Literature Review Rating Scale

Criteria for Literature Review

· Includes advance organizer (search criteria and outline of review)

· Includes a minimum of four (Draft 1) or eight (final) empirical studies

· Is critical

· Identifies strengths, limitations, and implications for future research

· For each study

· Identifies the purpose

· Describes the sample

· Discusses the methods (including procedures and data analysis)

· Discusses the results

· Is organized by topic and not citation

· Transitions logically from topic to topic

· Makes connections across/between empirical studies

Literature Review Rating Scale (x2)
60 points
	Criteria
	2
	1
	0

	Transitions

x2
	Uses coherent, logical, and smooth transitions
	Transitions, although attempted, are forced (not smooth)
	No use of transitions. Review flows from citation to citation.

	Connections

x3
	Makes connections across/ between empirical studies. Synthesizes the research to draw conclusions
	Attempts to make connections.
	Makes no attempt to connect research. Student knowledge and understanding of relationships/ connections across literature is unclear. 

	Critique

x2
	Entire literature review is critical in nature; Identifies studies’ limitations, strengths, & implications for future research
	Is somewhat critical. Identifies strengths and weaknesses of most studies.
	Is not critical in nature. Repeatedly fails to identify the limitations & strengths of included studies

	Organization
	Organizational structure is clear, is not formulaic, and enhances the main idea
	Organizational structure is clear, but formulaic
	Lacks a clear organizational structure and sense of coherence

	Advance Organizer
	Outlines search criteria and provides an overview/preview of topics addressed in literature review
	Provides some information about search criteria and/or fails to explicitly preview topics addressed
	Fails to outline search criteria or provide an overview of topics addressed

	Details

x3
	Writer provides enough information about each study to insure the readers’ understanding
	Some study descriptions are incomplete or confusing; Lacks the necessary detail needed to insure complete understanding
	Limited or no description of studies included in literature review. Study purposes and methods are unclear, absent, or confusing. 

	Comprehensiveness

x3 
	Review includes at least eight empirical studies related to the purpose(s) of the research proposal
	Review includes between 6 & 7 empirical studies related to the purpose(s) of the research proposal. 
	Review includes fewer than five empirical studies related to the purpose(s) of the research proposal. Includes some studies unrelated to proposal’s stated purposes.


