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Saadi Tour

Saudi Tour

from the Ka’bah which was built
by Ibrahim and his son Ismail.
The Grand mosque contains
the Ka’bah and the Mas’a, and
the holy station of Prophet
Ibrahim, and the Zamzam Well.

Ghar Hiraa

The place where the revela-
tion for the first time befell
Prophet Muhammad - peace be
upon him. It is located in Al
Nour Mountain (north of
Makkah), which witnessed one
of the greatest moments of rev-
elation from God the Almighty
Creator of the universe and
Lord of the heavens and earth.

The Ka’bah Cloth
(Kiswah) Factory

The Ka'bah cloth cover is
weaved from pure silk and
dyed black, and the factory
where it is made is available to
anyone who wants to visit. The
visitor can follow the stages of
dyeing the cloth, removing the
glue, fabric design, printing and
embroidery, and finally is able
to see the dawning of the cloth
over the Ka’'bah.

Ain Zubaidah

This is a very important his-
torical location that was estab-
lished by lady Zubaida, wife of
the caliph Haroun Al Rasheed
in the year 186 Hijrah (802
C.E.), after she realized the
dire consequences resulting
from the scarcity of water expe-
rienced by the pilgrims. It is
comprised of a group of water
fountains that represent the
ingenuity of Islamic architecture
and execution. These fountains
pass down from the mountains
surrounding Makkah from the
east side to be collected along
the path to Hajj sites and the
city of Makkah.

Al Saqqaf Palace
Itis a large palace consisting
of two floors and is located in

“Ghar leaa where the revelation for the first time befell Prophet Muhammad peace be upon him.

the neighborhood of Al
Ma’abdah in the city center and
illustrates the building model of
the Islamic architecture. It
includes many collections of
Islamic art. Covering an area of
nine thousand square meters,
the palce is located northeast
of the palace and is in the form
of a tower. King Abdul Aziz
used the palace when visiting
Makkah.

Recently Makkah withessed
the rise of many luxurious

“Ain Zubidah” water fountains
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hotels and furnished apart-
ments that meet the require-
ments of visitors and shoppers
crowding the area surrounding
the Ka'bah through many mega
projects that when completed
will mark a huge developmental
leap. Several recreational
areas for children have mush-
roomed around Makkah such
as Hokair centre, Badrah cen-
tre, and the Happy Child Centre
in Rusayfah.¢
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Makkah Street

$ The city of Makkah (the
Holy capital), Jiddah, and
Al Taif. The Holy Mosque, the
Ka’'bah, the Qiblah of the
Muslims, and the shrine of
Prophet Ibrahim, peace be
upon him, and the stone of his
son Prophet Ismail are all found
in Makkah. It is also where the

par excellence. The dwellers of
Makkah are composed of peo-
ple from different racial and cul-
tural backgrounds. Almost
every tongue is spoken in
Makkah especially for trade
and intercultural exchanges.
The most famous dishes there
are Fava beans ( Foul ), Al

spread all over Makkah offering
many dishes to choose from.
Restaurants and shops sur-
rounding the Gracious Grand
Mosque operate on a 24 hour
basis. The popular markets
(souks) are considered the
ideal place to shop for hand-
crafts, traditional artifacts,

An aerial view of the Grand Mosque and the surroundings

last messenger of God,
Prophet Muhammad, peace be
upon him, was born. Makkah
includes the holy sites (Mina,
Arafat, Muzdalifah), Umm Al-
Qura University and the head-
quarters of the Organization of
Islamic Conference (based in
Jiddah).

Makkah is an international city

Maasoub, Al Mabshour, Al
Zurbian, rice with chickpeas,
Sambousak, and deserts such
as Tabtaab, Al Lukaymaat,
Kunafah, Baklawah,
Mouhalabbiyah, rice with
yoghurt, Almasiyyah,
Labaniyah, Zalabiya, and many
other delicious dishes. Diverse
range of restaurants are wide-

spices, and natural Henna
products that are remarkably
cheaper than those found in
other markets in the Kingdom.

The Grand Mosque

It presides on top of the priori-
ty list of those visiting Makkah.
Its holiness doesn’t allow the
onlooker to remove his eyes
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Medicine

often develops as a result of
long-term exaggerated eleva-
tions in blood glucose levels fol-
lowing meals and throughout
the day. The term ‘insulin resist-
ance’ refers to the diminished
ability of insulin to stimulate glu-
cose uptake and storage by the
cells. It also includes the inabili-
ty of insulin to suppress liver
glucose production and fat
mobilisation from adipose tis-
sue, leading to increased levels
of fatty acids in circulation.
Insulin resistance is associated
with the accumulation
of fat in the body,
specifically, the distri-
bution of fat in the
abdominal area is a
strong determinant to
the development of
insulin resistance. As a
result, many cardiovas-
cular complications
were shown to be pri-
marily related to insulin
resistance.

Role of exercise

As the chronic rise in
blood glucose concen-
tration is known to be
the main characteristic
for developing T2DM, exercise
was shown to have a positive
influence in the maintenance of
glucose concentrations. There
are 2 established pathways by
which exercise improves glu-
cose uptake by the cell. The first
is an insulin independent phase
that lasts between 30 minutes to
1 hour post-exercise, where glu-
cose uptake occurs as a result
of a contraction-induced
improvement of glucose
entrance into the muscle cells.
The second is an insulin
dependent phase, which may
last for 6 hours following exer-
cise, and is charecterised by an
increase in insulin sensitivity by
the cell. Although the second
pathway may be impaired in
diabetic patients, the muscular

contraction blood glucose trans-
port into the cell occurs by a
separate mechanism and is not
affected by insulin resistance.
The acute effects of moderate
aerobic exercise were observed
to improve blood glucose levels
and insulin action. Following a
resistance exercise session,
lower fasting blood glucose
level were shown for at least 24
hours after exercise, which may
suggest that this form of exer-
cise may provide additional ben-
efit in the management of type 2

diabetes. With different mecha-
nisms of action in maintaining
blood glucose levels, it may be
more effective the combination
of both aerobic and resistance
training to maximise the exer-
cise-induced benefit.
Collectively, an acute exercise
bout can result in improvements
in systemic insulin action that
may last for 72 hours. The
chronic effects of continuous
exercise could be more pro-
found, with both aerobic and
resistance training contributing
to an enhanced insulin action,
blood glucose control, a reduc-
tion in blood lipid profile and risk
of cardiovascular disease and
an increase of fat oxidation and
disposal.

Role of Nutrition

Studies have shown an
increase in T2DM risk in those
who ingest high amounts of sat-
urate fats and high-glycaemic
index carbohydrates because of
their mediating influence in
developing insulin resistance.
The role of nutritional modifica-
tion has been examined in 2
distinct categories. This first is
based on nutritional recommen-
dations that ensure those the
maintenance of blood glucose
and fatty acid concen-
trations through dietary
plans that consequently
assist in weight reduc-
tions. These strategies
are focused on reduc-
ing the amount of
dietary fat intake, in
particular saturated fat,
both of which are
directly linked to cardio-
vascular risk and devel-
opment of insulin
resistance. The advice
on carbohydrate intake
appears to be complex,
nonetheless it would
seem the quality of the
carbohydrate rather the
guantity may play a
more important role on diabetes
management. Vegetables, fruits
and whole-grain cereals appear
to be the most appropriate of
carbohydrates. High daily intake
of dietary fibre was also shown
to be beneficial, not only in con-
trolling blood glucose levels but
also in improving cholesterol
levels in circulation.

The second category of nutri-
tional interventions are those
aimed to stimulate insulin secre-
tion from the cells of the pan-
creas following a meal. Arise in
blood glucose levels following
food intake is not accompanied
by a compensatory rise in
insulin from the pancreas of dia-
betic patients. Therefore, it was
thought that nutritional

approaches that stimulate the
endogenous insulin secretion
may be important in glycaemic
control that would reduce the
risk of developing diabetic and
cardiovascular complications.
The combined intake of a carbo-
hydrate/free amino acid/protein
mixture has been shown to be
the optimal stimulator of insulin
secretion in both healthy sub-
jects and diabetic patients by
increasing insulin secretion by
approximately 300%. This
increase in insulin levels is
expected to improve glucose
entry into the cells and thereby
controlling glucose concentra-
tions within a normal physiologi-
cal range. In fact, when free
amino acids/proteins were pro-
vided after each meal an 11%
drop in blood glucose levels
was observed in patients with
long-standing T2DM. Therefore,
the combined ingestion of free
amino acids/protein with carbo-
hydrate may be a viable effec-
tive nutritional strategy in gly-
caemic control.

Summary

Lifestyle management is consid-
ered to be the first line of
defense in the prevention and
treatment of T2DM. As such,
intervention programmes that
involve dietary modification and
exercise promotion can sub-
stantially reduce the prevalence
and reduce the progression of
diabetes related complications.
Indeed, the greatest reduction in
diabetes incidence has been
achieved by means of including
both dietary management and
increased physical activity.
When these strategies are
applied as a long-term interven-
tion (i.e. 3-4 years), remarkable
health outcomes were shown as
evidenced by 5-7% weight
weight reductions and a 58%
decline in the incidence of dia-
betes. Given the evidence-
based outcomes from these

Exercise was shown to have a positive influence in the maintenance of glucose
concentrations

nutritional and activity interven-
tions, below are the recommen-
dations for successful preven-
tion and management of T2DM
through lifestyle modification:

¢ At least a minimum of 150
minutes/week of moderate to
vigorous exercise should be
undertaken during at least 3
days with no more than two
consecutive days of recovery
between sessions.

¢ The supervised and com-
bined aerobic and resistance
training structure may elicit
additional benefits to health.
Other mild activities may also
be advantageous (e.g. stretch-
ing, yoga) in addition to the rec-

ommended weekly exercise
minutes.

¢ A reduction in total daily fat
intake to 10% of the total energy
intake.

¢ Frequent ingestion of whole-
grain products, vegetables,
fruits, low fat meat and milk and
vegetable oils.

¢ High daily intakes of dietary
fibres (40 grams/day).

¢ An amino acid/protein mixture
with water (0.4 g/kg/body
weight) following a meal would
aid in improving insulin action
throughout the day.¢

* PhD candidate, Department for
Health, University of Bath

Sports and Exercise, 42, 2282-303.

241-50.

422-7.

journal of medicine, 344, 1343-50.

