
Types of  Loads 

 

Eng . Raid Saad Al harbi  
http://staff.ksu.edu.sa/rsalharbi   1صفحة 

 

Once the dimensional requirements for a structure have been defined, 
it becomes necessary to determine the loads the structure must 
support.   

Transmission loads   
floor slab would be designed first, followed by the supporting beams, 
columns, and last, the foundation footings  

two types of codes: 
 general building codes and design codes. General building codes specify the 
requirements of governmental bodies for minimum design loads on structures and 
minimum standards for construction. Design codes provide detailed 
technical standards and are used to establish the requirements for the 
actual structural design. 

Dead Loads 
 consist of the weights of the various structural members and the weights of any objects 
that are permanently attached to the structure  
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Live Loads 

 can vary both in their magnitude and location. They may be caused by the weights of 

objects temporarily placed on a structure, moving vehicles, or natural forces.  
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