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Forward by the Rector for Graduate Studies and Scientific Research

Undoubtedly, King Saud University exerts immense efforts to keep abreast with the
future challenges of scientific research and in the process, it continuously develops
the research infrastructure and works to offer attracting and rewarding environment
that supports and fosters excellence and innovation for researchers. Scientific
research at the university has witnessed an accelerated growth over the last few
years that warranted the need to develop necessary research ethics guidelines
and bylaws in accordance with scientific standards and academic norms that are
consistent with our cultural heritage and our tolerant Islamic identity. The noble
goal for this document and other research ethics bylaws in universities and other
research institutions is to prevent the occurrence of any research misconduct in the
first place, and hence protecting scientific research from any research misconduct
which can damage the academic reputation that cannot be overcome in short
duration. The role of the “Rules Governing the Ethics of Scientific Research” is
to spread awareness among all persons involved in scientific research, including
faculty, students, administrators, collaborators, and financial supporters, in research
projects with these guidelines; as many of the research misconducts arise due to
misunderstanding, or lack of understanding of the nature of research ethics. The
great effort to complete this document necessitates thanks and appreciations for
all persons who worked on it and thanks to his Excellency the University Rector
for his unlimited support for the Vice Rectorate for Graduate Studies and Scientific
Research to accomplish its objectives to build scientific research ethics. Also, |
would like to offer my thanks and gratitude to the Deanship of Scientific Research
and its Dean for accomplishing this document and to all those involved in its drafting
and revisions. | ask God the Almighty that this document will be beneficial to all and
it could serve as guiding reference to abide by in our work; and to elevate the status
of our university for the benefits and blessing of our precious country.

Prof. Ahmad Salem Al-Amri
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Forward by the Dean of Scientific research

For the past few years, the Deanship of Scientific Research took the responsibility
to develop the “Rules Governing the Ethics of Scientific Research” to serve as
reference framework for the procedures and necessary assurances to protect the
university’s scientific research from possible research misconducts that may harm
the academic reputation of the university. This effort is accomplished with approval
of the University Council of the “Rules Governing the Ethics of Scientific Research”,
which was based on literature review and inputs from best international practices in
elite international universities with regards to research ethics, their basic principles
and how to assure their implementations. The development of this document builts
on what was accomplished in the Kingdom, with reference to different rules and
guidelines stipulated in the different regulations; and bylaws related to scientific
research, especially the " Law of the Council of Higher Education and Universities
" and its Implementation Regulations, issued by Royal Decree number (M/8)
dated 4/6/1414H; the Law related to “Patents Regulation” issued by Royal Decree
number (M/38) dated 10/6/1406 H; the University Bylaws related to “Intellectual
Properties Rules” issued by the University Council resolution on 22/11/1430 H;
the rules related to the “Research Ethics on Living Organism” issued by ,Royal
Decree number (M/59), dated 14/9/1431H and its Implementing Regulations issued
by King Abdul Aziz City of Science and Technology in 1433“H; a document titled
“Governing Scientific Honesty" issued by National Plan for Science, Technology
and Innovation Program (NPST) dated 27/6/1432 H; "The Guidelines for Theses
Supervision” approved by the university council dated 11/8/1434 H. As we present
this document, we ask God that it will be beneficial and helpful in accomplishing its
intended objectives.

Prof. Rshood M. Al-Khraif
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Introduction

King Saud University attaches profound importance to
scientific research as one of its significant contributions
to the global scientific community in general and to the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in particular. During the last
years, the university has taken key steps to be a research
university that sponsors and supports high quality
research that yields tangible results which could lead to
improving people’s quality of lives and adding value to
the national economy; it also contributes effectively in the
country’s development and in building the knowledge-
based economy.

King Saud University, in its research activities, has adopted
strategies, policies and procedures that collectively aimed
at promoting the quality and excellence of scientific
research; besides, it has been encouraging compliance
with ethical responsibility toward knowledge production,
acquisition, retention, transfer, development and
application.

The preparation of the document the “Rules Governing
the Ethics of Scientific Research” was based on the vision
of King Saud University's KSU2030 Strategic Plan: “To
be a world class-university and a leader in building the
knowledge society”, which necessitates the availability
of this important document. In addition, the document
was developed as a result of a literature review of the
guidelines, criteria and best international practices of
elite universities in research ethics, their principles and
how to ensure the integrity of scientific research. It is
worth mentioning that all the rules incorporated in this
document conform to the principles and values that the
Islamic religion advocates.
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The development of the rules in this document was
based on whathasbeenaccomplishedintheKingdom,
with reference to different rules and guidelines
stipulated in the different regulations and bylaws
related to scientific research, especially the Law of
the Council of Higher Education and Universities
and its Implementation Regulations, issued by
Royal Decree number (M/8) dated 4/6/1414H;
the Law related to “Patents Regulation” issued by
Royal Decree number (M/38) dated 10/6/1406
H; the University Bylaws related to “Intellectual
Properties Rules” issued by the University Council
resolution on 22/11/1430 H; the rules related to
the “Research Ethics on Living Organism” issued by
Royal Decree number (M/59), dated 14/9/1431 H,
and its Implementing Regulations issued by King
Abdul Aziz City of Science and Technology in 1433
H; a document titled “Governing Scientific Honesty”
issued by National Plan for Science, Technology and
Innovation Program (NPST) dated 27/6/1432 H; the
“Guidelines for Theses Supervision” approved by the
University Council and dated 11/8/1434 H.

