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Instructor’s information:

	Instructor’s name
	  Dr. Shaikah Al Madkhali

	Office Hours
	 Sun.  Tue.  Thu. 10-11
 Mon. 10-11      

	Office number
	 Room: 104

	Email address
	  salmadkhali@ksu.edu.sa


Course information:

	Course Title
	 Language Acquisition 

	Course Number
	  NEW Eng 329 

	Course Section
	  23484

	Course description
	The course aims at introducing students to some basic issues in applied linguistics and their application to second language learning and teaching. Topics will include:

- Brief discussion of language acquisition theories.

- Contrastive analysis, errors analysis, and learning strategies.

             -Factors affecting foreign language learning and teaching

	Course Objectives (i.e. Learning Outcomes as specified in the Course Specifications)
	 Students should be able to:

a. Compare and contrast different cases of language acquisition

b. Explain the main theories of second language acquisition

c. Compare and contrast the different theories of second language acquisition

d. Identify individual factors affecting second language acquisition

e. Explain factors affecting second language acquisition 

f. Identify and discuss the characteristics of  language learner
i. Discuss issues related to second language acquisition and present opposing arguments

j.   Analyze hypothetical problems related to second language acquisition and predict outcomes based on relevant factors



	Textbook
	1.   How languages are learned, 3rd ed. [Lightbrown, Patsy and Spada, Nina]

 2.     Principles of language learning and teaching, 4th ed. [Brown, Douglas]


	Supplementary Reading
	


Methods of assessment:

	Type
	Distribution of Marks
	Date of Administration 
	Date of Feed-back (approximate)*

	Assignments
	 9
	 Depends on the material
	

	Quiz 
	 5
	 11-12-2014
	16-12-2014

	Midterm 1 
	 20
	 26-10-2014
	4-11-2014

	Midterm 2
	 20
	30-11-2014
	9-12-3014

	participation
	 6
	
	

	Final Exam
	40
	
	

	Additional notes: There will be No makeup exams.  Students with medical excuses from governmental hospitals should come talk to me either before or directly after the exam.



Weekly Syllabus:

	Week
	Topic
	Page

	1
	Introduction
	xvii, xviii

	2
	Chapter 1: Behaviorists, Innatists, CPH (1st language)
	10 -19

	3
	Chapter 1: Inteactionists/developmentalists, childhood bilingualism
	20-26

	4
	Ch. 2: Contexts for learning, Behaviorists, Innatists (2nd language)
	29-38

	5
	Ch. 2: Current theories; Sociocultural perspectives (2nd language)
	38-41; 43,44

47, 48

	6
	Ch. 3 Individual differences: intelligence, aptitude    
*Brown, Ch. 4: p. 107-110 
	53-59

	7
	Ch. 3: Learning styles

*Brown, Ch. 5: p. 121-123, 129

*Brown, Ch. 5: p. 132-140 – Learning/communication strategies
	59, 60

	8
	Ch. 3: Personality

*Brown, Ch. 6: p.154, 155, 157-160
	60-63

	9
	Ch. 3: Motivation, attitude

*Brown, Ch. 6: 160-164, 168-174
	63-65

	10
	Ch. 3: Identity and ethnic group affiliation

*Brown, Ch. 7: 189-196 Stereotypes, attitudes, culture shock
	65, 66

	11
	Ch. 3: Learner beliefs; age of acquisition and CPH
	66-75


	12
	Ch. 4: Contrastive analysis, error analysis, interlanguage
 
	77-82

	13
	Ch. 7: Popular ideas about language revisited


	189-194

	14
	Ch. 7: Popular ideas about language revisited

	189-194

	15
	Revision
	


       Ground Rules: This course will include in-class discussions and activities with other students and the instructor.  Students who are not in class will not be able to live up to their responsibilities to either themselves or the rest of the class.  Therefore, regular attendance is expected. 
Students coming after the instructor’s takes attendance are considered absent. 

