
Wireframes and Sitemaps
Design Tools
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Background

• You are in the stage of ‘Designing’ your website.

• You plan:

• Wireframes and Sitemaps can evolve as new 
requirements emerge during the project life cycle.
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Wireframes

• They are simple line drawings.

• Aims to plan the page layout:

▫ Where are you going to place page elements.

▫ What are the sizes of these page elements.

▫ Positioning global and local elements.



Why do you need Wireframes?

• Maintain design consistency.

• A successful way to communicate early design ideas.

• Give clients an insight on what to expect.

• A way for the Information Architect and Web 
Developer to discuss the requirements of the 
Content Manager and other website stakeholders.

• A guideline for the Web Developer and Graphic 
Designer.

• Help establish the language, content, and structure 
of interactions users will have with the website.



In a Wireframe

• A wireframe includes:
▫ Groupings: main sections of the page

 Side Bar
 Navigation Bar
 Main content area.

▫ Location of key page elements:
 Header
 Footer
 Navigation (local, global)
 Content.
 Search Box

▫ Labels: 
 Page title
 Navigation links
 Headings

• You might need some placeholders:
▫ Dummy text in content area.
▫ Image placeholders



Not in a Wireframe

• Since it is too early for that stage, a wireframe 
shouldn’t include:

▫ Colors to be used.

▫ Fonts.

▫ Graphics (pictures, backgrounds, etc.)

▫ Branding (logo, slogan, company themes, etc.)



Wireframe Examples









Wireframing Tools

• Online
▫ Balsamiq (http://builds.balsamiq.com/b/mockups-web-demo/)
▫ Cacoo (http://cacoo.com/)
▫ MockFlow (http://www.mockflow.com)
▫ Wireframe.cc (https://wireframe.cc)
▫ Gliffy (https://www.gliffy.com/go/html5/launch?app=1b5094b0-6042-11e2-bcfd-0800200c9a66)
▫ MockingBird (https://gomockingbird.com/mockingbird/)

• Desktop
▫ Microsoft Visio
▫ The Pencil Project (http://pencil.evolus.vn/en-US/Home.aspx - https://addons.mozilla.org/en-

US/firefox/addon/8487/ )
▫ Axure (http://www.axure.com)

• Bonus tool: 
▫ Dummy text generator (http://www.lipsum.com)

http://builds.balsamiq.com/b/mockups-web-demo/
http://cacoo.com/
http://www.mockflow.com/
https://wireframe.cc/
https://www.gliffy.com/go/html5/launch?app=1b5094b0-6042-11e2-bcfd-0800200c9a66
https://gomockingbird.com/mockingbird/
http://pencil.evolus.vn/en-US/Home.aspx
https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/8487/
http://www.axure.com/
http://www.lipsum.com/


MockingBird Live Demo





Sitemaps

• A visual representation of the structure of the 
website.

• Mostly depicted as a tree. When a page links to 
another page, it is the parent and the destination 
page is the child.



Why do we need Sitemaps?

• In the design phase, sitemaps is a way to 

▫ Organize the structure of the website.

▫ Identify all the required pages.

▫ How do these pages link to each other.

• Later, the sitemap is a useful tool for the website 
visitor.

▫ It increases the usability of your website.



Sitemap Tools

• Any sketching tool of your choice:

▫ Gliffy, Microsoft Visio, Word, Power Point.



Sitemap Examples









Resources
• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Website_wireframe
• http://graphicdesign.about.com/od/effectivewebsites/ss/wireframes.htm
• http://webdesignledger.com/tools/10-excellent-tools-for-creating-web-

design-wireframes
• http://muiomuio.com/web-design/website-wireframes
• http://www.smashingmagazine.com/2009/09/01/35-excellent-

wireframing-resources/
• http://webdesignledger.com/inspiration/18-great-examples-of-sketched-

ui-wireframes-and-mockups
• http://www.gracesmith.co.uk/get-wireframing-the-all-in-one-guide/
• http://intuitivedesigns.net/blog/post/web-designers-dont-skip-the-

wireframing-phase
• http://www.creativebloq.com/wireframes/top-wireframing-tools-11121302
• http://mashable.com/2010/07/15/wireframing-tools/
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