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Semester: I

Academic Year: 1435/1436 (2014/2015)
Instructor’s information:

	Instructor’s name
	Mashael Aldakheel

	Office Hours
	Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday: 8-9 am

Tuesday: 12-1

	Office number
	95

	Email address
	amashael@ksu.edu.sa

	Twitter Account
	


Course information:

	Course Title
	Survey of American Literature

	Course Number
	374

	Course description
	The course is a survey of American literature from 1620 to the present. The course starts with readings from Native American literature and  then an emphasis on the major American writers’ writings. A novel is studied representative of  the realistic literary period  whose master is Mark Twain.

	Course Objectives (i.e. Learning Outcomes as specified in the Course Specifications)
	Students should be able to:
1- Identify the major figures and major works of American literature.
2-  Identify and explain the defining characteristics of American literary works.
       3- Provide meaningful analysis of the discussed literary works.
       4- Demonstrate an understanding of the intellectual  and social contexts of 
           the  literary works.

	Textbook
	1- A booklet will be available for purchase in the student copy center.

2- Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

	Supplementary Reading
	The Norton Anthology of American literature 7th shorter ed. vols 1,2.




Methods of assessment:

	Type
	Distribution of Marks
	Date of Administration 
	Date of Feed-back (approximate)*

	Quiz (2)
	10% Each
	Week 7
	1-2 weeks

	
	
	Week 10
	

	Midterm (2)
	15% Each
	Week 8
	1-2 weeks

	
	
	Week 15
	

	Project (1)
	10% Each
	Week 14-15
	1-2 weeks

	Final Exam
	40%

	Additional notes (such as makeup policy): 
There are no make-ups for quizzes or assignments. One make-up midterm will be given at the end of the semester for those who missed either midterm and have presented a valid excuse (that was accepted by Ms. Mashael Aldakheel). The make-up exam will cover the whole syllabus.


Weekly Syllabus:

	Week
	Topic

	1
	Registration Week
	

	2
	Introduction to American Literature

Introduction to Early Native American Literature
“They Came From the East”

“The Beginning Sickness”

	3
	

	4
	The Historical, Social and Religious Background of the Colonial Period in America

	5
	Hajj Vacation

	6
	

	7
	William Bradford- “The History of the Plymouth Plantation”

Phillis Wheatley- “On Being brought from Africa to America”

Quiz 1

	8
	Introduction to the Revolutionary Period

J. Hector St. John Creveceour- “Letters from an American Farmer”
Midterm 1

	
	

	9
	Introduction to the Era of Expansion
The Romance:
Nathiel Hawthorne- “Young Goodman Brown”
Edgar Allen Poe- “The Tell Tale Heart”

Transcendentalism:

Ralph Waldo Emerson- “Self Reliance”

Quiz 2

	10
	

	11
	Introduction to the Age of Realism
Mark Twain- Huckleberry Finn

	12
	

	13
	Introduction to Modernism

William Faulkner- “A Rose for Emily”
Ernest Hemmingway- “The Killers”

Maya Angelou- “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings”

	14
	

	15
	Review 
Midterm 2

	Revision Week


Policies and Communications Etiquette

Attendance: 

Students are expected to attend every class. Any student who misses more than 25% of the attendance can expect to receive a warning, and a denial if absences continue. Students with serious problems or medical emergencies should notify me if you know you'll be absent or when you return. 

Coming to class late: Titus Livius said “Better late than never.”

I would rather you come to class late than not at all. Please have consideration for your classmates and for the instructor if you are entering the classroom late. 

Assignments:

Plagiarism in any form will not be tolerated and a zero grade will be given.

Assignment format: All documents should be word documents. Font should be Times New Roman, size 12. Justified to the left. Document/assignment name should be like this: your name-Course number-Assignment (number). doc 

Example: Noura Albadr-351-Term Paper.doc.
Assignments that do not stick to this format will be rejected.

Contacting your teacher & Email formats: 

Please maintain a professional attitude by using the official email provided by the university. Any emails from other accounts will not be acknowledged. 

Email subject line should always contain the course number.

Email has to be in English. Arabic emails will not be acknowledged.

Maintain a high level of professionalism in addressing your emails to your teacher. 

Do not add smileys, hearts, or any other icons/graphics. 

Do not address your teacher informally. Do not discuss personal issues with your teacher. All communication must be course related. 

Exam and assignment policy: 

    No Make-up for exams, quizzes, or assignments. 

Your Grades will be divided as follows:
Language is 40% of your mark: Correct English is essential and language mistakes will affect grading, i.e.: grammar, subject-verb agreement, sentence-structure, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, parallel-structure, use of articles and prepositions, etc. Also correct style and form of paragraphs and essays is graded in addition to correct spelling of titles of poems and names of poets. 
Content of your answers is 60% according to:
Introduction: how does it address the question? Is the thesis statement suitable to the topic? Do you have an argument?

Body: your supporting ideas should be strengthened by significant details and examples. 

Conc.: it should restate your thesis and explain your argument. 

Details & examples: you should be accurate about the details and examples you choose to support your answer. Moreover, your development of your argument and how you introduce one idea after the other is important.

Email Etiquette for the College Student

Email address: Your email address should be professional with your first and/or last name. Your instructor should be able to tell which email address is yours.

Example for Sara Mohammed:  sara.mohammed@email.com
No nicknames should be used! Example: susu@email.com 

The name displayed should be your first and last name.

Subject: The subject of your email should indicate what the email is about and which course you are in. For example, if you are asking about the quiz, you would write: "Quiz 1 – Eng 320" or "Quiz 1 – Linguistics 1"

Content: 
Start with a greeting and the name of the instructor: You can begin with Good morning, Good afternoon, Good evening or Dear. Example: Dear Ms. Mashael, – Good afternoon Ms. Mashael,
Be brief and polite. Remember that you are addressing your instructor, not a friend. 

Provide a closing statement. Thank the receiver for his or her time. Courtesy is always important, no matter how short the email really is.

You should have a signature set up. It should look like this:

Best regards,

Sara Mohammed   
(Your name)

432123456

(Student number)

4. Attachments: You should name the attachment in the following way: Name-Course number-Assignment name. For example: SaraM-Eng 332-Assignment1. An attachment has to be in a “doc” or “docx” format which usually opens in all computers.

Important notes:

You are what you email. Your emails to your instructors help shape their professional opinion about you.

Respect us, and we will respect you. Do not be rude or personal. Maintain a professional attitude.
Be professional! Don't use emoticons or faces like   :S

Don't email instructors asking for notes or your grades. If you have missed class, then wait for an office hour to ask for them.

Don’t expect an immediate response to your email. Emailing your instructors at 2am is fine, but give them a day or two to reply.
Be sure to use caps only when you are emphasizing a certain word. IF YOUR ARE USING ALL CAPS, IT IS AS THOUGH YOU ARE SHOUTING. SO BE CAREFUL!

Use proper spelling, grammar & punctuation. This is because improper spelling, grammar, and punctuation give a bad impression and cause misunderstanding.

Don't use acronyms or instant messaging shorthand in emails such as BTW (by the way) and LOL (laugh out loud). It is not as clear to all readers because everyone who might see the email may not understand what is meant.

YOUR EMAILS SHOULD BE IN ENGLISH. You are a student in the Department of English Language and Literature, so the email should be in English NOT in Arabic!

Don’t send personal messages such as supplications or general comments on any topic. Emails to your instructor need to be about the course only.