The noble goal of this document and other
documents related to research ethics in universities
and research institutions is to prevent any possible
occurrence of research misconduct to start with, not
to present a list of research ethical violations along
with associated penalties. But rather, the ultimate
objective is to protect scientific research from any
misconduct that will harm the academic reputation
of the university. This kind of research misconduct
will have immense negative and lasting impact that
will be very difficult to overcome or recover from in
the short run. Therefore, the main role of the “Rules
Governing the Ethics of Scientific Research” is to raise
awareness among all persons involved in scientific
research at the university about these rules since
many of the incidents of research misconduct come
about due to lack of little knowledge about these
rules, or to insufficient understanding of the nature
and concepts of research ethics by researchers,
students, research administrators and collaborators
in certain research projects or even by certain parties
sponsoring or financing certain research projects.
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From a different perspective, the published literature on
research ethics indicates clearly that the appropriate and
ethical research practices by researchers and persons
involved in scientific research are attributed mainly to
their innate consciousness, their tendency to do good
deeds and to their commitment to human values such as:
honesty, truth, integrity and other constructive values;
and not due to the availability of certain guidelines
and binding rules they have to adhere to. Therefore,
universities and research institutions rely on this kind of
innate self-commitment by all persons who are involved
in scientific research.

Furthermore, the published literature on research ethics
clearly indicates that it is very difficult to discover many
of the incidents of research misconduct from outside the
research team, the university or the research institution
in which these misconducts are committed, especially
in scientific outputs that are not subjected to rigorous
academic scrutiny similar to those presented for academic
promotion. Therefore, world-class universities and
research institutions usually encourage their researchers
and staff to immediately report and disclose any research
or scientific misconduct that is committed by the research
group or any of its members.

Finally, it should be acknowledged that protecting scientific
research - to appear in its noble form in creating knowledge,
serving humanity and in building the knowledge society -
will not be possible unless all persons involved in scientific
research are committed and believe that the research
work they perform is evaluated and judged in a fair and
transparent manner; and they will be negatively impacted
by the scientific dishonesty of others. For this reason, it is
necessary and mandatory that all researchers, students,
technicians and university administrators be fully aware
of the principles, bases and the overall criteria of research
integrity.

The “Rules Governing the Ethics of Scientific Research”
document came to effectively contribute to the progress
of scientific research at the university, and to ensure that
the university scientific research conforms to the best
international ethical criteria and practices. This document
presents a general framework of rules, behaviors and
procedures to be complied with by all persons involved
in scientific research or those who collaborate with the
university in  scientific research.
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Rules Governing the Ethics of Scientific Research

Articles 1: Terms and Definitions
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The meaning of the following terms, wherever
mentioned in this document-unless indicated
otherwise, refers to the text next to each term:
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University: King Saud University (KSU)
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Researchers: Those involve in scientific research
tasks, procedures and activities whether employed
by the university (faculty, researchers and students)
or contracted or collaborated with the university.

ORI TN AR

cLgae crglaidly aadlailly (olallg

Persons Involved in Scientific Research: All
individuals, including researchers, who are involved
in research or research projects in their personal or
legal capacity such as students, research assistants,
technicians, administrators and reviewers.

(oimdl gyl ol sl 23e w gl ol (5ia Ll

‘(,«_gs_,.i. Ig ‘Q:\g_)\.\:ﬂj (Cpial lg ozl

Research Subjects: All persons subjected to scientific
research, whether through scientific survey, seeking
opinions or examinations (medical or laboratory)
and diagnosis and therapy after having their written
consent.
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Authors: Persons whose names are included in
the research output and effectively contributed
to it and are responsible and accountable for its
procedures and results.
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Academic Freedom: The right of academicians to
pursue research and knowledge freely within the
internationally established academic traditions.
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Research Integrity: Commitment to the ethical
scientific values and professional standards in
practicing research to ensure its accomplishment
in credible and accurate manner.
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Research misconduct & violations: Fabricating
data and results; or falsification of scientific
procedures to arrive at certain results not
supported by the research; or plagiarizing and
misquoting the ideas of others; or recycling
already published research by self or others; or
intentionally dropping the names of persons that
participated in the research or including persons
that did not participate in the research; or other
mistakes and violations.
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Scientific research on human beings: These are
legalized procedures conducted on human beings
with the aim of gathering information and testing
hypotheses for scientific purposes.
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10.

