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The inscriptions involved here are displaved in al-Sudiry’s private museum in
al-Gawf. In this paper we have tried to analyze them, giving their personal

names special attention.

Four years ago | was given photographs of
thirteen small stones bearing graffiti in the
so-called “Safaitic” script (1). The stones
are on display in Abduralhman al-Sudiry’s
private museum in al-Gawf. Unfortunately,
the quality of the photographs was too
poor to permit me to read the inscriptions
with any confidence and I therefore had to
await an opportunity to visit the al-Sudiry
Mmuseum.

With the kind permission of the museum
authorities, I was able to examine the in-
scribed stones. Unfortunately, most of the
texts proved to be-in such bad condition
that it would have been useless to try to
rephotograph them. I therefore made hand-
copies of the eight texts which I found suf-
ficiently legible.

These graffiti form a small addition to
the ever-increasing corpus of Safaitic in-
scriptions  from northern Saudi  Arabia,
which at present numbers approximately
438 texts. It may be helpful to give here a
full, though probably not complete, list of
those published to date (2).

1909: One text was found by Jaussen
and Savignac at Mada’in Salih

1967-

1969;

1670;

1970;

1970

1970;

and was published but not num-
bered or read by them. It has only
recently been identified as
Safaitic (3).

A. JTamme published 22 Safaitic
inscriptions from near Badanah
(4).

A. Jamune published five more
from various places (5).

In an unpublished M.A. thesis
[NSR], Y.A. Abdallah cdited 159
Safaitic inscriptions discovered
by the late Professor Mahmud al-
Ghul in northern Saudi Arabia
and deposited in the Museum of
King Saud University, Riyadh (6).
Jamuime edited one new Safaitic
inscription (plus three of the NSR
texts), in an article on the inscrip-
tions in the Rivadh Museum (7).
Jamme published four others
from the Turayf region (8).

EV. Winnett and W.I.. Reed pub-
lished as Thamudic a number of
texts which were subsequently
recognized as Safaitic (9). The
exact number is disputed, since
in many cases a short text with
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no diagnostic features could be
either Safaitic or Thamudic E.
However, a conservative estimate
would be approximately 20.

1971: Winnett published 12 new texts,
{plus 10 which had already been
edited by Abdallah or Jamme)
(10).

1971: Jamme presented a collection of
189 new Safaitic inscriptions from
the regions of “Ar‘ar and Ra’s al-
‘Ananiya, (plus 37 which had
been edited in NSR) (11).

1972:  Jamme published eight texts from
the “Ar’ar region (12).

1973: One text from the Ha'il area, pub-
lished by Winnett and Reed as
Thamudic E, was later recog-
nized as Safaitic (13).

1984-85: VA, Clark published two texts
from the Sakaka region (14).

1985: Jamme published three more
texts from the Turavf area {15).

1991:  The present author published
three Safaitic inscriptions from
northern Saudi Arabia (16).

1993: The present author published
eight Safaitic inscriptions in the
Dar al-Gawf museum (17).

Of the eight graffiti edited here, each oc-
cupies a separate stone, with the excep-
tion of la and b, and #a and b. Unfortu-
nately, nothing is known of their prov-
enance but it seems probable that they all
derive from one site. All but 6B have the
same structure of ldm auctoris (18) fol-
lowed by the author’s name and that of
his father (19), followed by the words w
brny “and he built”. No indication is given
of the nature of the structure(s) which the
authors were building, but in the Safaitic
graffiti the verb often refers to the con-
struction of a cairn {20).

NEW SAFAITIC INSCRIPTIONS

1A.
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!s¥d bn 'bd w bny
By $"d son of ‘bd, and he built

This text and 1B are shallowly engraved on
the same stone. The names are two of the
commonest in Safaitic and are found in
several other Semitic onomastica. $'d is
either a simple one-word name, or a hype-
coristic of a theophoric compound. In the
latter case, it could either represent the
name of the divinity, cf. the Palmyrene (21)
and pre-Islamic Arabian (22) deities 5'd, or
the non-divine part of the name, cf. Naba-
taean §'dThy, etc. Both names are capable of
many different vocalizations.

1B.
J
[ %.'{HC‘ 66[@5

I ‘dnt bn mhl w bny
By ‘dnt son of Mhl, and he built

The name ‘dnt, corresponds to Arabic ad-
zing, "little ear, or earlobe” (23). Littmann
suggested that king Odenathus of Palmyra
(260-267) first made this name popular and
that consequently all the Safaitic inscrip-
tions in which it occurs must date to the
mid-third century or later (24). However,
this view has been questioned by Winnett
and Harding, who point out that it is
“highly likely that the ruler of Palmyra was
not the first Arab to bear the name” (25). It
is found in several other Semitic onomas-
tica (26).

