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¥ Oxygenated blood (red) is pumped from the lungs to various parts of the body; depleted blood (blue) is retumed for recycling.

Generally birds have hearts larger and ones that beat faster than
mammals. The human heart pulse rate at rest averages 72 beats per
minute. The House Sparrow's heart pulse rate at rest averages 460
beats per minute. In the Ruby-throated Hummingbird pulse rate at
rest is 615! WOW!
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 Birds exhibit a variety of mating

systems:

* Social monogamy

pair bond with a single
member of opposite sex

of all bird species 92%
approx

Pair bonds may last for a
single breeding attempt, a
breeding season, or many
breeding seasons

Occurs when:

Male participation is
essential for successfully
raising young

Males cannot monopolize
resources
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mates with only one male)
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Polyandry

Female associates with several
males

Parental care typically by
males

Fewer than 1% of all birds

Promiscuity

Indiscriminant sexual °

relationships, usually of brief z " "
duration e

About 6% of all birds )ﬂ.’a_” oy %6 L? s e °
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