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The Centre for the Study of Ageing and the National University of
Singapore’s Gerontology Research Programme
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... researchers were surprised to find the reason they gave was
physical comfort, such as having a roof over their heads ...
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The medical team included Professor Dubernard, a leading
French surgeon who performed the world’s first hand transplant
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ELDERLY LIVING WITH
THEIR FAMILIES
OFTEN FEEL LONELY

' GR()WING old whlle living
with.one’s family is no assur-
ance- against loneliness, with
many elderly saying they have
no one to talk to or confide in,
a Singapore survey--published
Thursday said. '

Nearly nine out of 10 of the

people queried live with their
families, but nearly 43 percent

. said they feel lonely and about

“a fifth said they have no one to
confide in, according to the
findings.

The Sage Center for the
Study of Ageing -and the
National University " of
Singapore’s Gerontology
Research Programme inter-
viewed 2,907 people 65 and
older. The results were pub-

lished in The Straits Times.
While seven in 10 surveyed
described themselves as satis-
fied;~ researchers were sur-
prised to- find the reason they
gave -was physical comfort,
such as having a roof over
their heads and television to

,watch.

“I thought people, especmlly
the elderly, would value family
re]atlonshnps over matenal
comfort,” psychiatrist Kda Ece
Hoek told the newspaper.

- The principal - investigator
for another, related study, Kua
is finding that the elderly are
ignored or neglected by their
families, or they are not close
to their neighbors.

“Loneliness is not about

being physically alone, but
feeling unconnected or unen-
gaged,” Zenon Teh, a coun-
selling centre’s executive
director, was quoted as saying.

“Many old people are mnot
properiyzuiiderstood by their
family miembers as their con-
cerns are different from their
children,”. Teh noted. “Some
children are too dead-tired
when they go home [from
work] to talk to their parents or
don’t know what to talk
aboui.,”

The phenomenon is a grow-
ing concern in Singapore,
where nearly one in five peo-
ple will be 65 or older by 2030
- DPA.
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SURGEONS in France have
performed the world’s first
partial face transplant, on a 38-
year-old French woman who
lost much-of her lower face in
a dog attack, said to be in
“excellent” condition on
Wednesday.

_In the pioneering procedure,
carried out in northermn France
on Sunday, a triangular section
.taken from a dead donor’s
face, including the nose,
mouth and chin, was trans-
planted onto the patient.

The medical team included
Professor Jean-Michel

Dubernard, a leading French

surgeon who performed the
world’s first hand transplant in
1998. o

“At this point, the patient is
in excellent. general condition
and the appearance of the
transplant is normal,” the two
hospitals involved in the oper-
ation said in a statement on
Wednesday.

The patient from the north-
ern  French  town  of
Valenciennes was admitted to
hospital in May with severe,
disabling facial injuries after
being mauled by a dog.

Facial transplant surgery —
which carried high physical
and psychological risks —
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was essential to restoring thé
functions she lost™ after her
accident, the hospital state-
ment said}

““Beyond its aesthetic conse- .

quences, the injury provoked
lesions that turned out to be
severely disabling both for
speech and for the chewing
function,” the statement said.

Such injuries were
“extremely difficult, even
impossible to repair using con-
ventional oral-facial surgery
techniques,” it said. -

The transplant was carried
out by a team led by Professor
Bernard Devauchelle, an oral-
facial specialist, at the univer-
sity- hospital in the northern
French town of Amiens, the

“statement said.

“Earlier Sunday, the facial
tissues, muscles, arteries and
blood veins needed for the
transplant were taken from a
donor in a brain-dead condi-
tion, whose family had autho-
rised the procedure {0 go
ahead.

The patient will have to take
immuno-suppressant drugs to
prevent her body from reject-
ing the donated tissue and will
remain under Dubernard’s
supervision at the university
hospital in the central-eastern
city of Lyon.

A French professor, Laurent
Lantieri, who was working

PLANT

fowards carrying out a facial

transplant, said: “We should
know by th&"end of the week
whether it has held, if there
has been no full-scale rejec-
tion”.

Computer modeling sug-
gests the patient’s new face
will eventually be a hybrid of
her own and that of the donor.

The transplant procedure
could bring hope for thou-
sands of people whose faces
are disfigured by bumns, trau-
ma, disease or birth defects —
although ethical concerns have
held back its development in
many countries.

Until now, surgeons have
used skin from patients’ backs,
buttocks or thighs for grafting
onto their faces, but the result
is often mask-like and recipi-
ents regain limited facial func-
tion, even after dozens of
operations.

The French news magazine
Le Point said French health
authorities gave the go-ahead
for the operation in August.

Dubernard, a surgeon at the
Edouard Herriot university
hospital in Lyon and a French
deputy, performed the world’s
first hand transplant in
September 1998, followed by
the first double hand and fore-
arm transplant in January
2000.
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7~ hen Wangari Maathai, a Kenyan known
for her work in human rights and envi-
ronmental conservation, including ef-

V V¥ forts to fight deforestation, worn the No-
bel Hummnm Prize last month, many took note that the
Nobel Committee had evidently expanded its notion
of “peace.” “Peace on earth depends on our:ability to

ing to-embrace an extended concept oH, peace as- “hu-
man security.” e

More probably, the noHEEzmm intended to Emm.m
light scarcity. of renewable natural Hmmoﬁnmm as an
important cause of war. Their statement, it is true,
dido’t deal with that issue directly, but Maathai her-
-self said that “the environment is very important in -

. the aspects of peace because when we destroy our re-
sources and our resources become scarce, we fight
over that” — an idea that was S&m@. mﬁ&o&mm in
news coverage of her award. :

In fact, speculation about, “water wars” and other
apocalyptic scenarios lacks solid fouridation. Some.
studies find a relationship between low-level conflict
and scarcity of resources like arable land; forests and.