[Online]. [Accessed 17 November 2011.
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portation because having a
car is very expensive.
There are many costs
associated with having a
car such as: parking fees,
Road Tax, maintenance
costs, fuel, MoT and insur-
ance. Insurance, in particu-
lar, is very expensive,
especially if you don’'t have
a UK license. In my case,
in my first year, | had to
pay 200 GBP/Month for the
car insurance. This went
down a lot when | received
my UK driving license, but
it is still a considerable
amount of money to pay
each month. Hence, my
recommendation of using
public transportation

unless it was essential to
get a car, and in that case,
try to get a UK driving license
as soon as possible, because
you are allowed to drive for one
year only with your
Saudi/International license.

Anything else you’d
like to add?

- Abdulrahman: | run an
Arabic blog (DrHariri.com)
which aims to help new stu-
dents understand the basics of
scientific research, its different
approaches and methods, and
how it can be carried out effec-
tively. | strongly encourage stu-
dents planning to continue their
post graduate studies to take a
look at it. Furthermore, there is
a Facebook page for those
interested in Scientific
Research:

Facebook.com/Arabic.Researc
h and everyone is welcome to
join to share and learn from the
community.

Dr. Hind Mohammed, a Saudi
Arabian psychotherapist, has
designed a programme to help
students cope with the culture
shock of life outside of KSA.

She works with the SACB in
the UK and Ireland. Easing the
transition by helping students
understand the cultural pres-
sures and dynamics of relating
to their peers and professors,
Dr. Mohammed is able to assist
students in overcoming their
sense of isolation and
dislocation.
http://uksacb.org/
http://www.saudiforum.us/
en/index.php?p=home

Being a beneficiary of King
Abdullah scholarship pro-
gramme, what is your input into
its favourable outcome?

- Mohammed: | came to the
U.K to pursue the following
objectives:

- to study, learn and acquire
the most-up-to-date education.

- to acquaint myself with other
cultures; to take what is useful
and leave out what is harmful.

- My advice to my brothers,
Saudi students, is not to pro-
crastinate. Do start researching
thesis as soon as possible.
Meeting deadline becomes
within reach.

Medicine

- The cultural programme
pursued by Saudi under-
graduates before leaving
for the U.K is useful in
responding positively to the
new challenges.

Study-Abroad
Survival Tips:

1. Select your course of
study after serious thought
and advice, not just
because it sounds easy.

2. Make sure your lan-
guage skills are proficient;
otherwise you'll struggle in
basic communication and
comprehension in class.

3. Do you want to be in a
city or out in the country?
Small college or large uni-
versity?

4. Accommodation is key
to your happiness — rent or
buy? Stay in a dorm or live with
family/friends? Consider the
pros and cons of each situation
and try short-term arrange-
ments if possible prior to com-
mitting to a year’s lease.

5. Weather can affect your
mood; can you survive lots of
snow or do you want sun?

6. Upon arrival, join clubs and
get involved to beat home-sick-
nesses. Make friends!

7. Invest in a good interna-
tional calling package or skype
to keep in touch with your fami-
ly. Make sure you are familiar
with the dialing codes!

8. Be true to yourself...enjoy
your independence without for-
getting your roots or your iden-
tity.

9. Avoid volatile political dis-
cussions. If drawn into contro-
versial topics, keep your cool
and don’t lose your temper.

10. Be open to new opportu-
nities, but know your bound-
aries. ¢

* Journalist and feature writer based
in London

Medicine

Prevention and Management
of Type 2 Diabetes:

-

L 2
The
Role of
EXercise

and
Natritio

Abdullah F. Alghannam*

% Within a few decades the
number of people having
diabetes had reached epidemic
proportions. New estimates sug-

gest that 346 million people
around the globe suffer from
diabetes, from which type 2 dia-
betes mellitus (T2DM) compris-
es 90% of all cases. This type
of diabetes was usually thought
to emerge at a later stage in
adulthood. However, an alarm-
ing steady increase has been
observed in younger people,
particularly overweight and
obese individuals. The term
diabetes mellitus involves a
multitude of aetiology charec-
trised by chronic high blood glu-
cose levels and disturbances in
carbohydrate, fat and protein
metabolism. Consequently, the
underlying metabolic mecha-
nisms for these defects have
been associated with insulin
resistance originating from obe-
sity and physical inactivity.
These factors along with genetic
susceptibility to this endocrine
disorder may explain the high
prevalence of T2DM in Saudi
Arabia, affecting 30% of the
population in a recent cross-
sectional study. It is well known
that diabetes is a cornerstone
for the development of detri-
mental attributes to human
health and ultimately a two-fold
risk of premature death than
healthy adults. Along with med-
ication, management of T2DM
can be achieved by diet and
exercise, with the latter being
linked to significant reductions
in the risk of the incidence of
T2DM within high-risk popula-
tions. Although physical activity
my delay or prevent diabetes,
the majority of people with dia-
betes are inactive.

T2DM is regarded as a metabol-
ic disorder by which the body is
unable to utilise glucose as a
result of insulin deficiency. This 3
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By Dilara Hofiz*

$ Over 120,000 Saudi stu-
dents are currently pur-
suing university-level degrees
and graduate studies abroad.
The United States, the United
Kingdom, and Canada are the
top three destinations for these
dedicated students, particularly
in the fields of science and
technology. The Ministry of
Higher Education of KSA funds
and oversees the welfare of
those Saudis wishing to partici-
pate in the study-abroad expe-
rience with a comprehensive
orientation programme prior to
their departure from the
Kingdom, as well as follow-up
sessions in each country

g’;

47
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Successful Academic
and Social Integration

through the Saudi Arabian
Cultural Bureaus (SACB).
Ensuring the academic, physi-
cal, and psychological well-
being of each student is the
goal which the Ministry strives
to attain — the numerous
awards and accolades collect-
ed by this Saudi diaspora is a
testament to their continuing
success!

Imagine arriving alone in a
foreign country in order to
attend university. Everything is
new and unfamiliar; the lan-
guage, the people, the money,
the transport system. It may be
the first time you've travelled on
your own, but you'’re not alone
if you're a Saudi student. To
begin with, all Saudi students

participate in a regional
Orientation programme prior to
embarking on their journey.
This programme provides
invaluable information pertain-
ing to banking, housing, social,
legal and scholastic issues —
basically it covers all aspects of
studying abroad in order to
ensure a successful experi-
ence.

Orientation programme
Highlights

1. Ensure academic success
— information about minimum
credit requirements etc.

2. Achieve psychological &
social equilibrium through cul-
tural education & social climate

in host country.

3. Acknowledge rights &
duties as a Saudi student and
an ambassador — emphasize
responsibility to religion &
homeland.

4. Equip students with basic
skills of self development &
personal safety.

The Cultural attaché the UK
and Ireland Professor Ghazi Al-
Makki is at the helm of the
SACB in the UK, along with a
big team of employees who
themselves were ex study
abroad students, oversees the
UK SACB with confidence and
professionalism, guaranteeing
the overseas students’ experi-
ence to be a successful one.
King Abdullah, Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques, initiated
two 5-Year plans to enable
Saudi scholarship students the
means to study abroad.
Currently in the 2nd year of the
2nd 5-Year plan, there are now
over 18,000 Saudi students
registered with SACB in the UK
alone!

Saudi UK graduate students;
Hani Choudhry, Abdulrahman
Hariri and Mohammed Alhalafy
share their perspectives on
their overseas experience:

What led you to the UK for your
studies?

- Hani: | had travelled to the
UK previously on holidays and |
liked the atmosphere and the
people were very friendly. | also
wanted to finish my Master’s
quickly. For a Masters it takes
one year if you are on a full
time course and 4 years for a
PhD, as compared to the US
and Canada and other foreign
countries where it takes 2 years
and up to 7 years for a Master’s
and PhD.

Abdulrahman: Before coming
to the UK, | was searching for
suitable Masters courses. The
search came down to a number

of courses at different universi-
ties in the UK. One of them was
the University of Warwick,
which has been consistently
one of the top five or ten UK
universities. After being award-
ed with my Master’s degree, |
chose to continue and do my
PhD at the same university.

What has been the best
experience & the worst experi-
ence in your time in the UK?

- Hani: I didn’t specifically
have any ‘worst’ experience. It
was more homesickness for
me. | had to cook, clean, man-
age my time and learn how to
be totally independent. That
was the main challenge for me.
As far as cultural shock is con-
cerned, | didn’t experience it. In
Jeddah, KSA, where | used to
live, we are accustomed to liv-
ing within a multicultural society
that it is easier to adapt any-
where else. My best experi-
ences, however, are because |
had a lot of support, thanks to
SACB, | was always taken
good care of and never had
money issues, which is very
important for a student. | got an
offer to study at The University
of Oxford and am in the
process of completing my PhD.

- Abdulrahman: The best
experience has to be the way |
felt about the safe learning
environment provided to the
students here in the UK. It
made me wish that such envi-
ronments existed in some
countries in the Middle East.
The worst experience | had
was when my house deposit
was stolen from me by the
landlord who gave me a
cheque to an empty account,
and while | did go to court and
win the case against the thief,
the verdict was not carried out
because he couldn’t be found,
as apparently, because he also
used a false name! Hence,

since then, | have always
warned others not to deal
directly with a landlord unless
he registered with a real estate
office where you have a proof
of who he really is and where
he lives.

What are your recommenda-
tions to Saudi students consia-
ering university in the UK?

- Hani: | would really like to
encourage Saudi students who
wish to apply to universities in
the UK. Don’t be put off by uni-
versities like Oxford and
Cambridge, thinking that they
just accept people who are
guote ‘genius’. | want Saudi
students to apply to these pres-
tigious universities because in
doing so it gives you the oppor-
tunity to get in touch with a
wider scope of the prominent
and esteemed people in your
intended career. This will dra-
matically increase your career
prospects.

- Abdulrahman: | would most
importantly recommend that
they undertake some English
courses before coming to the
UK. This should help improve
their general language skills.
Secondly, | would recommend
that they refrain from studying
at a particular university just
because others said it is easy
to pass there. The problem is,
usually those who say those
things haven't even studied at
any other university to be able
to do any kind of comparison.
Thirdly, | recommend that they
learn from other Saudis living in
their cities or close to them.
There are many Saudi students
clubs in the UK and those are a
good start when looking for any
kind of information. Most Saudi
students clubs run different lec-
tures or courses that may be of
benefit. Lastly, | recommend
that students try as much as
possible to use public trans-

»
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Calligraphy

London, Al-Thaqafiyah:

W Aesthetics, the philoso-
phy of art, owes its
English name to the Greek
“aisthétikos” which is a short-
hand word for the appreciation
of the charming and the beauti-
ful. Muslim scholars did not
view the question of aesthetics,
in this philosophical sense, as
an end in itself. Rather, their
interest was the focus of a
persistent probing into
the notion of an aes-
thetic attitude.

