
  

Tenses in English and Arabic

I will approach this lesson differently from
previous grammatical categories we addressed

together.

Dr. Rukayah Alhedayani



  

Verb forms

English Arabic

Present (F1) imperfective

Past (F2) Perfective

Past participle (F3) imperative

Present participle (F4)

Imperative



  

Present simple

● It is used to express facts and present habits.

● Translate the following:

1. The sun rises from the east.

2. Ali goes to school everyday.



  

Present Progressive

● It is used for progressive acts taking place at
the time of speaking.

● Be (present) + present participle

They are playing.



  

اسم الفاعل



  

Present Perfect

● Something that happened in the past but it
affects the present.

● Has/have + past participle

1. He has done the homework.

2. I have lived in London for three years.

3. You have studied English since 2011.



  

قد + ماضي



  

فعل ماضي للتعبير عن الضاارع التام



  

http://aeparallelcorpus.net



  

Present Perfect Progressive

● It is similar to the present perfect but it stresses
the fact that the action is still going on.

● Has/have + been + present participle

1. He has been doing the homework.

2. I have been living in London for three years.

3. You have been studying English since 2011.



  

فعل مضاارع (أو) كان + فعل مضاارع



  

Past Simple

● It expresses something that happened in the
past with no reference to another point in time.

● It uses the past form of the verb

1. They went to school.

2. The children played together yesterday.



  

Past Progressive

● Something that happened in the past with
reference to a period of time in which the action
took place.

● Be (past) + present participle

1. They were playing all day yesterday.

2. I was studying when the phone rang.



  

Past Perfect

● It expresses an action in past with some
reference to another action in past, too.

● Had + past participle

1. He had left when she arrived.

2. He left when she arrived. (which took place first?)



  

كان قد + ماضي



  

Past Perfect Progressive

● An action that extended for a period of time with
reference to another action in the past.

● Had + been + present participle

1. He had been writing for two hours when I
came.



  

كان + مضاارع



  

Future Simple

● It expresses actions in the future, predictive action.
● Will + infinitive
● Be + going to + infinitive
● Present simple or progressive

1. He will arrive tomorrow.



  

Future Progressive

● It expresses an action in the future that extends
to a period of time.

● Will + be + present participle

1. He will be sleeping at 5.

2. When I return home, my family will be
watching TV.



  

سيكون + اسم فاعل (أو) سـ + مضاارع



  

سيكون مع مضاارع؟



  

Future Perfect

● It expresses completed action in the future.

● Will + have + past participle

1. He will have finished it by 5.



  

سيكون + قد + ماضي



  

Future Perfect Progressive

● It expresses a progressive action that takes
place in the future in reference to another
action.

● Will + have + been + present participle

1. They will have been sleeping for two hours
by 5.

● Uses the same formula in Arabic as the future
perfect.



  

Non progressive verbs

● These verbs, as listed in the book, relate only to
English. Since Arabic expresses both present
simple and present progressive using the
imperfective verb, it is redundant to say that
they apply to Arabic also.



  

Thank you, and I wish you all the best.
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