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ABSTRACT

THE FRESHWATER FISHES OF ARABIA: SYSTEMATICS AND CONSERVATION

This work reports on one of the most extensive scientific
collections of freshwater fishes yet made from Arabia. Fifteen species
are recorded from the Peninsula. Five of these species are each
represented by two subspecies. Skeletal studies are presented for

the first time. Unusual specimens of Garra, Barbus and Cyprinion

indicate the occurrence of other undescribed species.

An extensive appraisal of geological, geographical and climatic
events corre1atea w}th zoogeographical evidence and an interpretation of
the degree of divergence in 1iving species can provide an interpretation
of factors explaining the present taxonomy and distributon of Arabian
freshwater fishes.

Well-rounded religious and non-religious rationales are presented
for preserving and protecting the native fishes of Arabia as a part of
Arabian biological heritage. Several recommendations for fish
protection are presented.

Hmoud Fares Al Kahem
Department of Fishery and
Wildlife Biology
Colorado State University

Fort Collins, Colorado 80523
Fail, 1983
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