In the case of Arabic
calligraphy, as vivid-

ly exhibited in
Islamic civiliza- ] _f
tion, the exquis- ==~E+F
itely scripted [y
Noble Qur’an,

was written in a
variety of forms and
styles.

Seen as the embodi-
ment of a thriving tradition

of Arabic calligraphy, these
forms and styles date back to
the very first century of Islam.
“Exhibition Islam” editorial
team, a cluster of scholars,
have singled out a major
launch at the Islamic Cultural
Centre in London during which
a unique collection of Qur’anic
manuscripts from every century
of Islam were on display for the
first time in the U.K to embark
upon a project of composing
the text of “The Magnificent
Qur’an: A Unigue History of
Preservation”.

The sweep of the project
makes it difficult to pin down all
aspects of its theme, but this
unique history of what is one of
the Islamic world’s great pre-
serves requires bravado of a
truly distinguished team of
scholars even to skirt. “The
Magnificent Qur’an: A Unique
History of Preservation” does

Account of the
Preservation of
a Well-Guarded

An Aesthetic

not make uncomfortable read-
ing, though, such is the charm
of its plan and style.

For example: “Exhibition
Islam’s curators have worked
diligently to bring into the col-
lection, everyday copies of the
Qur’an that not only enhanced
the quality of the collection but
also told the story of its preser-
vation”. “Each manuscript is
therefore unique, not only in
terms of the writing, but also in
the materials used such as the
type of paper or ink. Some cul-

el
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-

tures and geographic regions
have used locally available
materials for the production of
papers, whilst other manu-
scripts have been written on
imported machine made paper.
The earliest manuscripts are
often written on prepared ani-
mal skin known as vellum or
parchment.
The style of binding also varies
considerably according to the
region and period. Some
African manuscripts are not
bound at all and would
have been carried as
loose pages in a
satchel or pouch”.
The editorial team was

)

=-ar components of the
I project and hastened
to point out that any
book which describes
> some of the Devine

aspects of the Qur’an

should contain some spe-

cial features. This is one of
the reasons behind the very
large format of this book and
the fact that the team has
given it seven different
names displayed on
separate pages.
The scholars
behind the ven-
ture major in
intensity,
partly
through their
precise and highly
charged vocabulary.
Introducing their book, stating
its subject and scope, they
write: “Guidance, comfort,
beauty and inimitability. The
Noble Qur’an represents all
these qualities and much more;
it forms the very foundation of
the Islamic faith, remembrance
in times of joy and anguish, a
sea of knowledge and a treas-
ury of wisdom, all in the most
exquisite style. Its verses are

- alert to these particu-
s 2
ﬁ .‘ ;

etched in the hearts and minds
of hundreds of millions of peo-
ple, both young and old. Its
melodious recitation can be
heard night and day around the
globe”.

“For the faithful it provides an
insight into the ultimate real-

ity and it represents a
unique sign from God
Almighty (ALLAH).
ALLAH, the Most
High, has pre-

served the Qur’'an and
guaranteed it from corruption
until the end of time. Its meticu-
lous preservation and transmis-
sion over the centuries in a
written form as well as orally
through memorization has

ensured that the Qur’an avail-
able today is the same as that
which was revealed to Prophet
Mohammad (peace be on him)
in the 7th century”.

A great
deal of research
has gone i

24 @l-Thaqafiya - Issue 76

been showcased in many cities
across the world including
Copenhagen (Denmark),
Tromso and Oslo (Norway),
Cape Town (South Africa),
Doha (Qatar) and Dubai

(UAE). But if this
book shows any-

thing, it is its
attempt to hover
around a well-guard-
ed book, a timeless
miracle.

The voluminous 585 of
big size and beautiful
pages show images of the
various manuscripts written
in broiled Arabic calligraphy in
its various forms throughout
more than 14 centuries. ¢

' Issue 76 - Al-Thaqafiya 25




e ————
o —

2 SN AL

——— 2 e e [
- S E = S,

&S A SN

their sentences. Within the
framework of this programme,
the detainees are relocated to
private houses, as visits are
allowed and it is possible to
spend the day with the
detainee. This programme
includes the practical and psy-
chological rehabilitation to rein-
tegrate detainees into society.
The UN Security Council
praised this programme in
2007, and commended Saudi
efforts in rehabilitating and pro-
viding counselling to detainees
and called for the dissemination
of such programmes interna-
tionally. The U.S. Defence
Secretary Robert Gates was
briefed on the efforts of the
advisory committee and
praised the efforts that he saw.
In addition, many organizations
praised such efforts which suc-
ceeded in bringing back many
of those who had been misled
to the right path.

HRH Prince Nayif with the french foreign minister Alan Juppe

Institutes, departments,
chairs, and scientific
centres that bear

his name:

A number of universities in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and
abroad established depart-
ments, chairs and scientific
centres bearing his name, such
as:

« Institute of Prince Nayif bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud for research
and advisory services at Imam
Muhammad bin Saud Islamic
University in Riyadh.

» Department of Prince Nayif

LT
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bin Abdulaziz Al Saud for
Islamic Studies and Arabic at
the University of Moscow in the
Russian Federation.

e Chair of Prince Nayif bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud for
Intellectual Security Studies at

Important points in
the life of the new
Crown Prince Nayif

Bin Abdul Aziz

A

....and with king Abdulla of Jordan

King Saud University in Riyadh.
* Chair of Prince Nayif bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud for the
Sunnah (Prophetic Traditions)
Studies at King Saud University
* Chair of Prince Nayif bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud for the

1. He was educated at the
Princes’ School in Riyadh, a
specialist school created for
the House of Saud’s chil-
dren, and by senior religious
scholars.

2. Having studied diploma-
cy and security affairs,
Prince Nayif took up his first
government role at just 18
years of age, as deputy gov-
ernor of Riyadh region. A
year later he was promoted
to become governor of the
region.

3. In 1970, Prince Nayif
began working at the Saudi
Ministry of the Interior and by
1975 he was interior minister
in the Saudi cabinet, a post
he has held continuously
ever since.

4. He has led an efficient
campaign against terrorism
following the September 11,
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National Unity Studies at Imam
Muhammad bin Saud Islamic
University in Riyadh.

* Chair of Prince Nayif bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud for the pre-
vention of drug at Imam
Muhammad bin Saud Islamic

2001 attacks, and particular-
ly after Al Qaeda ignited a
series of bloody terrorist
attacks inside the kingdom in
2003. In addition, he has a
reputation for understanding
Saudi people’s psychology.

5. In 2001, Prince Nayif
publicly supported a move to
issue women with their own
identity cards, a decision
which gave women more
freedom in many financial
and legal transactions.
Before the change was
made women could only be
registered on their fathers’ or
husband’s cards.

6. He was the organizer of
the famous telethon (tele-
vised charity event) to raise
money for Palestine in April
2002.

7. King Abdullah appointed
him as Saudi Arabia’s
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University in Riyadh.
* Chair of Prince Nayif bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud to study the
Promotion of Virtue and
Prevention of Vice at the
Islamic University in Medina.

e Chair of Prince Nayif bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud for Youth
Development at the University
of Prince Mohammed bin Fahd,
in the Eastern Province.

* Prince Nayif bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud International Centre for
Culture and Science at King
Fahd University of Petroleum
and Minerals.

* Prince Nayif bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud for Health Sciences
Research at King Saud
University in Riyadh.¢

Second Deputy Prime
Minister in 2009. Prince
Nayif also chairs the
Supreme Committee on the
Haijj, the pilgrimage to Mecca
required of Muslims, which is
in charge of securing the
safety of the pilgrims and the
pilgrimage sites.

8. In August 2011, Prince
Nayif won libel damages suit
against the British newspa-
per ‘The Independent’ after it
published an article, in April
of the same year, which
claimed that he had ordered
Saudi police chiefs not to
show mercy to unarmed
demonstrators and use live
rounds on them during this
year’s Arab uprisings. Prince
Nayif’s lawyer declared that
the damages received from
The Independent will be
donated to charity. ¢
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In Brief

% ¢ His Royal Highness bin Faisal Al Saud, by his wife
Prince Nayif bin

Abdulaziz bin Abdul Rahman Al
Saud was born in 1352 AH,
(1934).

* Is the twenty-third son of King
Abdul Aziz bin Abdul Rahman

Sudairi.

Abdulaziz Al Saud.
« Studied at the School of

Medals and awards His Highness received:

His Highness was awarded a number of decorations, medals, and
honors, the most prominent of which:

*» The King Abdul Aziz Sash of the first degree, which is the high-
est honor in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

» Sash of the degree of the clouds from the Republic of China in
1397 AH / 1977.

» Honorary Doctorate in Law from the People’s Republic of China
on 17 Shaaban 1399 AH.

» Honorary Doctorate in Law from South Korea.

» Honorary Doctorate from Umm Al-Qura University in Islamic pol-
itics.

» Honorary Doctorate from the University of Rabat in the Republic
of the Sudan.

» Honorary Doctorate from the Lebanese University.

» The Legion of Honor from France in 1397 AH / 1977.

* Order of the planet from the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,
1397 AH / 1977.

* Order of the Liberator of Venezuela in 1397 AH / 1977.

* Order of the national security of South Korea in 1400 AH / 1980.
* Order of the Cedar from the Republic of Lebanon.

» Award of Excellence for humanitarian action in 2009 by the
International Medical Congress in Budapest in recognition of his
humanitarian role in overseeing the relief and humanitarian com-
mittees and campaigns in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia through
the relief and humanitarian committees and campaigns in the
affected countries.

« Distinguished Donor Award of the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) as the first world
figure to receive this award in recognition of his efforts and signifi-
cant contributions to humanitarian work thanks to the activities of
the Saudi relief and humanitarian committees and campaigns
under his supervision.
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Princess Hissah bint Ahmad Al

* Known as Abu Saud, after his
eldest son, Saud bin Nayif bin
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His Royal Highness Prince
Nayif bin Abdulaziz Al Saud

princes, and received educa-
tion in the school by Mr. Ahmad
Al Arabi, a virtuous educator
and an able teacher from
Makkah, and then by Sheikh
Abdullah Al Khayat, God bless
their souls.