Scientific research on animals: These are legalized
procedures conducted on animal with the aim of
gathering information and testing hypotheses for
scientific purposes.
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11.

Conflict of Interests: the situation where a researcher
is in a position to derive personal benefits from
actions or decisions made in his/her role or official
capacity in the research or research projects.
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12.

Copyrights: It is a form of legal protection that
preserves author’s rights when re-printing his
intellectual / scientific production or producing new
original works.
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13.

Patent: Legal right or title (local or international) for
the owner of a patent the sole right to exclude others
from making, using, or selling an invention.
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14.

Research risks: The potential harm which the
researchers, participants, research subjects and the
surrounding environment may be subjected to when
conducting research.
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Rules Governing the Ethics of Scientific Research

15. Confidentiality: Refraining from disclosing or i . f . N o Y )
transmitting data, information or results related to = ' «=losles o cbiby F jpad g1 csL23] aue 2dyyudl N0
the research or scientific experiments, or research = ;1 ¥| cnfgmedl gf cdcalad) coylomdl of ugmmdly 3la milia
subjects, but only to those authorized to disclose to Lalaal
them. ! S

16. Privacy: preserve the circumstances pertaining to | . . Ladls Sonlad] Cagy tall Atanlad) 3 R
the participants in terms of customs, thoughts and G0 Oy LAl u , = e T o
what is required conventionally. 2Byl duiiay Lag oSailly calalall cos

17. N

Online publishing: Publishing part or all of the
scientific output on the internet, with or without a fee.
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Article 2: Objectives of the " Rules
Governing the Ethics of Scientific
Research"
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King Saud University strives to achieve a group of
objectives through these rules including the following:

e Blaa¥! e degamma Budod ) Sgae U aals el
ZL@.M").A) m\.c‘}E.H a.',\_a‘_j)\;

1. Ensure and deepen the values of honesty,
integrity, fairness, transparency and equal
opportunities among all persons involve
in scientific research in the university and
those collaborating with it.
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2. Deepenthe concepts of “responsibility” and
“accountability” among all persons involve
in scientific research in the university.

cnlaladl puan sud Wbl A g5l asgde gy

3. Encourage the disclosure and reporting by
researchers, students and others of any ethical
misconduct that they become aware of.
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4. Improve the effectiveness, quality and excellence
of the university scientific research locally and
internationally.
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5. Educate researchers, students, administrators
and collaborators on ethical research and its
various aspects; and raise their awareness.
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6.

Foster the reputation of the university through
ethical practice in scientific research in accordance
with the best international practices.

LMY el ol JOLS rre Lalle Raalond] Aaeca Jshad -7
eslayhall Junaly pulaall Lads o alall ool 2 3 te gt
EIRN]

Article 3: The Scope of Application
for the" Rules Governing Ethics of
Scientific Research "
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. The " Rules Governing Ethics of Scientific Research "

are binding on to all King Saud University’s faculty,
researchers, students and those collaborating or
contracting with the university to conduct research ;
they should be committed to these rules.
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The “Rules Governing Ethics of Scientific
Research” are binding on all scientific outputs
including books, published research in scientific
journals, studentsresearch, theses, dissertations,
conference proceedings, published studies,
scientific essays, reports, printed or published
studies, patents, photographic data, catalogues,
arts and artifacts, software design, data bases,
printed materials on the internet, media postings
and public lectures.
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Article 4: Values of Scientific Research
and Practices

olad) Comnd) Dluylang @ sdas! 31 2501

All persons involved in scientific research shall
abide by the following values and practices:
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Honesty: The faithfulness of researchers to what
they were entrusted to do, and their adherence
to full truth throughout the different stages of
the research processes starting from the design
stage to the publishing of its results; guarding
the intellectual properties of others; honoring
the promises and agreements without breaching
them.
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Rules Governing the Ethics of Scientific Research

Integrity: To distance oneself from any undeserved

and ability to present the procedures and methods
that were used in the research and the readiness
to be accountable for the procedures and results
of the research and its implications.
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10.

Responsibility: Researchers are expected to
carry out the research, functions and roles
assigned to them to the fullest; they should be
committed and motivated with their undertakings
without external supervision
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11.

Research Supervisors Responsibility: Ensuring
that students and researchers are directed
towrad adhering to the rules of ethical scientific
research , and maintain honesty in their research
participition.
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12.

Responsibility Towards Society: Directing
scientific research to serve the society and
elevate it, and alleviating any suffering or danger
that the community might face.
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13.

Merit: No one should plunge into scientific
research unless he/she has its tools and
competence, and should work to develop and
maintain research cumulative capacities and
experiences.
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14.

Legality: Full knowledge of all the terms of the
scientific research with regards to laws, rules and
policies that are to be followed without having
prejudice to them.
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15.

Care Towards Human Beings: maintain the
rights, the dignity and privacy of life, a goal that
must be observed when conducting research
on humans. All necessary precautions and
preventive measures against any risks or
potential actions that could damage life during
scientific experiment should be taken.
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16.