.RE,EumnH by poverty, political instability and a re-
gion’s history of noﬁmﬁ Researchers haven't closed
the book on the question, but the most dramatic sce-
narios can be dismissed.

- Thelack of fresh water has been suggested as a par-
ticularly important factor in conflict. Boutros
Boutros-Ghali, the former United Nations secretary
gefiéral, is one of Bm@dwmﬁ&m who predicted in the
early 1990s that “the next war- SE be over water.”
Since then, we have withessed major wars in Afghan-}
istan, Congo, Iraq and Qmméwﬁm .39 no o_uﬁocm }
link to water shortages. -

Scarcity of fresh water is one Om the world’s major
health problems and constrains economic develop-

ment in many parts of the world. But that is not a:

. “water war” unless we radically redefine our con-
cepts of war and peace. Countries that share a river
appear to have a slightly higher probability of low-
level conflict over and beyond the simple fact of be-

secure our living environment,” it proclaimed, seem- -

fresh water, but others do not. In any case, this linkis -

%gw ecay for the next war

conflict. However, the Eowmgrq that stich conflicts
will escalate to major violence is low.

Population pressure and scarce land resources were
' for a while standard explanations in the media for the
~«civil war and the subsequent genocide in Rwanda in

© 1994. Today this conflict tends to'be interpreted as

| more of a traditional ethnic power struggle, Statistical

studies of civil war also indicate that countries with

high population density or high population growth are:

no more prone to civil war. Some even argue that pop-

“ulation growth stimulates economic growth and thus
indirectly reduces the risk of civil war.

Recently, attention has to some extent turned away
from resource scarcity and toward the problems
faced by countries endowed -with abundant natural
resources. In Sierra Leone and Angola, rebels have fi-
nanced their operations by dealing in “blood:’ dia-

. monds,” and in Colombia and Rq_umEmEu &Emm.
- have Em%ma a similar role.

Once again, though, we should be wary of prema-
ture generalization. In Botswana, diamonds have
created the economic basis for the closest thing we
find in sub-Saharan Africa to a-democratic welfare
‘state. The impact of the so-called “curse of natural
resources” is itself highly dependent on economic
and political factors, as well as the nature'of the
neighborhood.

Environmental ammﬁﬁnﬁon and scarcity of renew-
" able resources can present a danger to life and liveli-
hood in many third-world countries. But these haz-
ards are not wﬁEmE@ linked to a danger of war. Ex-
. aggerating the security aspects of environmental de-
~cay hardly helps our efforts to overcome the negative
Meritxell Duran - effects of resource scarcity.

Wangari Maathai and the Green Belt Movement
have done pioneering work:for environmental con-
servation in Kenya. But her work for @mSonQ and
human rights may well be seen asa more substantial
nobﬁ&ﬂﬁou to peace Emw her Qmm-ﬁmzﬁsm

ing neighbors. Such countries also seem to cooperate’
more: There are hundreds of international agree-
ments regulating the use of shared water resources,
but one is hard put to name a single case where a con-
flict over water led to large-scale violence.

What about scarcity of land? Population growth,
mmmogmﬁwmo? soil erosion and migration can in-
crease pressure on arable land. If such conflicts fol-
low ethnic or religious lines. thev mav lead to local

" Nils Petter Qm&?nr and mmalw 9.&& are @o.mmn.-
al scientists with the Center for the Study of Civil War -
at the International Peace Research Institute ‘in
O<la.
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Nina Larson e Agence France Presse

OSLO . — - Kenyan ecologist Wangari
Maathai, who yesterday received the 2004
Nobel Peace Prize at a ceremony in Oslo,
said protecting the environment was vital to
promote peace and democracy.

“There can be no peace without equitable
development and there can be no develop-
ment without sustainable management of the
environment in a democratic and peaceful
space. This shift is an idea whose time has
come,” said Maathai, who is the first environ-
mentalist to receive the prestigious prize.

“Industry and global institutions must

appreciate that ensuring economic justice,
equity and ecological integrity are of greater
value than profits at any cost,” she added in
her acceptance speech.

Kenya's assistant minister for the envi-
ronment since 2003, Maathai is the founder
of the Green Helt Movement — a campaign
to save Africa’s forests that began with
nine trees in-her yard nearly thiree decades
ago, and which has grown into the largest
tree planting project in Africa with more
than 30 million trees planted across the
continent. . - B

. -

Fas b - -

Dressed in a bright orange bubu dress with
a matching headband, Maathai, 64, accepted
the award in the brightly decorated Oslo City
Hall, decked with red and purple flowers,
from the chairman of the Nobel Committee
Ole Mjoes, and in the presence of Norway’s
King Harald. | ‘

The Nobel Committee’s decision to award
her the coveted prize reflects a new view on
peace activism and the extraordinary rise of
environmentalism emerging from the wings
to the centre stage of politics.

“Environmental protection has become yet
another path to peace,” Mjoes said.