Track record:

- Held several positions since
the era of his father King Abdul
Aziz, May God Rest His Soul.

e On 17 Jumada Al Thaniyah
1371 AH, he was appointed
Deputy Emir of Riyadh region.
» On 3 Rabi Al Thani 1372 AH,
he was appointed Emir of
Riyadh region.

» Appointed as Deputy Minister
of the Interior, on 29 Rabi Al
Awwal 1390 AH, and on 17
Ramadan 1394 AH, he was
appointed to the same position
with the rank of minister.

* On 17 Rabi Al Awwal 1395
AH, a decree was issued
appointing him Minister of
State for Internal Affairs.

* On 8 Shawwal 1395 AH, a
royal decree was issued
appointing him Minister of the
Interior.

e On 30 Rabi Al Awwal 1430
AH ( 27 March 2009 ), King
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz,
appointed him Second Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of
the Interior.

* On 29 November 1432 AH, 27
October 2011, the Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques King
Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz, issued
a royal order to appoint him as
Crown Prince after the death of
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HRH Prince Nayif

His Royal Highness Prince
Sultan bin Abdulaziz, May God
Rest His Soul.

e Saudi Allegiance Commission
met and agreed to appoint him
as Crown Prince, the seventh
crown prince of the kingdom
and the first crown prince
selected by the commission in
1432 AH (2011).

His tasks:

* General supervision of the
humanitarian and relief commit-
tees and campaigns, in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

* Honorary President of the
Council of Arab Interior

Ministers.

* Honorary President of the
Association of Sciences and
Communication at King Saud
University in Riyadh

* Honorary President of the
National Association of
Retirees.

* Honorary President of the
Saudi Association for Media
and Communication.

» Chairman of the Supreme Hajj
(Pilgrimage) Committee.

» Chairman of the National
Commission for Drug Control.

» Chairman of the Higher Media
Council.

e Chairman of the Supreme
Commission for Industrial

Security.

» Chairman of the Supreme
Council of Civil Defense.

» Chairman of the Nayif Arab
University for Security
Sciences.

e Chairman of the workforce
Council.

e Chairman of the Board of the
Human Development Fund.

* Chairman of the Supreme
Commission of Nayif bin Abdul
Aziz Al Saud International
Award, on the Prophetic
Sunnah and Contemporary
Islamic Studies.

e Chairman of the Board of the
Supreme Commission for
Tourism.

« Vice President of the National
Commission for Wildlife
Conservation and
Development.

* Member of the Supreme
Council for Islamic Affairs.

» Member of the Saudi
Allegiance Commission.

Work in the fight
against terrorism:

HRH is responsible for over-
seeing two programmes for the
rehabilitation of detainees in
terrorism cases:

1. The first provides counselling
to the detainees under investi-
gation before the trial, and is a
vast programme involving a
number of highly experienced
security personnel, their
Eminences the Islamic scholars
and some university professors
who are specialized in Islamic
religious studies, psychology,
and social sciences.

2. The second is in charge of
the detainees after they serve
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Cover story

HiRH Crown Prince Nayif bin Abdulaziz:
Champion of Social Cohesion

Minister of Higher Education:

Prince Nayif has laid the foundations for development
by establishing the bases of secarity and stability

The Ambassador of the firmly based on HRH Prince Nayif's

3

Custodian of the Two Holy known experiences in'a multiplicity

Mosques in the United Kingdom, of fields. $ Ir_1 A st?terggnt i I\tlhe.focgg- WS
HRH Prince Mohammed bin Nawaf RSP e g 3 L :
Abdulaziz’'s appointment as the HE-:.the~-Mnister: . of. -iEHigher

bin Abdulaziz = Al = Saud ' has
expressed his congratulations to
Crown Prince Nayif ben Abdulaziz
Al Saud, Deputy Premier and
Minister of Interior on the royal trust
of the custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques = King  Abdullah  bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud in his choice as
Crown Prince and appointment as
Deputy Premier and Minister of

Having served as interior minister
in the Saudi Cabinet since 1975,
he has successfully laid down the
foundations of the Kingdom'’s secu-
rity, steadiness and stability.
Thanks to his intelligence, and sin-
cerity Crown Prince Nayif can be
seen as one of the state’s prime
builders.

As '‘an undersecretary of the

H.R.H Prince

new Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia,
His Excellency Minister of Higher
Education Dr. Khalid bin
Muhammad Al Angari said: “The
appointment of His Royal Highness
Prince Naif bin Abdulaziz, Crown
Prince, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Interior is a trust on the
part of the leader of this country,

/

Education commended the humane
qualities that distinguish Prince
Nayif's character, May God protect
him, considering that the files he
had been in charge of and the
great challenges that had polished
and enriched the experience of His
Highness make his appointment to
the post of Crown Prince the best

fragisn A E S L e CoveInate: oE the RIVAHR ARt BT the Custodian of the Two Holy L. support  for his brother the
In a st.atement issued on this occasion, the as a Governor and Minister of Security he is Mosque_s ; King Abdullah i i Kha%-?;:ggrrimmmad Susoalon O-f ek Ho_Iy
Ambassador pointed out that the royal trljst of the champion of social cohesion within Saudi e g, e g . Mosques Gt Abqlullah i
the Two Holy Mosques has undoubtedly been society. 0 worthy and_ capa_tble of assuming the honor (_)f Abdulaziz in running the state affairs.
; responsibility. It is a message for those within
the country and abroad that the House of On this occasion, HE Dr. Khalid bin

Cultural Attache:
Crown Prince Nayif is Key to Societal Solidarity

Premier and Minister of Interior.

In a statement to Al-Thaqgafiyah,
the Cultural Attaché said that the
Crown Prince has long believed
that Societal solidarity within the
Kingdom was key. As integral part
of His Majesty the late King Abdul
Aziz’'s mission and that of his suc-
cessors, including the Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques and Crown
Prince Nayif bin Abdul Aziz was
the consolidation of a secure and
stable country. Thanks to his for-

i‘i The Cultural Attaché Prof.
Ghazi bin Abdul Wahed Al-
Makky has expressed in his name
and that of the staff of the Cultural
Bureau in the U.K, and the spon-
sored students of King Abdullah
sponsorship programme in British
Universities and institutioms his
congratulations to Crown Prince
Nayif bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud,
Deputy Premier and Minister of
Interior on the Royal confidence and
trust of the custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques King Abdullah bin ward-looking vision, dedication and
Abdul Aziz Al Saud in his naming as hard work the Kingdom continues
Crown Prince and appointment as Deputy ‘ its unique role. ¢

£
Prof. Ghazi bin Abdul Wahid
Al-Makky

Saud is united and is making the decisions in
accordance with the interests of the country.”

Dr. Al-Angari added that Prince Nayif,

“has assumed responsibility since

the age of 18 years as Deputy
Emir of the Riyadh region in
1951, then as its Emir. He has
been - a : member- of the
Council of Ministers since
1975, and in charge of the
security file since then. As
everyone knows, if the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is
mentioned, it is synony-
mous with security and sta-
bility, and if security is men-
tioned, it is synonymous with
Prince Nayif bin Abdulaziz.
Development cannot flourish
without stability, and no country
can enjoy stability if security has

not been achieved in all its various

Muhammad Al-Angari conveyed his deepest
congratulations to the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques, the royal family on this con-

sensus, and to His Royal Highness
Prince Naif bin Abdulaziz, his sincer-

est congratulations on this trust,
praying to God to provide His
Highness with support and
strength.
His Excellency said:” | con-
gratulate this country for its
wise leadership and ask
God the Almighty in these
blessed days to protect the
Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques King Abdullah bin
Abdulaziz and His Highness
the Crown Prince Nayif bin
Abdulaziz to continue leading
our country, and to preserve in
our country the blessings of
security, safety and stability. May

God accept our prayer.”¢

HRH Prince Nayif
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% The heir to the throne of
the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, Crown Prince Sultan
bin Abdul Aziz, passed away
due to illness on 22 October
2011, May Allah Bless His
Soul.

King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz,
and the people of Saudi
Arabia, received condolences
from across the Arab and
Islamic world, including from
King Mohammed VI of
Morocco, King Abdullah bin Al
Hussein of Jordan,
Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas, Syrian
President Bashar Al-Assad,
and Iranian Foreign Minister
Ali Akbar Salehi.

» US President Barack
Obama expressed “great
regret” over the passing of the
prince, whom he described as
a “strong supporter of the
deep and enduring partner-
ship between our two coun-
tries forged almost seven
decades ago”. “On behalf of
the American people, | extend
my deepest condolences to
King Abdullah, the royal fami-
ly, and the people of Saudi
Arabia.”

» US Vice President Joe
Biden arrived in Riyadh to
offer condolences and
express sympathy to the
Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques King Abdullah bin
Abdul Aziz; Prince Nayef bin
Abdul Aziz, Second Deputy

16 Al-Thaqafiyah - Issue 76
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Remembrance and commemoration
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Premier and Minister of
Interior, the royal family, and
the Saudi people on Prince
Sultan’s passing. He
expressed his sadness adding
that the world will remember
Prince Sultan’s remarkable
services to the Saudi people
over the past half-century, and
his good care for Saudi citi-
zens at home in financing
housing and medical care for
the needy people, in addition
to financing, among other
projects, scientific research on
water and combating desertifi-
cation.

» US secretary of state
Hillary Clinton expressed con-

The Good Deeds of the late
Prince Sdltan Bin Abdul Aziz will long oatlive him

dolences on the crown
prince’s death. “The Crown
Prince was a strong leader
and a good friend to the
United States over many
years, as well as a tireless
champion for his country,” she
said. “He will be missed.”

* Prince Charles, the Prince
of Wales, wrote to the
Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques King Abdullah Bin
Abdulaziz. A royal spokesman
said: “the Prince of

Wales sent a personal letter
of condolence to the King of
Saudi Arabia expressing his
deep sadness at the news.”

* Britain’s Prime Minister

. - S R
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David Cameron said he was
“saddened” to hear of Prince
Sultan’s passing. “He had
many friends in this country,
and we have all benefited
from his wisdom and expert-
ise in international affairs over
his long years of service,”.

* British foreign secretary
William Hague paid tribute to
the Crown Prince: “He served
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
for many years with great dig-
nity and dedication. His contri-
bution to the prosperity and
development of the kingdom
will long be remembered. |
would like to offer my sincere
condolences to the kingdom

A QU NS QU= NS QUE NS QU NS QU NS Q0 NS G =N

and its people at this sad
time.”