Animal Care: If there is necessity to conduct
scientific  experiments on animals, all
precautionary measures must be taken to provide
the appropriate environment for the experiment,
thus mitigating pain and suffering of the animals.
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Rules Governing the Ethics of Scientific Research

Article 5: General Provisions and Rules
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1. The “Rules Governing the Ethics of Scientific
Research” is a set of principles, values, procedures
and behavioral practices that guides all those
involves in scientific research, research subjects
and stakeholders to distinguish between what is
acceptable and what is not acceptable in terms
of procedures and practices related to scientific
research, its application and practical compliance.
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2. The overall aim of the “Rules Governing the Ethics
of Scientific Research” is to provide a general
framework of principles, values, procedures and
behaviors for all persons involved in research to
adhere to. This will make the scientific research
at King Saud University meet the criteria and best
international practices; and that these rules serve
as references and guidelines to evaluate their
behavior and make them accountable.
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3. Persons involved in scientific research should
exhibit the highest performance standards, ethics
and good practices, and be fully aware of the “Rules
Governing the Ethics of Scientific Research”
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4. All persons involved in scientific research should
work and support what is good for the society and
the public interest, and to prevent or mitigate any
societal damages through scientific research.
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5. All persons involved in scientific research should be
fully aware of the different rules, bylaws, institutional
procedures related to scientific research and comply
by them.
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All persons involved in scientific research
shall adhere to the rules of Conflict of
Interests as specified in the “The Law of
Ethics of research on living Creatures” and
its “Implementing Regulations” and declare
any financial conflict of interest; and declare
them in case of receiving financial support
from governmental, private or charitable
organizations.
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All persons involved in scientific research
at the university, must disclose and
report any financial relationships with any
party related to the research or external
parties approached for support, through
sponsoring the research, monetary
support, or provision of material or others.
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All persons involved in scientific research
at the university shall obtain the necessary
official approvals to obtain research
funding from external sources and inform
the university.
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All persons involved in scientific research
shall observe the religious guidelines,
professional and academic ethics when
conducting scientific research.
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10.

Research supervisors are required to raise
the awareness of the students and junior
researchers on the ethical principles of
scientific research in accordance with what
is stated in this document and provide
suitable environment where they can
discuss issues related to ethics freely and
transparently.
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Rules Governing the Ethics of Scientific Research

Article 6: The University Obligations
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1. The University is committed to raise
awareness about the rules, systems, bylaws
and procedures concerning ethics of scientific
research, and to take steps to ensure their
interpretations and dissemination among all
persons involved in scientific research at the
university.
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2. The university is committed to the highest
ethical standards and practices, scientific
honesty and professional integrity in
scientific research, and to deal firmly with
any research misconduct of those who
commit them as stipulated in article 3 of this
document.
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3. The University is committed to protect the
concepts and practices related to academic
freedom as a basis for research activities;
to pursue and produce knowledge; and
the freedom of researchers to choose
their research partners within the limits of
the university and the framework of the
academic environment.
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4. The University is committed to provide the
environment that allows the practice of
responsible ethical behavior in the field of
scientific research.
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5. The University is committed to provide a
safe environment that allows conducting
scientific research, protect individuals and
prevent any dangers that may emanate from
scientific research.

Y g aueg 3,89 Ao Alemyy Aale
coedall Gl Aalaie Hllasd

6. The University is committed to provide
appropriate  and effective environment
that encourages and promotes scientific
research, through administration, finance,
policies and bylaws.
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University is committed to foster the capacity
of researchers and students and train them
on ethical research practices.
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The University is committed to prevent
misusing the power of research supervision;
and to foster the respect of individual values,
and to value outstanding individuals.
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The University is committed to provide a
mechanism and appropriate procedures for
reporting and dealing with scientific research
misconduct and violations.
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10.

The University is committed to identify appropriate
penalties for each violations indicated in the “Rules
Governing the Ethics of Scientific Research”
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1.

The University is committed not to discriminate
among individuals or groups involved in research
based on gender, origin, race, religion, or based on
otherfactorsthat are not related to their competency,
integrity or ability in scientific research.
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12.

The University is committed to honor its contracts
and agreements; ensure technical and financial
honesty in administering research projects; and
to look for the scientific values in research work
regardless of personal benefits.
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13.

