. At the end of the study,
commendations for incorpotating computer skill training in Science
Jucation programs were included, as well as suggestions for future studies.
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