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The Effect of Disability on Family Adjustment

Abdullah M. Alwabli

Professor, Department of Special Education
College of Education, King Saud University, Riyadh

Abstract: No one differs on the importance of the functional role parents play
towards their family members’ needs, and the other roles they perform to achieve a
safe and happy life for all family members. However the occurrence of the disability
to one of the family members with no doubt affects these roles and may become
unbalanced, in which the family loses it’s stabilized feature as a being that which may
result in the need to rehabilitate the family so that it could play it’s balanced role
towards settling the family members and developing their needs towards those
individuals’ ambitions.

And based on this, the current researcher has revised several theoretical &
practiced studies in order to answer the questions of the presented study within three
basic cores and then through it, the description and analysis of the affect of the
disability on family adjustment within several theoretical frames, where it attempted
to present different explanations about the nature of the parents’ reaction towards the
disability & it’s different sources, and what different vocational roles are attached to
it. Also, a number of different intervention models have been examined, which
examines closely how to face the effect of disability incidence on family adjustment,
and which in return focuses on the importance of partnership between parents and
professionals as a basic core for making these models where their strategies differ, but
combined work remains it’s principle in facing the disability & it’s effects on family
adjustment.
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The Nature of Nonverbal Communication & its Used Approaches
with Students with Severe & Profound Mental Retardation

Abdullah M. Alwabli

Professor, Department of Special Education
College of Education, King Saud University, Riyadh

Abstract: Most cases of severe and profound mental retardation have shown
significant deficiency in overall communication processes, especially the process of
language and speech which lead to an apparent defect in their communication
function in it’s various types, and this condition reflected on their psychological,
educational, social and vocational adjustment. Due to the importance of the existence
of other communication modes besides the spoken language; the system of nonverbal
communication and it’s different approaches emerged to encounter the defects
associated with the communication process of the individuals of those cases.

Based on this, the current researcher has presented three questions which through
answering them; an attempt in describing and analyzing nonverbal communication
within the different frames of philosophical theories has been accomplished, where
the examination of the concepts and technical terms that defines nonverbal
communication and it’s several purposes have been discussed as well. Under these
educational implications there were several attempts at training individuals with
mental retardation on acquiring nonverbal communication skills with its different
levels. Thus the reviewed experimental & applied studies findings have shown that
individuals of these cases have the potentials that help them learn and acquire
nonverbal communication skills, not only that but their acquisition of those
approaches increased their language ability, whether in the amount of word
vocabulary or in sentences and their qualities and that is for communicating with
others in different directions.
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The Actual Practice of Assessment and the Importance of Using It in
the Area of Social Skills Training

Abdullah M. Alwabli

Professor, Department of Special Education
College of Education, King Saud University, Riyadh

Abstract. The purpose of this study is to investigate the extent to which social
education teachers in institutions of mental retardation in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, use
assessment procedures in the area of social skill training for mentally retarded
students. It also aims to determine the importance of using these procedures in the
same area from the perspective of female and male teachers who have been chosen
according to certain conditions, and who number 117 persons.

The study questions were formed in light of the study's two objectives, and the results
showed that the trends of teachers towards using assessment procedures in the area of
social skills training for mentally retarded students do not rise to the level of
importance necessary for applying assessment procedures in this area. That is why the
sample's answers came within the estimation of (sometimes). Even if there are
differences in the level of usage which lean towards the female teacher and those of
lengthy experiences the extent of usage stays within its lowest limitations. The study
results also show that teachers felt the importance and necessity of using assessment
procedures in the area of social skills training for mentally retarded students, although
there are some differences in this sense which favor female teachers and those of
lengthy experience, but still this does not decrease this importance in its general
picture. Rather, it increases its importance and the extent of the need to use it for
confronting behavior problems whi :h result from the lack of training process
association in the area of social skills training with assessment procedures.
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The Requirements for using individualized education plan in the
educating mentally retarded students & its importance from the
perspectives of Personal working with them in the K. S. A.

Abdullah M. Alwabli

Professor, Department of Special Education
College of Education, King Saud University, Riyadh

Abstract. The present study was designed to investigate the perspectives of personal
concerning the requirements of individualized education plan (IEP) and its importance
that should be used in programming for mentally retarded students in the K. S. A. The
specific research questions covered three basic requirements: (a) the foundations of
IEP, (b) the major elements of developing IEP, and (c) the applications &
implementation procedures of IEP. The two hundred fifteen special education
teachers & nonteachers, of mentally retarded students, were surveyed. Results showed
approval for the three basic requirements ranged between 83% to 87%. Regarding the
importance of using IEP, result showed no significant differences among subject
except in the first area of requirement, which was in favor of nonteaches; so the
present study offered the possible explanation for that difference. Furthermore,
recommendations have been suggested to enhance the trend of using IEP.
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Procedures For Students With Mental Retardation And Their
Educational Needs

Abdullah M. Alwabli

Professor, Department of Special Education
College of Education, King Saud University, Riyadh

Abstract. This study aims to investigate the extent of importance of applying
procedures for identifying students with mental retardation and determining their
individual educational needs. A questionnaire was sent to one hundred sixty programs
of mental retardation in Saudi Arabia. Only one hundred & nine programs (68%)
responded and completed 20 - item questionnaire using likert-type items covering
three dimensions of identification procedures (e.g. Referral, eligibility and program
development).

The main findings show that the three dimensions, referral, eligibility procedures and
procedures regarding program development, have the following high means
respectively, 2.76, 2.67, and 2.76. Significant differences are found between grade
levels means, in favor of first grade. Thus, the study offers the possible explanation
for that difference. Furthermore, recommendations have been suggested to enhance
the trend of applying identification procedures in the field of mental retardation in
Saudi Arabia or other Arab countries.
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Deinstitutionalization : Its Concept Applications
and possible benefits for Educating MR Children in Saudi Arabia

Abdullah M. Alwabli

Professor, Department of Special Education
College of Education, King Saud University, Riyadh

Abstract. The denial of philosophy of such institutions and their ideologies and the
establishment of the negative effect of services on institutionalized mentally retarded
person led to the search for a better alternative . The normalization as well as
deinstitutionalization movement developed as a challenge to the practice of these old
trends and overall as the best alternative.

This present study discussed the deinstitutionalization process from several
viewpoints : (1) deinstitutionalization as a theoretical concept, (2) the outcomes of
deinstitutionalization process in terms of the environmental & personal characteristics
associated with community program, of deinstitutional-ization, (3) the problems
associated with these programs, and finally, (4) Possible benefits for sopparting the
delivery service systems & mentally retarded persons in Saudi Arabia.
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