The University encourages its researchers to
engage in collaborative and cooperative projects
with other researchers and distinguished scientists
from local and international institutions; in addition,
it promotes and supports multidisciplinary research.
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Rules Governing the Ethics of Scientific Research

Article 7: Researchers Obligations
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1. Researchers are committed to use appropriate
research methods; build their conclusions on
original and critical scientific methodologies;
and document their results and interpretations
objectively.
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2. Researchers are committed to full honesty in
their research practices; and to honor what
was agreed upon with those who support or
finance the research.
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3. Researchers are committed to objectivity,
and to avoid bias in all aspects of scientific
research.
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4. Researchers are committed to the subject of
research, its purposes, objectives, and tools
that help to achieve those aims.
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5. Researchers and research supervisors are
committed to be knowledgeable and aware of
the university rules, bylaws and procedures
regarding scientific research and publishing;
and ensure that the scientific research
process is conducted in accordance with
the "Rules Governing the Ethics of Scientific
Research".
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6. Researchers are committed to the university
practices and procedures when publishing
their academic work in a manner that it
realizes the university’s objectives and in
accordance with the university rules and
bylaws.
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Researchers and research supervisors are
committed to behave responsibly toward
research work; and to ensure that the
design of their research, or the research
they supervise are conducted within the
university policies and bylaws related to
scientific research ethics.
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Researchers are committed not to
provide any misleading or false data
regarding their experience and earlier
training that they had; their qualifications
and academic degrees; their affiliations;
services they provide or their published
work.

Agaas e alile o clae] coimty gt Ll a3l

g_’LH il ity @@l m Gl Lad cldg denls of
sty el @il sy e gileliSy Lgule 1gbias
Olaasdly A iaa d gt ‘c_gil.n:u‘j Lgde 1ol ‘:,_"J\

Researchers are committed to use
academic freedom in a manner consistent
with honest and responsible behavior
during the research process; knowledge
production; pursuing truth and publishing.

uji_u\_. a8V &yl alazialy gednldl a3l

o) Blen U5 Jgialls ed) Wbl o dlay
NPSUEATTF TN - S PR SN | PO SO (F T

10.

Researchers are committed, in practicing
their rights of academic freedom, to exert
the highest level of responsibility not to
damage the reputation of the university,
and to maintain the regular flow of work.
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1.

Researchers are committed to exhibit full
responsibility to ensure quality of the research
work and the safety of research subjects.
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12.

Researchers are committed to acknowledge
and cite in their research, all those who
contributed to the research according to
the authorship regulations mentioned in this
document.

o ez & 5115 Blel ool pil -

Ul ae s ey il Janll 2 el (0 S
Aadgll oia 2 Lade oy il

VY

13.

Researchers are committed not to list the
name of any person as an author to a
research or a book without real and effective
contribution of that person in accordance
with article 1 of this document.
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Rules Governing the Ethics of Scientific Research

14.

Researchers are committed, when publishing
the research including online publishing, to
list the names of all persons that participated
effectively in the research; that the signed
authorship  declaration statement must
include all the names of authors who
effectively contributed to the research; and
the declaration must state that all undersigned
authors have read the final version of the
research that was sent for publishing.
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Researchers are committed in joint research
projects, to agree among themselves to
publish the research before sending it to the
publisher; inform all participants about their
rights, responsibilities and mutual benefits;
and on the procedures of withdrawing from
the research at different stages. All these
must be agreed upon and included in the
initial agreement at the beginning of the
research.
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16.

Researchers are committed not to submit
the research for publishing to more than one
journal at the same time.
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17.

Researchers are committed not to present the
results of their research in the media unless
they are presented to specialized reviewers
in refereed journals; this, however, can be
exempted in certain agreements that allow that.
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18.

Researchers are committed when using
research results of others, for the purpose of
further studies and analyses, to refer clearly to
the contributions of the original researchers.
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19.

Researchers are committed to refer to
and acknowledge sponsors and financial
supporters when publishing their research.
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20. Researchers and research subjects have
the full right to withdraw from the research
process if they provide convincing reasons to
the Principal Researcher and the Research
Sponsor.
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Article 8: Supervisors and Graduate
Students’ Obligations
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Taking into accounts the rules stipulated in the
“Governing Rules for Supervising University
Theses” that was approved by the University
Councildecisionnumber 11/8/34 dated 26/6/1434
H, this article summarizes the obligations of the
supervisor and graduate student as follows:
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A. Supervisor’s Obligations
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1. Commitment to sincere and honest
guidance to his students when choosing
their research topic (Doctorate, Masters or
Graduation Projects), to ensure originality,
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seriousness and applicability. - Gdanll 2151

2. Not to abuse his/her authority to exploit or = Ul ;= W52 \_a»w dawog dital o Jaen YT LY
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3. Commitment to provide help for their students = i «eglilay 3L adlal el ) @uadn a3y LY

to complete their theses and research projects.
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4. Commitment to develop the traits of good
researcher in their students, especially
seriousness, patience, persistence, scientific
honesty, honoring intellectual properties,
valuing the efforts of others, respecting
opinions of others, etc.
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5. Exhibits fairness and equality among
students and keep the same distance from
them.
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Rules Governing the Ethics of Scientific Research

6. Help students to overcome any scientific or
research difficulties they may face during
their research.
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7. Commitment to the Intellectual Property
Rights and Copyrights as stipulated in
Article 9 of this document when publishing
from theses.
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B. Student’s Obligations
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1. Pursue objectivity and scientific honesty when
discussing opinions or making judgment;
exhibit accuracy when transcribing and citing
from others.
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2. Commitment to the behavioral practices
indicated in the “Rules Governing the Ethics
of Scientific Research”, and adhering to the
relevant bylaws approved by the university.