* French President Nicolas
Sarkozy sent a personal letter
of condolence to King
Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz say-
ing, “Prince Sultan played a
crucial role in the moderniza-
tion of Saudi Arabia, particu-
larly in the field of defense.
His death is a great loss to
your country. Prince Sultan
established relations of trust
and friendship with France
and gave our partnership a
new dimension. With his
passing, France loses a true
and sincere friend.”

* Russian President Dimitry

4
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Medvedev said “we received
with great sorrow the news of
the death of Prince Sultan bin
Abdulaziz, and we express
our deep condolences and
sincere sympathy to the peo-
ple of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia,” he said.

* Li Liguo, special envoy of
Chinese President Hu Jintao
and Chinese Minister of Civil
Affairs attended the memorial
held in the Royal Palace in
Riyadh for Prince. Li con-
veyed condolences of
President Hu Jintao to King
Abdullah and expressed deep
grief over the death of Prince
Sultan. ¢
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Health Education and Teacher
Training at UNESCO, which
was established in March 2001
2. Prince Sultan Bin Abdulaziz
Chair for Environmental
Engineering in the Civil
Engineering Department at
King Fahd University for
Petroleum and Minerals,

which is the first research chair
at the University

3. Prince Sultan Bin Abdulaziz
Chair for Communication
Technology at King

Saud University

4. Prince Sultan Bin Abdulaziz
Chair for Water Research Prize
at King Saud University

5. Prince Sultan Bin Abdulaziz
Chair for the Environment and
Wildlife at King Saud University
6. Prince Sultan Bin Abdulaziz
Chair for Contemporary Islamic
Studies at King Saud University
7. Chair of Prince Sultan Bin
Abdulaziz Al-Saud Charity
Foundation for People

with Special Needs at King
Saud University

8. The Scholarly Chair for
Muslim Minorities at King
Abdulaziz University in Jiddah
9. Professorship Chair for
Energy and Water Research at
Prince Muhammad Bin Fahd
University in the Region

10. Prince Sultan Bin Abdulaziz
Program for Arab and Islamic
Studies at the University of
California, Berkeley in the
United States of America. It
aims at teaching Arabic lan-
guage and the Islamic Shari’
ah, supporting visiting
researchers, alumni and gradu-
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Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz (right) along with prince Nayif bin Abdulaziz

ate students as well as those
who are interested in studying
topics concerning the Arab and
Islamic worlds, including
Arabic, history,

sociology, ethnology and other
sciences. The Program also
aims at introducing the noble
principles of Islam in order to
bring the views of the East and
the West closer.

11. Prince Sultan Bin Abdulaziz
Program for Academic and
Cultural Cooperation

with Oxford University to pro-
vide scholarships for Saudi stu-
dents to study for BA, MA and
PhD in humanities.

12. Prince Sultan Bin Abdulaziz
Program for the support of
Arabic language at UNESCO
13. Sultan Bin Abdulaziz
Program for Special Education
at the Arab Gulf University in
the Kingdom of Bahrain to pre-
pare and qualify specialists in
Special Education

14. Prince Sultan Center for
Speech and Hearing in the
Kingdom of Bahrain, which
aims at rehabilitating people
with hearing disabilities

15. King Abdulaziz Center for

the Studies of Islamic Sciences
at the University of Bologna,
Italy. This center is concerned
with the study of Islamic sci-
ences, history, philosophy as
well as Arabic and Oriental lan-
guages.

16. Prince Sultan for
Environment, Water and Desert
Research at King

Saud University.

17. Prince Sultan Bin Abdul
Aziz International Prize for
Water at King Saud University
18. Supporting and financing
the Prince Sultan Bin Abdulaziz
International Program

for Distinguished Research
Grants at King Saud University.
19. Supporting and financing
the Saudi Association for
Economics and the Saudi
Association for Media and
Communication at King Saud
University.

20. Supporting academic chairs
at King Saud University with a
sum of ( 50 ) Million SR.

21. Supporting and financing a
number of academic associa-
tions and activities

at the Saudi universities.
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Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz (right) along with prince Salman bin Abdulaziz

Supporting Scientific and
Research projects

As an extension of his belief in
the importance of scientific
research in the service of
humanity, His Royal Highness
is financially supporting numer-
ous scientific and research
projects inside and outside the
Kingdom, including:

1- Supporting Prince Sultan
Private University in Riyadh

2 - Supporting Dar Al-Hikmah
Women College in Jiddah.

3 - Supporting disability
research projects and centers
for the disabled.

4 - Supporting centers for
research and treatment of heart
diseases.

5 - Supporting the Senility and
Dementia Research Center at
King Saud University in Riyadh
6- Supporting the Wildlife Fund.
7 - Supporting the project of
preparing space image atlas for
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

8 - Supporting the establish-
ment of Prince Sultan
Civilizational Center in Hail.

9 - Supporting Prince Sultan
Project for Preserving Falcons.
10 - Establishing Rawdhat Al-
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Ajyal Schools in Palestine.

11 - Supporting Prince Salman
Center for Disability Research
with a sum of (10) Million SR
annually.

12 - Supporting Prince Fahd
Bin Sultan University in the
Tabouk Region.

13 - Supporting King Saud
University with a sum of

(10) Million SR annually.

14 - Supporting the Saudi
School for Orphans in Pakistan.
15 - Supporting the Medical
Project in Pakistan.

16 - Supporting the Center for
Treating Cancerous Diseases
in Morocco.

17- Supporting Al-Azhar
University in Egypt.

18 - Supporting girls’ shelters in
the Philippines.

19 - Supporting the Islamic
Center in Japan.

20 - Supporting the Supreme
Council of Mosques in
Germany.

21 - Supporting the Islamic
Cultural Association in Geneva.
22 - Supporting the Supreme
Arab Commission in Palestine.
23 - Supporting the
Encyclopedia Project on the
Palestinian Issue.

24 - Supporting Prince Sultan
Laparoscopy Center in Kosovo.

Roles and Missions

In 1947, Prince Sultan bin
Abdul Aziz was appointed gov-
ernor of Riyadh. In that year, he
oversaw the Arabian American
Oil Company’s (Aramco’s) con-
struction of a rail link between
Dammam in the eastern
province and Riyadh which was
inaugurated by his father, King
Abdul Aziz bin Abdul Rahman
Al Saud, in 1951.

He joined the cabinet in 1953,
the year that King Abdul Aziz
bin Abdul Rahman died and
was succeeded as king by his
son Saud bin Abdul Aziz.
Prince Sultan became the king-
dom’s first Agriculture Minister,
Two years later, Prince Sultan
became Communications
Minister, supervising the devel-
opment of the Kingdom’s
telecommunications network.

He became Defense and
Aviation Minister in 1962 and
closed Multibillion deals to
establish the modern Saudi
Armed forces, including Land,
Air, Naval and Air Defense
Forces, which were doubled to
more than 100,000 men.

He created a massive Military
Establishment in Saudi Arabia
through arms purchases from
the US, the UK and France. He
built Military Cities, largely with
US support. He was still the
Kingdom'’s Defense Minister in
1990 when U.S. forces
deployed in Saudi Arabia to
defend it against Iraqi. ¢
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Sultan Bin Abdulaziz Special
Committee for Relief.

First: Sultan Bin
Abdulaziz Al-Saud
Charity Foundation

This is a nonprofit foundation. It
was established in 1995 and is
financed by His Royal
Highness. The foundation has
a number of humanitarian and
social objectives represented in
providing social and health care
as well as comprehensive reha-
bilitation for people with special
needs and the elderly. It also
has prominent activities in sup-
porting research in the field of
humanitarian and medical serv-
ices besides technological sci-
ences in conjunction with pres-
tigious research centers
worldwide. The foundation
endeavors to achieve its objec-
tives through a number of proj-
ects and activities, including:

1. Sultan Bin Abdulaziz
Humanitarian City:

This city is considered one of
the largest cities for medical
rehabilitation worldwide. It com-
prises a full scale center for
medical laboratory and radiolo-
gy tests, rooms for major and
minor operations and a medical
rehabilitation center. Moreover,
the city has a child develop-
ment and early intervention
center to help children who
have some physical disabilities,
developmental disorders and
complex health problems. The

- —
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city has reached more than one
billion Saudi Riyals.

2. Sultan Bin Abdulaziz
Program for Medical and
Educational
Communications
(MeduNet):

This Program aims at providing
communications and informa-
tion technology services for
health and educational sectors.
It also offers numerous servic-
es including: telemedicine,
video and multiparty conferenc-
ing communications, integrated
health information systems, dis-
tance learning, network design
and preparation in addition to
the design and application of
secure virtual networks.

3. Sultan Bin Abdulaziz
Center for Science and
Technology (SciTech):

This center aims at disseminat-

“1‘?%‘_‘“? L:ﬂ’@ ‘:E;-‘-‘“t‘?\

ing principles of knowledge and
inventions of sciences and
technology through the method
of education via entertainment,
experiment, observation and
the development of the spirit of
inquisitiveness and exploration
for different age groups. The
establishment cost of this cen-
ter has reached (270) million
Saudi Riyals. His Royal
Highness presented this center
as a gift to King Fahd
University of Petroleum and
Minerals in Dhahran in 2005 for
the benefit of people in the
Kingdom and the Arabian Gulf.

4. Projects of Sultan Bin
Abdulaziz Al-Saud
Charity Foundation

for Housing:

These charitable projects for
housing aim at building model
modern residences for needy
families to own. Up until now
they include more than 1550

Medals of Honor Prince Sultan had received:

Date Country

11/7/1973
17/11/1972
20/11/1972 Senegal
13/05/1973 France
07/06/1973 Italy
27/01/1975 Syria
22/02/1976 Egypt
22/03/1976 E
31/03/1976 Niger
06/05/1976 Venezuela
11/10/1976 Pakistan
30/10/1976 Sudan
10/07/1977 China
09/10/1977 Indonesia
09/04/1978 Togo
11/12/1978 Zaire
20/05/1979 Morocco
21/02/1981 Sweden
27/09/1981 Malaysia
18/03/1984 Denmark
18/06/1997 Palestine
28/05/2001 Yemen
05/01/2008 Sweden

Saudi Arabia

Chad National

Medal Title

King Abdulaziz Decoration

Chadian Medal of Honor

Medal of Honor

Medal of Honor

Medal of Honor

Umayyad Thul Igd

The Nile Decoration

Medal of Honor

The heist Medal of Honor
Simon Bolivar Medal of Honor

The Great Leader Medal of Honor

The Decoration of Honor

National Medal of Honor

Medal of Honor

The Mono Medal of Honor
The National Medal of Honor

Al Muhammadi Decoration

The Knight Medal of Honor

Medal of Honor

The Flag Decoration

Medal of Honor

The Unity Medal of Honor

Badge of Honor

Cultaral attache:

The late Prince
Suitan presided
over a dynamic
evolation

Prof. Ghazi bin Abdul Wahid
Al-Makky

In response to a request from Al-Thaqafiyah, Prof. Ghazi bin
Abdul Wahid Al-Makky, the Cultural Attaché of the Kingdom in
the U.K., issued a statement on the event of the passing of
the late Crown Prince Sultan bin Abdul Aziz whose role (may
God rest his soul) as Saudi Defense and Aviation Minister has
been crucial in establishing a strong and stable country.

