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Phonetic Changes in the Passive Voice

Abuaws Ibrahim Al-Shamsan
Professor, Department of Arabic, College of Arts,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The change of the verb into the passive voice is a morphological
alteration of two vowel points in the verb. As a result of this morphological alteration, a
number of phonetic changes occur to the vowels and semi-vowels of the verb. This
paper deals first with the changes that happen to the past verb in its various types, then
it deals with changes happening to the various yupes of the present verb. The paper ends
with a study of the similarity in surface structure resulting from the morphological and
phonetic changes of past and present verbs. The research has drawn on the findings of
old Arabic scholarship and recent efforts in phonological studies with a view to
attaining an accurate description of the phenomenon, a convincing scholarly
interpretation and the formation of phonological and morphological rules.
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