oeladl Gl L@ dalaill aelgally al;dl .
el Lol 2aiall 515001y cnilsally 4OlS 5l

3. Practice personal and academic freedom in
ways that do not contradict university values
and ethics.
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4. Adhere to the guidance, advice and directions
that the supervisor provides.
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5. Commitment to the Intellectual Property
Rights and Copyrights as stipulated in Article
9 of this document when publishing from
scientific theses.
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Article 9: Intellectual Property
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With reference to what had been stipulated
regarding Intellectual Property and Technology
Licensing in the university regulations coupled
with university councils decision number
11/8/34 dated 26/6/1434 H concerning the
regulations on scientific theses supervision,
the general principles related to intellectual
property include:
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1. All persons involved in scientific research
are committed to respect all intellectual
property rights; this requires not using
data, methods, results or ideas published
by others and attribute them to different
people in a way that contradicts the
policies and bylaws or ethical values. It is
also prohibited to infringe on the ideas of
others and attribute them to other people.
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2. All persons involved in scientific research
are committed to encourage and promote
creative and innovative research and to
work toward registering discoveries and
inventions emerged from their research;
workto preserve the rights of all participating
parties, highlights the benefits from the
research and assuring fair distribution of
benefits that may emerge in accordance to
the signed agreements between different
parties.
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3. All persons involved in scientific research
are committed not to alter any registered
and copyrighted material; and should
prevent omitting, changing, adding,
distorting or any other tampering.
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Rules Governing the Ethics of Scientific Research

All persons involved in scientific research are
committed to acknowledge the ownership of
King Saud University of all works that were
produced at the institutional level such as
authorship that cannot be attributed to a
single or a number of different authors.
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The University is committed not to breach
the copyrights of authors, when using or
reproducing material they contributed or
produced and the ownership of the material
is devolved to the university.

aie Cpal3ll Bydmy JMAY aas Aasladl Ayl
2 senbow Ll Slsdl 5l ol L) Balely alasiwl
Aaalzll LgiSle cutiy (Lgali)

The ownership of scientific discoveries
and inventions of researchers during their
work at the university will devolve to the
university, while preserving the rights of
their original researchers.
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All persons involved in scientific research
who leave the university are committed not
to disclose confidential scientific research,
discoveries and invention they became
aware of during their work at the university.
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The rules indicated in this document should
not contradict with the university obligations
to honor its agreements with external
parties, including the agreements with
research sponsors, licensing or the like.
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The ownership of scientific theses after their
defense, and what has resulted from them
such as research publications, discoveries or
computer programs belong to the university;
and the university has the right to make them
available for further research or scientific
review.
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10.

The student, when publishing his/her thesis
or part of it, must indicate his affiliation to
King Saud University.
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11.

The student, when publishing his/her
thesis or part of it, must indicate the name
of his/her supervisor or the supervisory
committee unless it is agreed with them
otherwise.
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12.

It is not allowed for the supervisor of the
supervisory committee to publish the thesis
or part of it without including the name of the
student as co-author.
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13.

The Student is not allowed to refuse
publishing part of his/her thesis if the advisor
or the advisory committee requested that, as
long as that does not contradict the principles
of scientific research.
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14.

Parties involved shall agree on the order of
the appearance of their names the research
from thesis according to their contributions.
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15.

The University is committed to the rules
stipulated in the regulation titled "Assuring
the Rights of New Authored Material” and
its “Implementing Regulations” in relation to
the Copyright, especially the third paragraph
of Article 21, which stipulates that “the
producer, publisher or printer are not allowed
to reproduce the copyrighted material without
prior written consent from the original owner”.
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Rules Governing the Ethics of Scientific Research

Article 10: Researchers and the Society
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1. All persons involved in scientific research,
when providing scientific consultations,
committed to ascertain accuracy, and to
base what they convey regarding research
results, references or scientific practices
are consistent with “Rules Governing the
Ethics of Scientific Research”
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2. All persons involved in scientific research
are committed not to distort the images of
certain individuals or groups, regardless
of the differences these individuals or
group’s opinions from those conducting the
research; rather the research should be
focus on critical thinking toward improving
humanity.
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3. All persons involved in scientific research
who prefer to join research partnerships
outside the university (Local or International)
are committed to be fully aware or the
research policies and documentations in
those institutions when signing collaboration
agreements, especially intellectual properties.
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4. All persons involved in scientific research are
committed to protect the environment and
minimize environmental pollution; and take
care when conducting research experiments
that may potentially harm the environment.

e Analolly alall ol 2 Jany G s a3k -
ade 250l o gig ol gl e adlg ()