In the statement, Prof. Al-Makky pointed out that the Crown
Prince has long and deep innate worldly experience in various
fields, noting that the Crown Prince became Governor of
Riyadh, then Minister of Agriculture helping to settle Saudi
Bedouin on modern farms, and a Communications Minister
overseeing the construction of the rail link between Dammam
in the Eastern Province and Riyadh. He indicated that in 1962
the late Crown Prince became the Kingdom'’s Defense and
Aviation Minister whose sound judgment was not limited to
Establishing Military Colleges, Cities and Institutions but also
by contributing to the comprehensive development witnessed
by our Kingdom in the areas of Knowledge, Education and
Academic and Scientific research.

He added that the greatly missed Crown Prince was able,
under the leadership of King Abdullah, to preside over the
Kingdom’s Dynamic Evolution and Development. ¢

fully furnished units which are
supplied with all necessary
services and distributed over
numerous regions of the
Kingdom. Each housing project
includes all infrastructure and
support services, in addition to
mosques, schools and health
and social centers. The total
cost of the completed residential
units has reached approximate-
ly (440) million Saudi Riyals.

5. Other Charitable
Projects:

Charity Foundation has carried
out or supported a number of
charitable programs and works
and scientific researches.
Some of these

are located in non-governmen-
tal universities and colleges,
charitable associations as well
as public and private hospitals.
They also provided some med-
ical equipments and devices for
people with special needs.
Moreover, these projects
included paving roads, digging
wells inside and outside the

researchers and intellectuals to
publish their books at the
expense of the foundation, sup-
porting conferences and sym-
posia related to people with
special needs and the elderly in
addition to other numerous
humanitarian projects.

Second: Prince Sultan Bin
Abdulaziz Special
Committee for Relief

The Committee aimed at pro-
viding emergency humanitarian
and relief services. It started its
work in the Niger in 1998 fol-
lowing a direction from His
Royal Highness under the
name of “The Special
Committee for the Niger Relief”.
In 1999 the Republic of Mali
was added to the Niger and in
2000 its work extended to
include Chad, Ethiopia, Malawi,
Djibouti and other states. The
Committee directed relief and
general medical convoys to
combat common diseases such
as malaria and blindness. It
established numerous develop-
mental, social and health proj-
ects such as digging wells,
building schools, public
libraries, mosques, hospitals
and kidney dialysis centers.

Main Academic Chairs
and Programs

His Royal Highness had sup-
ported and sponsored a num-
ber of Research Chairs,
Scientific Programs and Prizes
including:

2 K
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The Late Sultan 3in Abdulaziz:

e S

$ Former Crown Prince,
Deputy Premier, Minister

of Defense and Aviation and
Inspector General

God rest his soul in peace

Birth, Upbringing
and Education
His Royal Highness was born

on Monday, January 5, 1931 in
Riyadh, the Capital

of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

He was raised under the care
of his late father King
Abdulaziz, the founder of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. He
learnt the Glorious Quran

and the Arabic subjects at the
hands of senior scholars. His
knowledge was expanded

by his intensive readings in dif-
ferent fields of knowledge and
diplomacy and by his
numerous travels.

Official Participations

Prince Sultan participated in
most of the Saudi official dele-
gations under the leadership
of the late King Faisal bin
Abdulaziz Al-Saud to the Arab
and Islamic Summit
Conferences and the General
Assembly Sessions of the
United Nations.

He headed official delegations
in a number of external visits
such as the Saudi Delegations
to the United Nations’ 40th,
50th and 60th Anniversaries in
1985, 1995 and 2005 respec-
tively held in its headquarters in
New York. In 2007, His Royal
Highness chaired the Kingdom

the Third OPEC Summit in
Riyadh.

Previous Positions

His Royal Highness had held
many positions since the reign
of his late father

King Abdulaziz bin
Abdurrahman Al-Saud as fol-
lows:

» Governor of Riyadh on 22nd
of February 1947.

 Minister of Agriculture on 24th
of December 1953.

e Minister of Transport on 5th of
November 1955.

* Minister of Defense and
Aviation on 21st October 1962.
» Second Deputy Premier on
13th of June 1982 in addition to
his responsibilities

as Minister of Defense and
Aviation and Inspector General.
» Crown Prince and Deputy
Premier on 1st of August 2005
in addition to his
responsibilities as Minister of
Defense and Aviation and
Inspector General.

Councils and Committees

His Highness had presided and
deputized over a number

of councils and committees
such as:

* Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the General
Authority of Civil Aviation

* Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Saudi Arabian
Airlines.

e Chairman of the Supreme
Committee for Economic Offset
* Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the General
Establishment for Military
Industries.

* Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the National

Commission for Wildlife
Conservation and Development.
*Chairman of the Supreme
Council for Islamic Affairs

* President of Sultan Bin
Abdulaziz Al-Saud Charity
Foundation.

Chairman of the Ministerial
Committee for the Environment
* President of the Strategic
Reserve.

e Chairman of the Special
Committee at the Council of
Ministers.

e Chairman of the Supreme
Committee for Educational
Palicy.

e Chairman of the Ministerial
Committee for Administrative
Organization.

e Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Saudi Food
and Drug Authority

e Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Global Arabic
Encyclopedia.

« Chairman of the Saudi side in
the Saudi — Yemeni
Coordination Council.

e Chairman of the Saudi side in
the Saudi — Qatari Coordination
Council.

» Deputy Chairman of the
Supreme Commission of King
Abdulaziz City.

for Science and Technology

e Deputy Chairman of the
National Security Council

e Deputy Chairman of the
Supreme Council for petroleum
and Mineral Affairs.

e Deputy Chairman of the
Supreme Commission for
Investment.

e Deputy Chairman of the
Supreme Economic Council.
His Highness had also chaired
or vice chaired a number of
councils and committees such
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Prince Sultan Bin Abdulaziz

« Chairman of the Supreme Certificates of Honor
Council for Manpower.

e Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Supreme
Commission for Tourism.

e Deputy Chairman of the
Supreme Council for.
Administrative Reform.

His Royal Highness was
awarded a number of
Certificates of Honor from
well-established international
scholarly institutions, mainly:
¢ The Shield of the First Arab
Man for the Environment in
1996.

* A certificate of Honorary

Doctorate from the IsIamiL
University of Malaysia in 2000
« A certificate of Honorary
Doctorate from the University of
Al-Jazirah in' Sudan in 2001.

e Sheikh Rashid Prize for the
Humanitarian Personality in
2002.

« A certificate of Honorary
Doctorate from Cranfield
University for Space

Science and Aviation in the
U.K. The University also chose
His Royal.

Highness to be the Year 2003
Personality in appreciation for
his efforts in the field of civil
and military aviation.

e The Prize for Peace and
Environment from the Arab-
European Cooperation Centre
in 2003.

« A certificate of Honorary
Doctorate from Waseda
University in Japan in 2006

« A certificate of Honorary
Doctorate from Moscow State
Institute for International
Relations in the Russian feder-
ation in 2007.

« A certificate of Honorary
Doctorate from King Saud
University in Riyadh in 2008.

Charitable Works:

His Royal Highness had a long
record of local and international
charitable works.

They have been institutional-
ized and supervised by special-
ized charitable bodies to
ensure their continuation and
organization. The Most notable
of which are:

Sultan bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud
Charity Foundation and Prince

f Saudi Arabia’s d ti
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Late Crown Prince Sultan:

@ terrible loss that we feel as a people and a nation

% The passing of the late His
Royal Highness Prince Sultan
bin Abdul Aziz, May God Rest His
Soul, signifies the absence of a sym-
bol of our beloved country, which we
all feel as people and a nation as a
terrible loss. We ask God Almighty to
provide us with patience and forti-
tude.

The pioneer development process
founded by the unifier of Saudi
Arabia King Abdulaziz, May God
Rest His Soul, and now led by the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques,
May God Support Him, was always
supported by My Lord the deceased, whose
passing was a terrible loss for both the Arab
and Muslim nations, the Crown Prince, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Defense and
Aviation and Inspector General, May God Rest
His Soul, and by my Lord His Royal Highness
Prince Nayif bin Abdulaziz, Second Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, May God
Protect Him.

The symbol and distinct milestone of this
process constantly remind us of his great
deeds, noble character, and his leading role in
building, developing, and strengthening the
defense of our country. But the role he played in
this position was not limited to the establish-
ment of military installations and academies,
but also encompassed his contribution to the
comprehensive development witnessed by our
country in the areas of education, administra-
tion, and various aspects of life, as well as
humanitarian projects within the nation and
abroad. My Lord Prince Sultan, May God Rest
His Soul, was throughout his life a fatherly
guide and a wise leader who put things in place
and acted with expertise and knowledge that he
gained over the years and learnt at the School
of the great founder King Abdulaziz bin
Abdulrahman Al Saud, May God Rest His Soul.
Throughout the numerous situations that he
had to face, he honed his political skills. His pol-
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icy was characterized by serious-
ness, high sense of responsibility,
and vision at the service of his reli-
gion and country. In addition, he was
a patron of science and scientists
and eager to support academic edu-
cation and scientific research, where
he took a keen interest in extensive
activities that included institutions
and individuals inside and outside
the Kingdom. Scientific chairs spe-
cialized in Arab and Islamic studies
which he funded and sponsored in a
large number of universities around
the world with power and influence,
such as University of Berkeley in the United
States, University of Oxford in Britain, and
Moscow State University, do not confine the
efforts of the deceased to both the local and
Islamic areas, but extends them to an interna-
tional dimension which places the Kingdom in a
leading position that it deserves at the service
of human beings locally and globally.

There is no doubt that this activity underlines
his firm belief in the idea of - building the human
being based on the Quran and the Sunnah
(Prophetic Traditions), the scientific and aca-
demic research, and to contribute effectively to
find solutions to problems. Hence, he, May God
Rest His Soul, strove to strengthen the Arab
and Muslim role in the world civilization move-
ment.