The name M#Al, which has been found
three times before in Safaitic is derived
from the Arabic root mfil, which means
“hard, strong” or “dearth, sterility” (27}.
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I ms''d bn ‘wg w bny
By Ms¥d son of ‘wg and he built

The text is carelessly and shallowly en-
graved. Mst’d has been found in Safaitic
and Thamudic E (28). It also occurs in an
Aramaic inscription from Madad'in Salih
as the name of a man who calls himself
“the king of Lihyan” (29). The second
name is previously unattested in North
Arabian. Tt may be derived from the Ar-
abic root ‘wg, meaning “to be bent,
crooked, distorted”, in which case it may
be a diminutive of the name which oc-
curs in Safaitic as ‘g. (30). The name
‘wyg’ occurs in Hatran (31).

3.
]BIZ’C’DOFC‘OCb o b

Lk bn {m} ‘y bn ‘bd [w biny

By MIk son of {M}'y son of ‘bd, [and he
built

Ml is known from Safaitic, Thamudic D
and Thamudic E, (32) as well as from Na-
bataean, (33) and Palmyrene (34). The
reading of the first letter of the second
name is doubtful. The name M is unat-
tested in North Arabian, though MY’ is
found once in Palmyrene (35) and cf. the
name Mga'si in Nehemiah 12: 36. The w
and the b of w bny are not visible on the
stone.

34

L 'rm bn higjy w bny
By ‘rm son of His}y, and he built

The first name is known in Safaitic and may
be related to Arabic ‘arama “to suck the
breast” or to ‘arm “blackness mixed with
whiteness” (36). The reading of the second
name is difficult. Fhy would be an imposs-
ible combination of sounds and the second
letter is unlikely to be s’ since every other
example of s in this group of inscriptions is
in a horizontal axis in relation to the other
letters of the text (see, 1A, 2 and 5). It is
therefore possible that this letter is a § and
that the circle has been lost. The name Hsy
seems to be attested only once, in Thamudic
C (37). It may be noted that the small “r”s
in nos 4, 5 and 6B are more typical of
Thamudic E than of Safaitic, though the
“g”s in nos 2 and 5 are characteristic of
Safaitic and do not occur in Thamudic E.
This suggests that these are “mixed” texts
(38), a reasonable assumption since they
presumably come from the region where the
users of the two scripts met.

/J//““CC'OCD@
73,3

1Ist b rd w by

5.

By ‘Is' son of ‘rd, and he built

This text is the most clearly written of this
small collection, The first name is attested
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only twice in Safaitic and it is difficult to
find a derivation for it, though Harding
suggests relating it to Arabic ‘alasa “to de-
ceive, betray” (39). The second name,
which occurs four times in Safaitic, is re-
lated to Arabic ‘ard “a solid thing” (40).

S e L

? o7

6A.

Imlt b bl w by
By Mlt son of HII, and he built

This text and 6B are on the same stone.
They are both shallowly engraved. Both
names are known. Mt may be related to
Arabic malata “to move, shake” (41). The
second name may represent a name similar
to Arabic Halil.

6B.
}c(cb C- [?+o0 C'K-ZP)‘\P®
I rbg bn miw bu hn' {h} hdw

By Rbq son of Mtw son of In’ ({the]
caravan leader

The name Rbg is found here for the first
time in Safaitic, though rbgt is known from
Thamudic E (42). It is probably related to
Arabic rabag “a rope with which small
goats are tied to prevent them from suck-
ling” (43).

Mfw has not been found before in
Safaitic, though there is one example of the
name Mtwt (44). However, My is very well
attested there and Mtyw occurs in Naba-
taean inscriptions from North Arabia (45).
Occasional variation between final -w and
final -y is a recognized feature of Safaitic
(cf. rdyfrdw, s'tyls'tw (46), etc.), and it is
therefore possible that Mfw is a dialectal

NEW SAFAITIC INSCRIPTIONS

variant of Mty The derivation of this name
is disputed, Littmann’s suggestion (47) that
it is a hypocoristic of mt’l is plausible.
However, his derivation of the mt- element
from the Arabic root mty “'to spread” is un-
convincing, as is the proposal of G. Ryck-
mans that it comes from a root mfw “to
walk rapidly” (48). I would suggest that it
is related to the Semitic root mat meaning
“man” (49), or to the Arabic root matta “to
have long life” (50).

Hn' is extremely well attested in North
Arabian and South Arabian, and is also
found in Nabataean, Palmyrene and
Hatran. Cantineau suggested that it was a
simple name meaning “servant” (51), while
Stark, rejecting this, believed it meant
“happy” (52). Perhaps a better interpreta-
tion is from Arabic hant” “gift”, in which
case it would be a hypocoristic meaning
“eift of [divine name]”.

The final word appears to read {k)-hdw. 1
would suggest that this is a variant form of
the word which normally appears in
Safaitic as hdy, showing the same fluctu-
ation of the final radical -y and -w as in the
name Miw discussed above. If this sugges-
tion is correct, it would be the first example
in Safaitic, of the author of a text claiming
to be a hdy in this way, though in SIJ 88, the
author says w hidy which Winnett translates
“and he acted as a guide”. In all other cases
the hdy is mentioned by someone else. In
South Arabian kdy (both as a substantive
and a verb) refers to the leader of a caravan
(53), and that would seem to be a likely
meaning for the instances in Safaitic too.
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