) (6355 0B Gigmyg oyl <l




L__),oJ_Q_JICLg_qJILLJLJ._éXJg'CU Aohiollaclgdll

Article 11: Data, Information and
Results
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1. All persons involved in scientific research
are committed to respect the privacy and
confidentiality of data and information they
acquire, and to deal with them ethically,
in accordance with laws and bylaws
implemented in the kingdom.
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2. The University is committed not to disclose
any personal or official data or information
that it became aware from parties that
belong to it, to a third party without written
consent from those who authorized to
provide it, unless such disclosure is
requested legally.
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3. All persons involved in scientific research,
when dealing with data of confidential
nature that might be obtained, for example,
from patients’ records, or through deductive
surveys, are committed to treat these data
confidentially; and they are prohibited from
using them for personal or for the benefits
of a third party; or for any other purpose
other than the original purpose that the
data was collected for.
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4. All persons involved in scientific research
are committed to maintain an accurate,
organized and documented record of the
research procedures they use, and the
results they obtained, whether provisional
or final, and that the record is made
available for examination and audit by the
authorized departments in the University.
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Rules Governing the Ethics of Scientific Research

5. All persons involved in scientific research
are committed to make available the
preliminary research data or evidences
after they are reviewed and published,
to other researchers for verification or
for further research. The researchers
should keep these data for an appropriate
time, usually 10 years; and in medical,
social, environmental or archeological big
research projects, for 20 years or more;
unless there are organizational or legal
reasons preventing that.
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6. All persons involved in scientific research
are committed to make the data related
to the published results available to other
researchers and reviewers for discussion
and analysis. In case that the data is
confidential, it is preferable to retain the
data in a manner that allows a third party
to access it without infringing on the
confidentiality and privacy of these data.
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7. All persons involved in scientific
research are committed to maintain
the research data in the original
forms and to store them in a secure
manner to avoid their damage,
taking into consideration to update
the storage methods. In case of data
stored in films or computer disks,
it is required not to delete them or
reuse the storage devices.
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8. All persons involved in scientific research
are committed to describe the right
methods they used to store the data and
the preliminary research material to ensure
their reusability if necessary.
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Researchers are committed to store the
original research data in the academic
department, or at research unit within
which the research was conducted. Each
researcher may retain copies of the data.
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10.

Researchers are committed, when using
data obtained from paid databases or
through mutual agreements, to maintain
the electronic link to the source of the
original data or basic information
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11.

Researchers are committed to ensure the
confidentiality of the data and information
used in the research when storing them
on computer systems and electronic
mediums.
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12.

Researchers are committed not to, or
participate in copying unauthorized data,
articles or computer programs.

13.

Researchers are committed not to circulate

or provide the research data to others
unless they obtained written consent to
do so from the individuals or parties that
provided the data.
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Rules Governing the Ethics of Scientific Research

Article 12: Obligations Toward the
Research Subjects
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1.

All persons involved in scientific
research are committed to explain the
research experiment to the research
subjects, its objectives, how it will
be carried out and any possible risks
associated with it in a clear language
suitable to the level of the subjects;
and register their written consents in
a pre-designed form for that purpose.

Lealaa olasg «ondismeall iyl 7y 05 Ll 233
Lwlio Aalyy Amly 3y5m yblally Jaall 5) by
Zisad 2 Liad i3l se Jum o g Ol sl

e pels

Researchers are committed not to
force the research subjects or exert
any pressure on them to participate in
the research, whether through threat,
luring or any other form.
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Researchers are committed to respect
the rights of individuals to refuse to
participate in the research as subjects,
and respect their rights to withdraw
from participation without objection at
any stage of the research.
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Researchers are committed, in the case
of apparent conflict of interests between
researchers and research subjects, the
priority should be given to the research
subjects.
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Researchers are committed to inform
the research subjects about the level of
confidentiality they will provide for the
information or material that they will collect
from them prior to their participation in the
research.
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excessively exhaust the energy of the
research subjects; and to conductinterviews
during specific times without getting them
generally tired.
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Article 13: Research on Humans
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With reference to the “Law of Ethics of
Research on Living Creatures” issued by the
Royal Decree number (M/59) dated 14/9/1431
H and its “Implementing Regulations”,
published by King Abdul- Aziz City for Science
and Technology in 1433 H, this document
describes the following rules when conducting
research on humans:
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1. The University and all persons involved in
scientific research are committed to adhere to
all the rules and bylaws related to research on
humans and their Implementing Regulations
that are binding in the Kingdom.
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Rules Governing the Ethics of Scientific Research

Approval to conduct research on humans shall
take into consideration of their right to normal
life and their safety from all types of harm in
accordance with the provisions of Sharia.