As | pray to God Almighty to grant the
deceased mercy and the best reward for what
he had accomplished for his country and
humanity, | convey once more my condolences
to my Lords the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques and His Royal Highness Prince Nayif
bin Abdulaziz, Crown Prince, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Interior and to the royal
family members and the loyal Saudi people on
this terrible loss. We will reiterate what God
Almighty said in the Holy Quran: (They, who,
when afflicted with calamity, say that to God we
belong and to Him we shall return). ¢
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Minister of Higher Education:

Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz is one of the symbols
of government and administration

$ The  Minister of  Higher

Education his Excellency Dr.
Khalid bin Mhammad Al-Angari has
conveyed on His behalf and on
behalf of the employees of the
Ministry of Higher Education their
heartfelt condolences and sincere
sympathy to the Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques King Abdullah bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud and His Royal
Highness Prince Nayif bin Abdulaziz
Al Saud, Crown Prince, Deputy
Prime and Minister of the Interior and

Aziz in the areas of environmental
engineering, telecommunications
and information, technology, environ-
ment, wildlife , contemporary Islamic
studies and Muslim minorities. This
also included Prince Sultan Bin
Abdulaziz International Prize for
Water at King Saud University and
Prince Sultan Center for Research
on Environment , Water and the
Desert, and his chair for those with
special needs, and the Sultan bin
Abdul Aziz Center for Science and

all the. members of the royal family
and the Saudi people, in general, on
the country’s and nation’s loss of Prince Sultan
bin Abdulaziz.

His Excellency said: « Prince Sultan bin Abdul
Aziz is considered to be one of the symbols of
government and administration in this country
who was in charge of the Emirate of Riyadh
and the ministries of Agriculture, Transportation,
Defense and Aviation. God endowed him with
personal qualities that he put to use in serving
his king and country. Throughout his life, he
was an example of the official who was close to
the people, devoting his time and money to
allow them to meet their needs».

The Minister added, “As Prince Sultan,
throughout his life close to science and scien-
tists, was keen to support higher education and
scientific research not only within the Kingdom,
but by funding and sponsoring scientific chairs
in the fields of Arabic and Islamic Studies
around the world, extending his generous hand
of sponsorship to include several scientific
chairs at the universities of King Saud, King
Fahd of Petroleum and Minerals and King Abdul
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Dr. Khalid bin Mhammad
Al-Angari
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Technology (Scitech), besides to his
support for the establishment of
Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz University in
Riyadh. In addition, he provided - May God
Rest His Soul - support for scientific research in
world-famous universities, including his efforts
in support of UNESCO to raise health aware-
ness and train teachers, and Prince Sultan bin
Abdulaziz’'s Program to support the Arabic lan-
guage at UNESCO, his program for the Arab
and Islamic Studies at the University of
Berkeley, California in the United States of
America; and Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz’s
Program of Academic and Cultural Cooperation
with the University of Oxford. The deceased
was convinced of the importance of scientific
research in solving the problems of humanity,
believing that the building of the human being
was the real challenge. Hence, he generously
donated to develop education and help the citi-
zens of this country progress in their lives.”

Minister Al-Angari concluded his statement by
praying to God Almighty that the soul of the
deceased rest in peace and grant him the best
reward for all the great deeds he did for his
country, nation and humanity everywhere. ¢
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Seminars

History

wanted their own parliament and
wanted to bring their own
Shari'ah law. So, a lot of articles
started to come up in newspa-
pers, magazines and pro-
grammes and there were many
programmes shown on television
which were quite negative”.[13]

Channel 4 Dispatches

Undercover Mosque, a docu-
mentary programme produced
by the independent television
company hardcash production
for the Channel 4 series
Dispatches, undertook an exten-
sive investigation into a number
of British mosques to reveal how
a message of hatred and segre-
gation is being spread through-
out the UK. It was first aired on
15 January 2007 in the UK.
Many Mosques and Islamic
Centres were investigated. [14]

Formation of MINAB

As these things were happen-
ing, some of the Muslim organi-
sations decided to sit together
and do something regarding the
increasing Islamophobia and ten-
sions about Islam and Muslims in
Britain. The Muslim Council of
Britain, the British Muslim Forum,
the Muslim Association of Britain
and Al-Khoei, after many meet-
ings over a period of two years,
decided unanimously to create a
new organisation which is now
known as Mosques and Imams
National Advisory Board MINAB.
The two purposes of MINAB are
very focused and straightfor-
ward. The first purpose is to
raise the profile and standard of
the mosque and the second one
is to raise the profile and stan-
dard of Imams. [15]

This national organisation has
designed programmes for the
mosgue management encourag-
ing a policy of democracy and
transparency in their gover-
nance; and to include and
engage more young Muslims in
the mosque activities. This policy
aims at encouraging Mosques to

welcome more Muslims and to
observe an open door policy
towards non-Muslim neighbours
and religious leaders. [16]

Vision of MINAB

Asking the chairman of the
MINAB Trust, Maulana Shahid
Raza on what about his vision for
the future role of Mosques in the
21st century, he answered: “The
Mosque should be the centre of
education, not only the religious
education, but secular education
as well. Mosques should offer
computer training classes, hold

1. Al-Qur’an, An-Nur: 36
2. Al-Qur’an, 9:18

2010, pages 548-549.

shtml

Centre, London, page 9.

MINAB, 2011, page 21.

13. Maulana Shahid Raza, op.cit
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3. Dr. Muhammad Abdo Yamani, “The Status of the Mosque in Muslim Society,” in
Muslim World Almanac 2008, published by Research and Documentation Centre,
Karachi, Pakistan, 2010, pages 545-547.

4. Mushtaqg Jaan, “The Mosque: Multiplicity of Roles,” in Muslim World Almanac
2008, published by Research and Documentation Centre, Karachi, Pakistan,

classes for children in Maths,
English and other science
subjects, and at the same time
continue to offer lessons in
Arabic language and Islamic
studies. The Mosque shall be
involved in interfaith meetings
where they invite other faith com-
munities representatives and
exchange information and views
on religion and other matters.
Ignorance creates hatred and
fear. So, we need to inform other
communities about Islam as a
positive, inclusive, humane and
interactive religion”.[17] ¢

5. Dr. Mozammel Haque, “British Muslim Community: An Overview,” published in
Islamic Quarterly, Vol. 52, No. 4, 2008, Islamic Cultural Centre, London, UK.
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October, 2011 at Muslim College, London.
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16 13 59 57 for the celebration of a centenary and also see “Biography of a
Mosque: The Story of London’s First Mosque, 1910-1942" by Hamzah Foreman in
Arches Quarterly, Vol. 4, No. 8, Spring/Summer 2011, pages 82-91

10. See A Guide Tour to the London Central Mosque Trust and Islamic Cultural
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MacEoin, published by The Policy Exchange, October 2007.
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Seminars

*Dr. Ahmad M. Makhdoom

i“i The mosque constitutes a
nerve centre in the body of
the Muslim society which keeps it
spiritually alive and active. It is vir-
tually impossible to think of a
Muslim community without a
mosque. When the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him)
migrated to Madinah from Makkah,
the first thing he did on his arrival,
was building a mosque, which
became later on known as the
Prophet’s Mosque. It holds the sec-
ond place after the al-Masjid al-
Haram in Makkah, the epic centre
of God’s oneness.
The very basic idea in building a
mosque is to specify a place where
the five daily as well as Friday
prayers would be performed with
peace and tranquillity. Furthermore,
mosques are centres for dissemi-
nating Islamic education and intro-
ducing Islam to non Muslims.
By the influx and settlement of a
large segment of Muslims from dif-
ferent countries in the UK , due to
various reasons especially during
last four decades, and by entering
of a good number of indigenous
people into the fold of Islam, the
country has witnessed, by the
grace of Allah, relatively fast move-
ment in the field of establishing or
constructing mosques: either pur-
pose-built or converted properties.
This phenomenon is promising and
breathtaking.
However, the increasing number of
mosques in Britain adds a new
dimension to their fundamental
role; developing relationships with
other Muslims in order to introduce
and explain to them the basic
tenets of Islam and embarking on
an interfaith dialogue with members
of other faiths.
Holding dialogue with the followers
of other faiths, especially the peo-
ple of the Book, is based on a
Qur’anic foundation. Consider the
following Qur’anic statement:
“Say, people of the Book, come to
a statement common between you
and us; we worship none but Allah,
we ascribe no partner to Him and
none of us takes others beside
Allah as lords. If they turn away,
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say ‘Bear witness, we submit to
Him’.” (Ale-Imran, 3:63)

It is crystal clear that holding inter-
faith dialogue with the people of the
Book is a Qur’anic injunction and
should be based on common
grounds: oneness of God with
ascribing no partner to Him. In
essence, this common ground is
the bedrock of all the three
Abrahamic faiths. No doubt, on the
Muslim part, the mosques in Britain
can play a vital role with regard to
interfaith dialogue in addition to
addressing wider issues such as
social cohesion.

Usually, mosques and Islamic cen-
tres hold interfaith gatherings dur-
ing the holy month of Ramadhan to
which non-Muslims are invited to
join Muslims in breaking the fast
followed by a large scale dinner.
Young Muslims may invite their
friends to college for “fast-a-thon”
programs. Also, Muslim families
may simply invite their neighbours
to join them for a meal in their
homes. All these activities provide

Dr. Ahmad Makhdoom

an amazing opportunity to individu-
als from different faiths to get to
know one another.

Islam calls for dialogue, under-
standing and cooperation among
nations. It also encourages cooper-
ation for the benefit of humanity.
Today’s world is badly in need of
greater understanding and cooper-
ation among nations.

The Muslim World League (MWL)
considers dialogue as a very impor-
tant tool of communication to pro-
mote understanding and coopera-
tion among multi-faith denomina-
tions and cultures. The MWL has
set out a program to promote dia-
logue among cultural and social
organizations to boost human
cohesion and unity. The MWL has
organized several international
interfaith conferences in Madrid,
Geneva, Vienna and London.

In June 2008 the MWL organized
an international conference on
interfaith dialogue. This was a very
major initiative. At the conference, it
was decided that an international
institution would be established to
further promote this sort of dia-
logue. It was also decided to insti-
tute an award for interfaith dialogue
work. Through these and similar
initiatives, one hopes that Muslims
will now play a major role in pro-
moting interfaith understanding and
peaceful dialogue.

