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Abstract. The main objective of this study is to analyze the relationship between income distribution and
popuiation distribution in the world during the period 1971-1991, and to test the relationship between
economic growth and world income concentration. The data of this research are based on the “World
Development Report” published annually by the World Bank and disposable recently in floppy disk. This
research covers 102 countries grouped by the income level in three subsets: iow income countries, middle
income countries and high income countries. Also, these subsets constitute one set representing 85% of
the world population.

This research reveals the increase of the ratio of the maximum per capita income to the minimum per
capita income in the world over the time. The share of the low income countries from the world income
decreases while their share from world population increases. By contrast, the share of the high income
countries from the world increases while their share from world population decreases.

The income concentration measured by Gini coefficient is different from a set of countries to another
set. Gini coefficient is low in the low income countries (less than 0.21), in the middle income countries (less
than 0.23) and in the high income countries (less than 0.34). For all the three subsets integrated in one
group, Gini coefficient increases from 0.696 in 1971 to 0.753 in 1991. This evolution proves than, world
economic growth was accompanied by increasing income concentration.

The econometric analysis suggests the absence of a clear relationship between the per capita income
level and the income concentration coefficient for the low income countries and for the middle income
countries. For the high income countries, we note a negative relationship between these two variables.
Finally, for the studied countries, we note two distinguished trends. The first, covering the period 1971-
1981, is stable. The second, covering the period 1982-1992, is positive. Briefly, the relation between
income level and Gini coefficient, doesn’t take the U inverse shaped curve propesed by S. Kuzents, but
it takes the form of the first increasing part of this curve. The economic analysis suggests that, the per
capita income level is insufficient to explain the income concentration coefficient, Our research suggests
to introduce the income growth rate in low income countries and the income growth rate in high income
countries as explanatory variables,



