Course Description 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]The course steps up with the concept of thesis statements and essays.  They are given ready-made topic sentences to develop into paragraphs, encouraging them to support key words mentioned in the topic sentence. The students will also be introduced to various themes, new vocabulary, new expressions, and structures that the students will need for writing about a chapter theme. The course also guides students through a series of revisions that emphasize the importance of rewriting and helps students to improve their own work. This brings an important step in the writing process, namely three concepts are introduced consecutively: coherence, cohesion, and transitional sentences. Coherence is introduced by drawing students' attention to strict adherence to the key words of the topic sentence. Cohesion is encouraged as part of an editing technique, avoiding repetition and using pro-forms. Transitional sentences are introduced as a way of providing linkage between the different key words of the topic sentence. Students are then encouraged to write concluding sentences as a way of summing up the main ideas of their paragraphs. As a way of crowning all this, students are trained through various means to write their own topic sentences from general topics, and go through the whole process of writing on their own. The course marks a transition from the paragraph to the essay proper. It concentrates on the essential form and function of the essay, paving the ground for academic writing. Focus is on the thesis statement and its contribution to the cohesion and coherence of the whole essay. Particular importance is given to description and argumentation, which includes comparison, discussion of cause and effect, and speculation.  Students are trained to summarize, paraphrase, quote, and generate thought. They are instructed to observe the major stages in the writing process, namely pre-writing, drafting, revising, and editing.