In June 2011, the MWL, with the
collaboration of Islamic Cultural
Centre in London, organized an
interfaith seminar titled “Dialogue
as Future for All” at the ICC semi-
nar hall. The Secretary General of
MWL, Dr. Abdullah bin Abdul
Mohsin al-Turki presided over the
seminar which was well-attended
by the leaders of other faiths in
addition to the prominent figures
from the Muslim community. The
audience were of the view that
holding similar seminars or confer-
ences would help in minimising the
tension and bridge-building among
the various faith-based communi-
ties in Britain in general and else-
where in the world at large. ¢

*Regional Director of the Muslim World
League, London Office
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their sole intention was to go
back to their respective countries
after earning some money.
During their stay of four to five
years, they were alone and did
not need a mosque. But as the
days passed, they realised that
Great Britain was really a good
country which offered education,
political stability, security, safety
and medical facilities. Gradually,
they started to change their mind
and bring their families. Once the
families were here; they needed
schools for teaching Qur’an to
their children and religious facili-
ties for these families. Many
mosques began to come up on
the map of this country. [6]

Mosque Building in
Britain

As far as we know, the first
Mosque in Britain was estab-
lished in Liverpool by some
Yemeni sailors who were coming
and going for the purpose of
trade. At that time, some

Muslims decided to stay in
Britain and started building the
first Mosque. It was a Muslim
convert, Shaikh William Abdullah
Quillam, a Liverpool solicitor,
who opened the doors of
England’s first mosque, the
Abdullah Quillium Mosque, in
Liverpool in 1889. This mosque
was built mainly with the partici-
pation of Yemeni sailors who
were praying there [7]

In the same year, some small
mosques in some other parts of
northern England and Wales had
been established until we saw
Britain’s first purpose-built
mosque, the Shah Jahan
Mosque, known also as Woking
Mosque, at Woking in Surrey in
1889. The funds for this were
largely provided by Shah Jahan,
the ruler of Bhopal, India. [8]

In 1910, a group of prominent
British Muslims, including Lord
Headley, an English convert to
Islam, and Syed Ameer Ali met at
a central London hotel and for-

Al-Rahma Mosque in Liverpool

mally established a fund, the
London Mosque Fund, to finance
the building of a mosque in the
capital. In 1941 the East London
Mosque Trust purchased three
buildings in Commercial Road,
Stepney, and converted them
into London'’s first mosque and
much later in the 1980s the East
London Mosque moved to its
present site in Whitechapel
Road.[9] Meanwhile, major pur-
pose-built mosques had been
built in Birmingham, Glasgow
and Manchester.

During 1939 and 1940, Lord
Lloyd of Dolobran, Secretary of
State for the Colonies and former
President of the British Council,
worked with a mosque commit-
tee, comprising various promi-
nent Muslims and Ambassadors
in London. A prime site, adjacent
to Hanover gate in Regents
Park, was donated by the British
Government in 1944 as an
unconditional gift to the Muslim
community in Britain so they can

conduct affairs pertaining to the
Islamic faith. It was in 1974 that
the construction of a purpose
built mosque, the Regents Park
Central London Mosque, began.
The building itself was completed
in 1977 [10]. It shall be
mentioned here, however, that
the first large mosque in Britain
was established on Howard
Street, Bradford in 1959. At
present, there are more than
1,500 Mosques in the length and
breadth of the United Kingdom.

The Role of the Mosque
in Britain

From the beginning in the
1970s, the mosques were pro-
viding to the Muslim community
facilities for the five daily prayers
and basic religious education
including the teaching of the
Quran and establishing the
Friday and Eid prayers. These
mosques were having very small
Madrasahs (religious schools) for
children, whenever and wherever
possible. This continued up until
the 1980s when there was a
large influx of Muslim migrants
and refugees coming to the UK

Regent park Mosque in London

as the economic and political sit-
uation in many Muslim countries
started to get worse.

As the population of Muslims
started to increase, many
mosques were built with accom-
modations and facilities for
teaching Islam to children, the
youth and elderly. These
Mosques are being centres for
community activities, their festi-
vals, marriages and funerals.
The Charity Commission’s 2009
Survey found that around 94% of
mosques provide educational
programmes for youth and chil-
dren and 82% fundraise for
poverty and hardship. Many also
provide community services, and
are increasing youth participation
in their management structures.
[11] Many mosques (31%) are
noted as having a women'’s com-
mittee.

The mosques
after 9/11 and 7/7

After 9/11 and 7/7, the local
people and other communities
living in the UK were very
nervous about Muslim communi-
ties’ character and behaviour.

Unfortunately, these unaccept-
able actions of aggression were
carried out by people who were
subscribing to the Muslim
community in Britain. As a
consequence, Islamophobia
started to rise. Media and the
Right-wing organisations began
to create fear in the local com-
munity about Islam and Muslims
[12], saying ‘look, Islam is here;
nobody is secure; nobody is safe
if Muslims are here; there will be
many suicide bombs; terrorists
and extremists’.

Speaking about the situation,
Maulana Shahed Raza
described, “The situation was
very tense and they started to
examine and investigate all our
organisations, institutions and
mosques and they started to
blame particularly the mosque
that these mosques are not
delivering what they should
deliver to the community; these
mosques are sources of hatred
against non-Muslims. The
imams, who preached in these
mosques, preached extremism,
hatred and wanted to create a
state within a state. Muslims »
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$ The First House of Il'

Worship of Allah the
Almighty on earth is the
Ka'abah in Makkah. No
one knows for certain who
built it in the first place.
However, the reconstruc-
tion of the the Ka’bah was
done by the Prophets
Ibrahim and his son
Ismael (peace and bless-
ings be upon them) under
the Order of Allah.

After about forty years,
Al Masijid al-Agsa was
built in Jerusalem and the
third was Al Masijid al- [
Nabawi, built by the
Prophet Muhammad
(peace and blessings be
upon him) in Al Madinah
al-Munawwarah.

The centrality
of the mosque

The word “mosque”

- comes from the

" Arabic word, Masijid,

which means a place
where one prostrates him-
self. The mosque is the
foundation stone for the
Muslim society and the
place where believers
congregate to get to know
each other and share their
pleasures and concerns.
It is where the remem-
brance of Allah (God)
takes place continuously.
It has been the centre
from where the light of
knowledge and wisdom
enlightens the surround-
ings. Allah Almighty said
in the Glorious Qur’an: “In
houses (mosques), which
Allah has permitted to be
raised, in them His name
is glorified in the mornings
and in the evenings.”[1]
The Mosque has a piv-
otal position in the Islamic
community. The Prophet

(peace and bless-
ings be upon him) said:
‘Whoever builds a
mosque, even as a nest
of a sand grouse, Allah
will build for him a palace
in Paradise”, as narrated
by Al Bukhari and Muslim.
Building of the mosque is
also an evidence of one’s
good faith. Allah says in
the Quran: “The mosques
of Allah shall be visited
and maintained by such
as believe in Allah and the
Last Day” [2].

The Mosque is a cardi-
nal pillar in Muslims’ lives,
whether they are individu-
als or groups, old or
young, males or females.
It is the greatest landmark
for the presence of Islam
in any area, from which

the call for prayer mustss

be announced in the
Muslim community,
small or big.

psque in

Whoever enters a
Mosque is a visitor of
Allah. The Prophet (pbuh)
said: “Whoever performs
ablution at home, perfects
it and comes to the
mosque is a visitor of
Allah who will honour his
visitor”, as narrated by
Tabarani and Baihagqi. [3]

The Mosque had a
great significance in the
life of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace and
blessings be upon him).
When he migrated to
Madinah in 622 CE, one
of his first actions was to
build a mosque which
later became known as
the Prophet’s Mosque, or
Al Masjid Al Nabawi in
Saudi Arabia.

The early British
Muslim community

The British contact with

" Britain@

Islam began at least
as early as Offa, the 8th
century King of Mercia
(one of the Anglo-Saxon
kingdoms existing at that
time), decided to have
coins minted with an
Islamic inscription on
them. The Muslim word of
faith ( Shahadah )
inscribed on British coins
confirms contact between
Britain and Islam during
the years between 757
and 796.

The first large group of
Muslims in Britain arrived
about 300 years ago.
They were sailors recruit-
ed in India to work for the
East India Company, so it
is not surprising that the
earliest Muslim communi-
ties were found in port
towns. Naval cooks also
came, many of whom
were from Sylhet in what

is now Bangladesh.
There are records of
Sylhetis working in
London restaurants as
early as 1873.

The first Muslim com-
munity to permanently
settle in the United
Kingdom consisted of
Yemeni sailors who
arrived in ports such as

E

Swansea, Liverpool and

South Shields shortly after |

1900. Later, some of them |

migrated to inland cities

like Birmingham and

Sheffield, where their
number had reached
23,819 Muslims. [5]

In the beginning, 90%
of those who migrated to
Britain came as stu-
dents, labourers, job
seekers or as busi-

ness workers. These
immigrants came
with no families as
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B From the Editor

¢ Topics in this English language section of Al-
Thaqafiyah cluster around a multiplicity of
issues. First, there is the unfolding story of the
fascinating  calligraphic © account ‘of = “The
Magnificent Quran: A Unique History of preser-
vation”. A great deal of research has gone into
the making of this matchless work.

Its very large format, the charm of its plan and
style lead the way through a landscape quite
unlike anything has-been done before.

@ second issue is that of the event of the
death of the late Crown Prince Sultan bin Abdul
Aziz (may God rest his soul in peace) who
served as Saudi Defense and Aviation Minister,
and ‘'who was, among other things, a forward-
looking leader and a patron of scholarship and
scientists.

@ third issue deals with the aftermath of the
absence of Crown Prince Sultan. The event set
the stage for his' Majesty King @bdullah bin
Abdul Aziz, Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques
to name prince Nayif bin Abdul Aziz a new
Crown Prince, a choice that would emphasize
stability and steadiness.

Before announcing his renewed trust and
selection of Crown Prince Nayif as Deputy
Premier and Minister of Interior, King @bdullah,
the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques,
appointed him as Saudi Arabia’s Second Deputy
Prime Minister in 2009, noting that the Crown
Prince has laid down the foundations of internal
social cohesion.

@ fourth issue highlights an almost uncharted
territory, namely that of “The Mosques in Britain
and interfaith dialogue”.

Being the nerve centre in the body of the
Muslim society, the mosque is the focus of an
ongoing endeavor to introduce, teach and dis-
seminate Islamic education. The endeavor is
promising and breathtaking.

We hope you enjoy this issue of “ Al
Thaqafiyah” and write to us for any feedback
regarding its content and style, or suggesting
new topics worthy to include in the coming
issues. ¢
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