oo ol o e el dlypa] oo Aaalell 53

@mwﬁﬁhjw‘ BHM‘%@BLC‘JA
Al gy ) ISy Lang 391 plssi

Researchers are committed that Research
conducted on humans shall be for clear scientific
objectives, and shall be preceded by sufficient
laboratory experiments on animals if the nature
of the research so requires.
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Researchers are committed that the expected
benefit from the experiment or research to the
human subject shall be greater than the possible
harm
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Researchers are committed that the researcher
may not in any way exploit the conditions of the
human subject and shall not expose him/her to
any type of coercion or exploitation.
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Researchers are committed that no research
may be conducted on human zygotes, gametes
or fetuses except under controls specified by
the regulations.
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Researchers are committed that no research
may be conducted for the purpose of human
cloning.
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Researchers are committed that research
may be conducted on tissues, living cells and
separated parts, including stem cells extracted
from the umbilical cord or adult stem cells,
upon obtaining the consent.
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Researchers are committed that research may
not be conducted on minors, incompetent or
disabled persons unless the interest of these
categories so requires.
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10.

Researchers are committed that research shall
not be conducted on pregnant women, fetuses
and the product of pregnancy may not be used
in research except in accordance with controls
specified by the regulations.
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11.

Researchers are committed that research
shall not be conducted on cells, tissues and
derivatives of human sperms, gametes and
zygotes may not be transported or exploited for
the purpose of research except in accordance
with conditions and restrictions laid down by
the Implementation Regulations of the Law of
Ethics of Research on Living Creatures.
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12.

Researchers are committed that research that
fetuses may not be cloned for the purpose of
obtaining embryonic stem cells, nor may male or
female gametes taken from sperms or eggs be
donated to produce fertilized eggs that can grow
into a fetus for the purpose of generating stem
cells therefrom and conducting research thereon.
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13.

Researchers are committed not to establish
banks for preserving reproductive male or
female cells with the intent of conducting
research.
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14. Researchers are committed that research
with negative impacts on society may not be
conducted, especially research reinforcing
racial discrimination.
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15. All persons involved in scientific research are
committed to explain the research experiment
to the research subjects, explain its objectives,
how it is done and its associated risks clearly
and in a language suitable to the level of the
subjects; and register their written consents
and a pre-designed form for that purpose.
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16. Researchers are committed, when conducting
research on special groups such as those less
than 18 years old, the elderly groups and the
special needs groups or prisoners with the
following:
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A. Follow the research methodology that is
appropriate for those groups and it should not
harm them psychologically and physically.
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B. Carry out the research within the laws
governing research that protect humans.
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C. Explain and illustrate for these groups the
focus of the research in a simple language
prior to performing the research.
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D. Obtain written consents from the guardians or
their legal representatives.
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Article 14: Research on Animals and Plants
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Researchers are committed, when conducting
research on animals and plants to observe the
following:
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1. Animals may be used for research employing
all experimental or scientific means not causing
unusual pain to the animals.
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2. Use of animals shall be restricted to research
whose objectives cannot be realized without
such use.
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3. Endangered animal species may not be
subjected to negative use.
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4. Observe humane animal regulations when
conducting experiments on animals.
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5. Disposal of animals after experiments in a safe
manner.
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6. Take the necessary procedure and
precautionary measures when conducting
research that involves genetic modifications to
prevent leaking of these genetically-modified
creatures from the labs where experiments are
conducted.
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7. Abide and follow the approved laws and
procedures when dealing with genetically-
modified  creatures.
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8. Plants may not be used in research that upsets
environmental balance and distribution of
vegetation; or endangered plant species may
not be subjected to negative use.
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Article 15: Date of approving the “Rules
Governing the Ethics of Scientific Research”
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The “Rules Governing the Ethics of Scientific
Research” will put into effect from the date of
its approval by the University Council and they
will supersede other rules that contradict with
them.
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Sources
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The following sources were consulted and used
in the preparation of this document:
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Harvard University - United States.
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e  Stanford University - United States.
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e University of California, Berkeley - United
States.
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e Oxford University - United Kingdom.
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e Carnegie Mellon University - United
States.
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e University of Sydney - Australia.
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e Singapore National University - Singapore.
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e Cape Town University - South Africa.
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Law of the Council of Higher Education
and Universities and its Implementing
Regulations, issued by Royal Decree
number (M/8) dated 4/6/1414 H.
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The New Copyright Protection Law and its
Implementing Regulations issued by Royal
Decree number (M/41) dated 2/7/1424 H.
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Patents Law, issued by Royal Decree
number (M/38) dated 10/6/1406 H.
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“The Law of Ethics of research on living
Creatures”, issued by Royal Decree number
(M/59) dated 14/9/1431 H and its Implementing
Regulations issued by King Abdul- Aziz City
for Science and Technology in 1433 H.
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The Document on Assuring Scientific
Integrity, issued by National Plan Program
for Science, Technology and Innovation,
dated 27/ 6/1432 H.
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The Document on “Rules Regulating University
Theses Supervision”, issued by the university
decision resolution number 11/8/1434 H, dated
26/6/1434 H.
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Intellectual Property Program Regulations,
issued by King Saud University Council
resolution, dated 22/11/1430 H.
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King Saud University
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