
 

 

             

ACCT 599 

Research Project in Accounting 

Instructor: Khalid R. Al-Adeem, PhD                                                                                              

 Email: khalidaladeem@gmail.com    I will be using the email as a main means 

for communication. If you have an issue using this email, please use this one: 

kra3@case.edu   

Please do not send a message to both email addresses at the same time.                                                                                                             

Office: 161 

Phone Number:  (011) 467 4297  

Office hours: You send me an email to set up a time.  

 

Course Description: 

This course is designed to help the student to undertake a research project. It provides 

a clear guide to help the student to undertake research as well as highlight the realities 

of undertaking research, including the more common difficulties. The course is 

designed to provide the student with a guide to the research process and necessary 

knowledge and skills to undertake a piece of research from thinking of a research topic 

to writing the project report. 

Course Objectives:  

 

By the end of this course, the student will have been introduced to and explored a range 

of approaches, strategies and methods with which the student could undertake his/her 

research project. The student will be able to make an informed choice about the 

approaches, strategies and methods that are most suitable to his/her own research 

project and be able to justify choice. 

 

I would like to add My  Philosophy on which I based helping my students learn: 

 

A research paper of quality comes with two main bases: First, a student should be 

passionate about the topic of his/her research. To be sure my students are  such, every 

student is encouraged to choose the research topic he/she likes. Second, continuous 

improvement with dedication should yield a research paper meets the standards of 

excellency that we would like to see our students achieve. 

 

One last word: 

 

When I applied for my PhD, the chairman of the accounting department who was also 

the director of the accounting doctoral program at that time at Case provided me with a 

document to read to be sure that I understand  what I was putting myself into and to be 
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clear of what was expected from me. I still remember this phrase "You can be your best 

friend, or you can be your worst enemy." (emphasis added). This piece of advice holds 

true whenever an individuate undertakes a research project. Self-motivation and a 

vision toward one's objectives are a key for one's success.  

 

Zero tolerance policy with plagiarism:  

If you borrow or use somebody's idea or findings or words 

without proper citation and reference, you will be accused of 

plagiarism. Ignorance will not serve you if it happened nor will 

ignorance help you. I mean it!  
 

Topics to be covered: 
 

Topic or research skills to be introduced and 

taught 

Number of 

Week 

Readings 

Research Theory and the difference between 

opinions and knowledge 

1 Al-Adeem (working paper) 

You will be given your own 

copy 

Different Approaches to Theorization to 

construct theories 

1 Ijiri (1975) pp. 3-11 

Awareness of the two distinct paradigms in 

academic accounting research 

1 Al-Adeem and Fogarty 

(2010) pp.34-44 

Empiricism as An Epistemology   1  

Knowledge in the structure of an empirical 

research paper as well as an argumentative paper 

1 Smith (2003) ch.1 and ch.2 

Conducting Empirical Research in Accounting:  

an overview  

1 Fogarty (2006) 

 Developing an Idea and Research Questions 1 You can consult with Smith 

ch. 2 and Fogarty (2006) 

 Conducting research using data  2 You can consult with Smith 

ch. 2 and Fogarty (2006) 

 Collecting data using a proper research method 3 You can consult with Smith 

ch. 2 and Fogarty (2006) 

 Interpreting research findings  1 You can consult with Smith 

ch. 2 and Fogarty (2006) 

 Writing conclusions and future research  1 You can consult with Smith 

ch. 2 and Fogarty (2006) 

 Skills required for a presenter 1 I will show you in class to 

implement  skills for effective 

presentation 

 More resources will be distributed to supplement class discussion.  

 More resources will be supplied to help individual students in their 

research projects.  

 Examples of published in peer reviewed papers related to students' 

papers will be shared as well. 

 Any resources or supplement we need to illustrate a point will be utilized. 



 

We intend that students by the this course will achieve the following intended 

learning outcomes (ILO): 

 A List of the Course Intended Learning Outcomes(ILO) 

 

1 Differentiate between the induction approach and deduction approach.  

2 Recognize the predominant research paradigm in accounting  

3 Describing phenomena   

4 Writing a research question related to the described phenomena chosen by the 

student. 

5 Writing a title for a research paper 

6 Writing an  introduction from general to specific 

7 Review relevant literature  

8 Properly citing sources  

9 Describing a suitable research method in the proper place in the research method 

section 

10 Discussing research results and presenting research findings utilizing tables and 

graphs 

11 Concluding research papers with supported  and suitable inferences from research 

finding    

12 Acknowledging limitation of one's work 

13 Direct readers to possible extension of one's work 

14 Developing an abstract  

15 Selecting keywords  

16 Orally presenting ones work 

17 Answering audience questions 

 

Evaluation: 

activities Weight  

For the first three topics, you will do three written 

assignments. : 

 You are expected on turn them on time. 

 You are expected to consult with the required reading 

before you decide to seek other references.  

10% 

Sending drafts of your paper: 

 A progress report will be generated for each student. 

 You get either "satisfied" or :unsatisfied" depending on 

your ability to avoid errors that were mentioned to you 

in your previous progress reports. 

 Not making improvement in your project will affect your 

grades    

50% 

Final (final draft and presentation) 

 Please refer to the attached matrix of how your paper will 

be graded.  

 Please refer to the rubric to learn how your final 

presentation will be graded 

40% 

 


